


NKJV

Ancient-
Modern

Bible

www.ThomasNelson.com

Jeremy Bouma, General Editor

9780785215950_int_00_fm_NKJV_AncientModern.indd   5 6/15/18   9:02 AM



NKJV Ancient-Modern Bible 
Copyright © 2018 by Thomas Nelson, a division of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.

The Holy Bible, New King James Version® 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.

Library of Congress Control Number:  2018939061

This Bible was set in the Thomas Nelson NKJV Typeface, created at the  
2k/denmark type foundry.

The text of the New King James Version® (NKJV®) may be quoted or reprinted without prior written permis-
sion with the following qualifications: (1) up to and including 1,000 verses may be quoted in printed form 
as long as the verses quoted amount to less than 50% of a complete book of the Bible and make up less 
than 50% of the total work in which they are quoted; (2) all NKJV quotations must conform accurately to 
the NKJV text.

Any use of the NKJV text must include a proper acknowledgement as follows:

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

However, when quotations from the NKJV text are used in church bulletins, orders of service, Sunday school 
lessons, church newsletters, and similar works in the course of religious instruction or ser vices at a place of 
worship or other religious assembly, the following notice may be used at the end of each quotation: NKJV.

For quotation requests not covered by the above guidelines, write to Thomas Nelson, Attention: Bible Rights 
and Permissions, P.O. Box 141000, Nashville, TN 37214-1000.

The article “Meditating on His Word” has been adapted from Chapter 10, “As Conversation: Mediating on 
His Word,” in Timothy Keller, Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God. New York: Dutton, 2014. 

The article “What the Whole World Is Waiting For” has been adapted from Chapter 6, “What the Whole 
World’s Waiting For,” in N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mis-
sion of the Church. New York: HarperOne, 2008.

All rights reserved.

Printed in China

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 /AMC/ 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

9780785215950_int_00_fm THIRD PROOFS.indd   6 4/6/18   4:09 PM



When you pick up the Bible and begin reading, you’re not alone; you’re joined by a vibrant, ancient- 

modern community of readers and interpreters, students of the Word, worshipers of God�

This fellowship stretches across the globe, encompassing charismatic Anglicans in Singapore, 

non- denominational Baptists in London, and Orthodox believers in Rio de Janeiro� And it’s a fel-

lowship that reaches back through time, from the very earliest disciples of Jesus living in Jerusalem, 

through the second- century converts in Roman- ruled Africa and Europe, to medieval monastics, 

and onward to reformers, pietists, missionaries, revivalists, and more�

This church community mosaic has always been held together by the book you’re holding in 

your hands— the living Word of God� Despite the debates and divisions that mark church history, 

Christians at all times and in all places have been united by their love of Scripture and their desire 

to encounter God in its pages�

The Ancient- Modern Bible reflects that reality� Every aspect is designed to remind you that, 

as you read the Word of God, you’re a part of a sacred communion made up of believers past and 

present� As you dive in, you’ll notice a beautiful layout that purposefully juxtaposes ancient ele-

ments (such as golden ornamental drop caps and marginal commentary) with modern design and 

typography� The carefully selected features include:

• Commentary— Taking inspiration from ancient and medieval manuscripts of Scripture, the 
margins of this Bible are filled with thousands of verse- by- verse and passage- by- passage 
comments from the church’s greatest teachers and thinkers— from Polycarp to Aquinas, 
from Spurgeon to Bonhoeffer� The accompanying journaling space invites readers to join 
this vast stream of Scripture study and reflection�

• Book Introductions— All- new book introductions provide background information 
pertaining to authorship and purpose with special attention paid to the book’s significance 
in church history and continued applicability today�

• Biographies— Dozens of full- page articles share the inspiring life stories of men and 
women who were transformed by the gospel, leading them to serve Christ with creativity 
and courage�

• Essays— Covering the major, central doctrines and teachings of the church— creation and 
sin, Trinity, Christology, ecclesiology, salvation, prayer, and resurrection— these essays point 
readers to the beliefs and practices that unite the church, and highlight both their scriptural 
foundations and historical developments�

INTRODUCTION
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• Creeds of the Church— A small collection of the creeds and statements that have long 
expressed Christian orthodoxy, these words are the hard- won result of the church’s 
insistence on taking Scripture seriously� As Christians of the first few centuries wrestled 
with the Bible’s challenging teachings, they were compelled to clarify key doctrines in order 
to help establish and protect the community of faith�

• Sacred Art— Further reinforcing the continuity of ancient and modern elements within 
the church, a special section at the end of this Bible displays sacred art from throughout 
Christian history— mosaics, symbols, icons, and paintings that point readers to the events 
and truths of Scripture�

The church in every generation has gathered around the Bible to read, study, ponder, debate, 

and meditate— and through these shared activities God has shaped His people, setting them apart 

to love Him and each other, to worship, and to work toward the kingdom� Our prayer is that the 

Ancient- Modern Bible will encourage and strengthen you, and that your own study of this incompa-

rable book will be enriched by the reflections and insights of faithful men and woman from across 

the centuries who, just like you, came to Scripture to learn from the Author of life�

— The Publisher

INTRODUCTION  |  x
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The Book of Jeremiah is a prophetic book that is both a warning and an offer of hope. In it, the prophet 

calls God’s people to turn from their wicked ways in order to avoid judgment, and instead to live 

faithfully. In this, he holds out the possibility of forgiveness, redemption, and restoration. “The general 

subject of his prophecies,” explained Matthew Henry, “is the idolatry and other sins of the Jews; the judg-

ments by which they were threatened, with references to their future restoration and deliverance, and 

promises of the Messiah. They are remarkable for plain and faithful reproofs, affectionate expostulations, 

and awful warnings.”

The book launches with the call of God on Jeremiah’s life. He commissions him to bear a message of 

judgment, which stems from two sins His people have committed repeatedly: “They have forsaken 

Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns— broken cisterns that can hold no 

water” (2:13). John Wesley explained the living water was “a metaphor taken from springs, called  ‘living,’ 

because they never cease, or intermit; such had God’s care and kindness been over them”— which Israel 

had forsaken. And the cisterns were “either their idols, which are empty vain things, that never answer 

expectation, or the Assyrians and Egyptians. Indeed, all other supports, that are trusted to besides God, 

are but broken vessels”— which God’s people had willingly embraced in place of the Lord.

Yet the Lord was gracious and compassionate, for He invited His people to return to Him, declaring:

“ ‘I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,’ says the Lord: ‘I will not remain angry 

forever’ ” (3:12). However, they refused. “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before them,” said 

the Lord, “and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked according to it. . . . I will scatter them also among 

the Gentiles, whom neither they nor their fathers have known. And I will send a sword after them until I 

have consumed them.” (9:13–16). And He did, at the hand of the Assyrians, Egyptians, and Babylonians, 

bringing judgment upon His people. Over the years, the communion of saints has drawn important les-

sons from this urgent warning against unrepentant sin and impending judgment.

Finally, judgment breaks forth against Judah when Babylon attacks the city of Jerusalem. “Behold, I

am against you, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain,” said the Lord. . . . “I will punish you 

according to the fruit of your doings” (21:13, 14). John Calvin explained, “God threatens that He would 

render to the Jews what they merited, because they had not ceased to provoke His wrath.” Judah and her 

kings had forsaken the Lord’s covenant, and as a result, they would be destroyed. Yet there was also a 

promise for the people: “ ‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘That I will raise to David a Branch 

AUTHOR AUDIENCE DATE PURPOSE THEMES
Jeremiah The people of Judah 

and Jerusalem during 
the reigns of their 

last five kings

Between 626 
and 586 B.C.

Jeremiah wrote to call God’s 
people from their wicked 

ways in order to avoid the 
coming divine judgment 

while also offering the hope 
of forgiveness, redemption, 

and restoration.

Judgment; 
repentance; 

forgiveness and 
redemption; rescue 

and restoration; and 
the New Covenant
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of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth’ ” 

(23:5). The church has understood this Branch to be Christ and this passage to be a prophetic declaration 

of God’s redemption in the midst of judgment. Leo the Great voices this collective interpretation:

There was only one remedy in the secret of the divine plan that could help the fallen living in the 

general ruin of the entire human race. This remedy was that one of the sons of Adam should be 

born free and innocent of original transgression, to prevail for the rest by His example and by His 

merits. . . . David’s Lord was made David’s Son, and from the fruit of the promised branch sprang.

The Lord came to Jeremiah with a second word: “Behold, I will bring [the earth] health and healing; I 

will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captives 

of Judah and the captives of Israel to return, and will rebuild those places as at the first” (33:6, 7). Not 

only would the Lord restore the land and return the captives to it, the Lord also promised that He would 

“cleanse them from all their iniquity . . . and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned 

and by which they have transgressed against Me” (33:8). John Calvin explained, “It was needful for the 

prophet to goad them sharply, so that they might know that they were exposed to eternal destruction, if 

God’s mercy, and that by no means common, came not to their aid. Here, then, he represents the great-

ness of their sins, that he might on the other hand extol the mercy of God.”

The high point of this prophetic book comes when Jeremiah prophesied the New Covenant, one that 

would be unlike the old one: “I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man 

his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 

them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (31:33, 34). 

Jerome explained that this is the hope of God’s good news in Christ: “It is promised in the gospel that after 

the Cross, Resurrection and Ascension, the covenant will be written not on stone tablets but on tablets of 

embodied hearts, since the testament of the Lord was to be written on the minds of believers, He being 

God dwelling in them and they a people in Him.”

For generations, the Book of Jeremiah has reminded believers that alongside God’s judgment and

destruction is His promised forgiveness and redemption.

The Book of

JEREMIAH
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1  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Ana-
thoth in the land of Benjamin, 2to whom the word of the Lord came in the 

days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign. 3It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
until the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

THE PROPHET IS CALLED

4Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
Before you were born I sanctified you;
I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”

6Then said I:

“Ah, Lord God!
Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”

7But the Lord said to me:

“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’
For you shall go to all to whom I send you,
And whatever I command you, you shall speak.

8 Do not be afraid of their faces,
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the Lord.

9Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord 
said to me:

“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.
10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms,

To root out and to pull down,
To destroy and to throw down,
To build and to plant.”

11Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do 
you see?”

And I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
12Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform 

My word.”
13And the word of the Lord came to me the second time, saying, “What do 

you see?”
And I said, “I see a boiling pot, and it is facing away from the north.”
14Then the Lord said to me:

“Out of the north calamity shall break forth
On all the inhabitants of the land.

15 For behold, I am calling
All the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says the Lord;

“They shall come and each one set his throne
At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem,
Against all its walls all around,
And against all the cities of Judah.

1:4–10 God’s choice of Jeremiah was not 
without basis: knowledge preceded it. 
Notice it says that God had knowledge 
and then He consecrated, for He knows 
everything before it happens. Now, He 
employed the word ordained, meaning 
“He appointed.” Then God also mentions 
the task for which He selected him: “I 
ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 
Thus, He prophesies not only concern-
ing the fortunes of the Jews but also 
the other nations. “Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord 
God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a 
youth.” The prophet recognized the One 
addressing him. This is why he called 
Him by a title having to do with lordship. 
When the mighty Moses was once speak-
ing, remember, and wanted to learn the 
divine name, the Lord said, “I am the 
One who is.” He imitates Moses’ timidity 
by saying youth is not up to prophesying. 
The Lord, however, urges him not to put 
forward the excuse of youthfulness but 
to do as he is told.  Theodoret of Cyr

1:11–19 For how shall we not regard it 
fearful, if one who knows God shall not 
recognize the Lord? While the ox and 
the donkey, stupid and foolish animals, 
will know one who feeds them, Israel is 
found to be more irrational than these? 
And having, by Jeremiah, complained 
against the people on many grounds, God 
adds, “Because they have forsaken Me.” 

Clement of Alexandria
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16 I will utter My judgments
Against them concerning all their wickedness,
Because they have forsaken Me,
Burned incense to other gods,
And worshiped the works of their own hands.

17 “Therefore prepare yourself and arise,
And speak to them all that I command you.
Do not be dismayed before their faces,
Lest I dismay you before them.

18 For behold, I have made you this day
A fortified city and an iron pillar,
And bronze walls against the whole land—
Against the kings of Judah,
Against its princes,
Against its priests,
And against the people of the land.

19 They will fight against you,
But they shall not prevail against you.
For I am with you,” says the Lord, “to deliver you.”

GOD’S CASE AGAINST ISRAEL

2  Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2“Go and cry in the 
hearing of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord:

“I remember you,
The kindness of your youth,
The love of your betrothal,
When you went after Me in the wilderness,
In a land not sown.

3 Israel was holiness to the Lord,
The firstfruits of His increase.
All that devour him will offend;
Disaster will come upon them,” says the Lord.’ ”

4Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob and all the families of the 
house of Israel. 5Thus says the Lord:

“What injustice have your fathers found in Me,
That they have gone far from Me,
Have followed idols,
And have become idolaters?

6 Neither did they say, ‘Where is the Lord,
Who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
Who led us through the wilderness,
Through a land of deserts and pits,
Through a land of drought and the shadow of death,
Through a land that no one crossed
And where no one dwelt?’

7 I brought you into a bountiful country,
To eat its fruit and its goodness.
But when you entered, you defiled My land
And made My heritage an abomination.

8 The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’
And those who handle the law did not know Me;
The rulers also transgressed against Me;
The prophets prophesied by Baal,
And walked after things that do not profit.

9 “Therefore I will yet bring charges against you,” says the Lord,
“And against your children’s children I will bring charges.

923  |  JEREMIAH 2:9
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10 For pass beyond the coasts of Cyprusa and see,
Send to Kedar b and consider diligently,
And see if there has been such a thing.

11 Has a nation changed its gods,
Which are not gods?
But My people have changed their Glory
For what does not profit.

12 Be astonished, O heavens, at this,
And be horribly afraid;
Be very desolate,” says the Lord.

13 “For My people have committed two evils:
They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters,
And hewn themselves cisterns— broken cisterns that can hold no water.

14 “Is Israel a servant?
Is he a homeborn slave?
Why is he plundered?

15 The young lions roared at him, and growled;
They made his land waste;
His cities are burned, without inhabitant.

16 Also the people of Nopha and Tahpanhes
Have broken the crown of your head.

17 Have you not brought this on yourself,
In that you have forsaken the Lord your God
When He led you in the way?

18 And now why take the road to Egypt,
To drink the waters of Sihor?
Or why take the road to Assyria,
To drink the waters of the River?a

19 Your own wickedness will correct you,
And your backslidings will rebuke you.
Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing
That you have forsaken the Lord your God,
And the fear of Me is not in you,”
Says the Lord God of hosts.

20 “For of old I have broken your yoke and burst your bonds;
And you said, ‘I will not transgress,’
When on every high hill and under every green tree
You lay down, playing the harlot.

21 Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality.
How then have you turned before Me
Into the degenerate plant of an alien vine?

22 For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap,
Yet your iniquity is marked before Me,” says the Lord God.

23 “How can you say, ‘I am not polluted,
I have not gone after the Baals’?
See your way in the valley;
Know what you have done:
You are a swift dromedary breaking loose in her ways,

24 A wild donkey used to the wilderness,
That sniffs at the wind in her desire;
In her time of mating, who can turn her away?
All those who seek her will not weary themselves;
In her month they will find her.

2:10 a Hebrew Kittim, western lands, especially Cyprus  b In the northern Arabian desert, 
representative of the eastern cultures    2:16 a That is, Memphis in ancient Egypt    
2:18 a That is, the Euphrates    

JEREMIAH 2:10  |  924

2:14–28 “And now why take the road to 
Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor?” By 
sundry miracles, by divers mercies, by 
strange deliverances Jehovah had proved 
Himself to be worthy of Israel’s trust. Yet 
they broke down the hedges with which 
God had enclosed them as a sacred gar-
den; they forsook their own true and liv-
ing God, and followed after false gods. 
Constantly did the Lord reprove them for 
this infatuation, and our text contains 
one instance of God’s expostulating with 
them, “What have you to do in the way of 
Egypt, to drink the waters of the muddy 
river?”— for so it may be translated. 
“Why do you wander afar and leave your 
own cool stream from Lebanon? Why do 
you forsake Jerusalem to turn aside to 
Noph and to Tahpanhes? Why are you so 
strangely set on mischief, that thou can-
not be content with the good and health-
ful, but would follow after that which is 
evil and deceitful?” Is there not here a 
word of expostulation and warning to 
the Christian? O true believer, called by 
grace and washed in the precious blood 
of Jesus, you have tasted of better drink 
than the muddy river of this world’s plea-
sure can give thee; you have had fellow-
ship with Christ; you have obtained the 
joy of seeing Jesus, and leaning your 
head upon His bosom. Do the trifles, 
the songs, the honors, the merriment of 
this earth content you after that? Have 
you eaten the bread of angels, and can 
you live on husks? Good Rutherford 
once said, “I have tasted of Christ’s own 
manna, and it has put my mouth out of 
taste for the brown bread of this world’s 
joys.” Methinks it should be so with you. 
If you are wandering after the waters of 
Egypt, O return quickly to the one liv-
ing fountain: the waters of Sihor may 
be sweet to the Egyptians, but they will 
prove only bitterness to thee. What hast 
thou to do with them? Jesus asks thee 
this question this evening— what wilt 
thou answer Him?  Charles Spurgeon
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BILLY GRAHAM:
AN EVANGELISTIC GIANT
1918 – 2018

Billy Graham’s name is nearly synonymous with 
American Christianity, and for good reason. His 
ministry career spanned more than sixty years, 
reaching hundreds of millions of people in more 
than 185 countries around the globe. Born in 1918 
in North Carolina, Graham was raised Presbyterian 
but was later ordained a Southern Baptist minister 
after attending Bob Jones University and then fin-
ishing his studies at Wheaton. Afterward, he joined 
Youth for Christ, where his world- changing work as 
an evangelist truly began.

In 1949, when Graham was in his early thirties, 
he headlined a series of evangelistic revival cru-
sades after returning from his time serving with 
Youth for Christ across Europe and America. The 
gatherings went on for an extra four weeks after the 
media brought attention to the meetings, leading 
to a Time magazine cover article and the establish-
ment of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
He became the most visible and famous of the so- 
called “neo- evangelicals,” who were reacting to 
more fundamentalist strains within Protestantism.

Along with Harold Ockenga and Carl Henry, the 
neo- evangelicals were sympathetic with the doc-
trinal positions of the fundamentalists and their 
reaction to theological liberalism, but not their 
execution. The neo- evangelicals disavowed fun-
damentalism’s tendency toward separatism from 
culture and its anti- ecumenicism. Graham played 
a significant role in establishing evangelicalism as 
a movement that spoke directly to the cultural and 
social issues of the day. His leadership led to the 
founding of Christianity Today as a serious publica-
tion that would engage culture and promote the 
intellectual exploration of evangelicalism, just as 
Christian Century was for mainline Protestantism 
and the Atlantic Monthly was for secularism. He also 
helped establish colleges and seminaries to nurture 
the evangelical academy.

Graham’s ministry has been extraordinarily 
consequential —  not only because his evangelistic 
crusades reached approximately 215 million people 

across the globe and many millions more through 
his books and multimedia ministry, but also be-
cause of his commitment to giving evangelicals a 
sturdy intellectual foundation, bolstering its aca-
demic bona fides and joining with Christians of all 
stripes to defend and propagate the gospel in an 
increasingly hostile and dismissive culture. One of 
the resulting achievements of this commitment 
was the ecumenical doctrinal statement produced 
at the 1974 Lausanne Conference in Switzerland, in 
conjunction with 2,700 Christian leaders. The Laus-
anne Covenant was an ecumenical commitment not 
merely to fifteen doctrinal statements, but to the 
propagation of the Christian faith throughout the 
world through deliberate evangelism.

In his book Nearing Home Graham wrote these 
words: “Someday our life’s journey will be over. In 
a sense we all are nearing home. As we do so, I pray 
that you and I may not only learn what it means to 
grow older but, with God’s help, also learn to grow 
older with grace and find the guidance needed to 
finish well.” Graham ran his race and finished well, 
the most successful evangelist of his time—or any 
other. 

IMPORTANT WORKS:

• How to Be Born Again

• Peace with God

• Hope for the Troubled Heart
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25 Withhold your foot from being unshod, and your throat from thirst.
But you said, ‘There is no hope.
No! For I have loved aliens, and after them I will go.’

26 “As the thief is ashamed when he is found out,
So is the house of Israel ashamed;
They and their kings and their princes, and their priests and their prophets,

27 Saying to a tree, ‘You are my father,’
And to a stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’
For they have turned their back to Me, and not their face.
But in the time of their trouble
They will say, ‘Arise and save us.’

28 But where are your gods that you have made for yourselves?
Let them arise,
If they can save you in the time of your trouble;
For according to the number of your cities
Are your gods, O Judah.

29 “Why will you plead with Me?
You all have transgressed against Me,” says the Lord.

30 “In vain I have chastened your children;
They received no correction.
Your sword has devoured your prophets
Like a destroying lion.

31 “O generation, see the word of the Lord!
Have I been a wilderness to Israel,
Or a land of darkness?
Why do My people say, ‘We are lords;
We will come no more to You’?

32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
Or a bride her attire?
Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number.

33 “Why do you beautify your way to seek love?
Therefore you have also taught
The wicked women your ways.

34 Also on your skirts is found
The blood of the lives of the poor innocents.
I have not found it by secret search,
But plainly on all these things.

35 Yet you say, ‘Because I am innocent,
Surely His anger shall turn from me.’
Behold, I will plead My case against you,
Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36 Why do you gad about so much to change your way?
Also you shall be ashamed of Egypt as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37 Indeed you will go forth from him
With your hands on your head;
For the Lord has rejected your trusted allies,
And you will not prosper by them.

ISRAEL IS SHAMELESS

3  “They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife,
 And she goes from him
And becomes another man’s,
May he return to her again?’
Would not that land be greatly polluted?
But you have played the harlot with many lovers;
Yet return to Me,” says the Lord.

925  |  JEREMIAH 3:1

2:29–37 It makes God angry for us to 
imagine that we are free from all impu-
rity. He is even found saying to one of 
those who led polluted lives, Behold, I 
have a suit with you because you say I 
have not sinned, in that you have acted 
very contemptuously in repeating your 
ways. For the repetition of the way to 
sins is for us, when we are overtaken by 
offenses, to refuse to believe that we are 
guilty of the defilement that arises from 
them.  Cyril of Alexandria
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2 “Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see:
Where have you not lain with men?
By the road you have sat for them
Like an Arabian in the wilderness;
And you have polluted the land
With your harlotries and your wickedness.

3 Therefore the showers have been withheld,
And there has been no latter rain.
You have had a harlot’s forehead;
You refuse to be ashamed.

4 Will you not from this time cry to Me,
‘My Father, You are the guide of my youth?

5 Will He remain angry forever?
Will He keep it to the end?’
Behold, you have spoken and done evil things,
As you were able.”

A CALL TO REPENTANCE

6The Lord said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: “Have you seen 
what backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and 
under every green tree, and there played the harlot. 7And I said, after she had 
done all these things, ‘Return to Me.’ But she did not return. And her treacher-
ous sister Judah saw it. 8Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding 
Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate 
of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played 
the harlot also. 9So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled 
the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10And yet for all this 
her treacherous sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in 
pretense,” says the Lord.

11Then the Lord said to me, “Backsliding Israel has shown herself more 
righteous than treacherous Judah. 12Go and proclaim these words toward the 
north, and say:

‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the Lord;
‘I will not cause My anger to fall on you.
For I am merciful,’ says the Lord;

‘I will not remain angry forever.
13 Only acknowledge your iniquity,

That you have transgressed against the Lord your God,
And have scattered your charms
To alien deities under every green tree,
And you have not obeyed My voice,’ says the Lord.

14“Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am married to you. 
I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to 
Zion. 15And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you 
with knowledge and understanding.

16“Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in the 
land in those days,” says the Lord, “that they will say no more, ‘The ark of the 
cov en ant of the Lord.’ It shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember it, 
nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made anymore.

17“At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the Lord, and all the 
nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem. No more 
shall they follow the dictates of their evil hearts.

18“In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and 
they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have 
given as an inheritance to your fathers.

19“But I said:

JEREMIAH 3:2  |  926

3:6–18 Jeremiah repeats the same thing 
in other words; but God by so many 
words shows clearer how ready He would 
be to grant pardon, provided the Israel-
ites really repented. It would have been 
enough for God to testify once, that He 
would be reconcilable, but seeing that 
they were slow and hard to believe, He 
proceeds in the same strain. It is a won-
derful forbearance and kindness that 
God, finding His favor neglected, and 
as it were rejected through the sloth of 
men, should yet persevere, and invite 
them again and again. What man would 
thus patiently bear the loathing of His 
favor and kindness? But we see that 
God does not immediately reject the 
tardy and the slothful, but adds new 
stimulants that He might at length move 
them, though this may seem more than 
necessary. How great is our torpidity? 
Were not God daily to urge us, how little 
attention would any of us give to His 
admonitions? It is, therefore, no wonder 
that He, pardoning our tardiness, should 
again and again invite us to repentance; 
which we find is done continually in the 
church. . . . We now, then, perceive the 
real meaning of the prophet: despair 
might have laid hold on the Israelites 
so as to dread that access to which the 
prophet had invited them; but that no 
terror might hinder them to repent, God 
here declares that He would become 
their husband, and that He had not for-
gotten that relationship with which He 
had once favored them. The sum of what 
He says is, “I have once embraced you 
with the love of a husband; you have, 
indeed, become alienated from Me, but 
return, and I am ready to forgive and to 
receive you, as though you had always 
been faithful to Me.”  John Calvin
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‘How can I put you among the children
And give you a pleasant land,
A beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?’

“And I said:

‘You shall call Me, “My Father,”
And not turn away from Me.’

20 Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from her husband,
So have you dealt treacherously with Me,
O house of Israel,” says the Lord.

21 A voice was heard on the desolate heights,
Weeping and supplications of the children of Israel.
For they have perverted their way;
They have forgotten the Lord their God.

22 “Return, you backsliding children,
And I will heal your backslidings.”

“Indeed we do come to You,
For You are the Lord our God.

23 Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills,
And from the multitude of mountains;
Truly, in the Lord our God
Is the salvation of Israel.

24 For shame has devoured
The labor of our fathers from our youth—
Their flocks and their herds,
Their sons and their daughters.

25 We lie down in our shame,
And our reproach covers us.
For we have sinned against the Lord our God,
We and our fathers,
From our youth even to this day,
And have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God.”

4 “If you will return, O Israel,” says the Lord,
“Return to Me;
And if you will put away your abominations out of My sight,
Then you shall not be moved.

2 And you shall swear, ‘The Lord lives,’
In truth, in judgment, and in righteousness;
The nations shall bless themselves in Him,
And in Him they shall glory.”

3For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:

“Break up your fallow ground,
And do not sow among thorns.

4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord,
And take away the foreskins of your hearts,
You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem,
Lest My fury come forth like fire,
And burn so that no one can quench it,
Because of the evil of your doings.”

AN IMMINENT INVASION

5Declare in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say:

“Blow the trumpet in the land;
Cry, ‘Gather together,’

927  |  JEREMIAH 4:5

3:19—4:4 Our obstinacy and scorn, 
reflecting our spirit of rebellious disdain 
for Him when He urges us to return and 
be saved, is described in the following 
comparison. He says, “And I said: ‘You 
shall call Me, “My Father,” and not turn 
away from Me.’ Surely, as a wife treach-
erously departs from her husband, so 
have you dealt treacherously with Me, O 
house of Israel,’ says the Lord.” It is only 
appropriate that as He has compared 
Jerusalem with an adulteress forsak-
ing her husband, He compares His own 
love and persevering goodness with a 
man’s undying love for a woman. For the 
goodness and love of God that He has 
always shown to the human race could 
not be more appropriately described by 
any comparison than the case of a man 
inflamed with most ardent love for a 
woman. God’s love is overcome by no 
injuries that might make Him stop car-
ing for our salvation or that might drive 
Him from His first intention as if He were 
defeated by our sins. Instead, He is con-
sumed by a more burning passion for 
her, the more He sees that He is slighted 
and despised by her.  John Cassian
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And say, ‘Assemble yourselves,
And let us go into the fortified cities.’

6 Set up the standard toward Zion.
Take refuge! Do not delay!
For I will bring disaster from the north,
And great destruction.”

7 The lion has come up from his thicket,
And the destroyer of nations is on his way.
He has gone forth from his place
To make your land desolate.
Your cities will be laid waste,
Without inhabitant.

8 For this, clothe yourself with sackcloth,
Lament and wail.
For the fierce anger of the Lord
Has not turned back from us.

9 “And it shall come to pass in that day,” says the Lord,
“That the heart of the king shall perish,
And the heart of the princes;
The priests shall be astonished,
And the prophets shall wonder.”

10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!
Surely You have greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem,
Saying, ‘You shall have peace,’
Whereas the sword reaches to the heart.”

11 At that time it will be said
To this people and to Jerusalem,

“A dry wind of the desolate heights blows in the wilderness
Toward the daughter of My people—
Not to fan or to cleanse—

12 A wind too strong for these will come for Me;
Now I will also speak judgment against them.”

13 “Behold, he shall come up like clouds,
And his chariots like a whirlwind.
His horses are swifter than eagles.
Woe to us, for we are plundered!”

14 O Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness,
That you may be saved.
How long shall your evil thoughts lodge within you?

15 For a voice declares from Dan
And proclaims affliction from Mount Ephraim:

16 “Make mention to the nations,
Yes, proclaim against Jerusalem,
That watchers come from a far country
And raise their voice against the cities of Judah.

17 Like keepers of a field they are against her all around,
Because she has been rebellious against Me,” says the Lord.

18 “Your ways and your doings
Have procured these things for you.
This is your wickedness,
Because it is bitter,
Because it reaches to your heart.”

SORROW FOR THE DOOMED NATION

19 O my soul, my soul!
I am pained in my very heart!

JEREMIAH 4:6  |  928

4:14–18 To pray with unwashed hands is 
a thing of no consequence, but to pray 
with an unclean conscience is the worst 
of all evils. Listen to what was said to the 
Jews, who were much concerned about 
such exterior purification, “Wash your 
heart from wickedness. . . . How long 
shall your evil thoughts lodge within 
you?” Let us also wash our hearts, not 
with filth but with pure water, with 
almsgiving and not with covetousness. 

Chrysostom
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TERTULLIAN:
A FOUNDER OF WESTERN THEOLOGY
c. A.D. 160 –212

“What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?”
Another way of framing this question: “What 

does the culture of the day have to do with Chris-
tianity?” So wondered Tertullian, one of the early 
influential Latin theologians from Northern Africa. 
He was skeptical about his contemporaries’ efforts 
to bring Greek philosophy into conversation with 
the truth of Christianity —  and the underlying is-
sues in that debate remain even today.

Born around A.D. 160 and raised as a pagan in 
Carthage, Tertullian was already a skilled lawyer 
and orator when he became a Christian in the 190s. 
He put those skills to good use for the sake of the 
church. Tertullian’s conversion represents a fasci-
nating development in the church’s growth at that 
time: Roman intellectuals and average citizens were 
paying closer attention to Christianity, and embrac-
ing the faith. “The outcry is that the State is filled 
with Christians,” he wrote, “that they are in the 
fields, in the citadels, in the islands . . . both sexes, 
every age and condition, even high rank, are pass-
ing over to the profession of the Christian faith.” 
He joined other Christian intellectuals to make the 
case to the broader culture that Christianity was 
not only respectable, but intellectually sound.

While many Christian thinkers of the time had 
an optimistic view of the human ability to discover 
truth and its connection with the Christian faith 
(frequently declaring that “All truth is God’s truth”), 
Tertullian said differently. He was skeptical and pes-
simistic about the human mind’s ability to grasp 
truth without the help of God’s divine revelation. 
Hence, he questioned what (the Greek philosophy 
of) Athens had to do with (the revealed faith of) 
Jerusalem.

Like Irenaeus before him, Tertullian prioritized 
apostolic succession, insisting that only those 
churches founded by apostles or led by their suc-
cessors were capable of preserving and teaching 

Christian truth. “All doctrine,” he said, “must be 
prejudged as false which savors of contradiction 
to the truth of the churches and apostles of Christ 
and God.” Consequently, given that the Church of 
Rome was founded by the great apostles Peter and 
Paul, Tertullian believed it had a special place within 
Christianity to preserve right teaching and belief.

Additionally, Tertullian was an influential voice 
in the early development of the terminology used 
to describe the triune God. The first writer known 
to have used the Latin term trinitas, Tertullian de-
clared that the Trinity was “three Persons, one 
substance,” thus helping to establish a thread of 
thought that culminated with the declarations at 
Nicea (325) and Constantinople (381).

Though Tertullian was never officially sainted, 
his legacy remains as a champion of the primacy of 
divine revelation, and as an important theologian of 
the Western church.

IMPORTANT WORKS:

• Apology

• Against Marcion

• Against Praxeas
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My heart makes a noise in me;
I cannot hold my peace,
Because you have heard, O my soul,
The sound of the trumpet,
The alarm of war.

20 Destruction upon destruction is cried,
For the whole land is plundered.
Suddenly my tents are plundered,
And my curtains in a moment.

21 How long will I see the standard,
And hear the sound of the trumpet?

22 “For My people are foolish,
They have not known Me.
They are silly children,
And they have no understanding.
They are wise to do evil,
But to do good they have no knowledge.”

23 I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void;
And the heavens, they had no light.

24 I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled,
And all the hills moved back and forth.

25 I beheld, and indeed there was no man,
And all the birds of the heavens had fled.

26 I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness,
And all its cities were broken down
At the presence of the Lord,
By His fierce anger.

27For thus says the Lord:

“The whole land shall be desolate;
Yet I will not make a full end.

28 For this shall the earth mourn,
And the heavens above be black,
Because I have spoken.
I have purposed and will not relent,
Nor will I turn back from it.

29 The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and  
bowmen.

They shall go into thickets and climb up on the rocks.
Every city shall be forsaken,
And not a man shall dwell in it.

30 “And when you are plundered,
What will you do?
Though you clothe yourself with crimson,
Though you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold,
Though you enlarge your eyes with paint,
In vain you will make yourself fair;
Your lovers will despise you;
They will seek your life.

31 “For I have heard a voice as of a woman in labor,
The anguish as of her who brings forth her first child,
The voice of the daughter of Zion bewailing herself;
She spreads her hands, saying,

‘Woe is me now, for my soul is weary
Because of murderers!’

929  |  JEREMIAH 4:31
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THE JUSTICE OF GOD’S JUDGMENT

5 “Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem;
 See now and know;
And seek in her open places
If you can find a man,
If there is anyone who executes judgment,
Who seeks the truth,
And I will pardon her.

2 Though they say, ‘As the Lord lives,’
Surely they swear falsely.”

3 O Lord, are not Your eyes on the truth?
You have stricken them,
But they have not grieved;
You have consumed them,
But they have refused to receive correction.
They have made their faces harder than rock;
They have refused to return.

4 Therefore I said, “Surely these are poor.
They are foolish;
For they do not know the way of the Lord,
The judgment of their God.

5 I will go to the great men and speak to them,
For they have known the way of the Lord,
The judgment of their God.”

But these have altogether broken the yoke
And burst the bonds.

6 Therefore a lion from the forest shall slay them,
A wolf of the deserts shall destroy them;
A leopard will watch over their cities.
Everyone who goes out from there shall be torn in pieces,
Because their transgressions are many;
Their backslidings have increased.

7 “How shall I pardon you for this?
Your children have forsaken Me
And sworn by those that are not gods.
When I had fed them to the full,
Then they committed adultery
And assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.

8 They were like well- fed lusty stallions;
Every one neighed after his neighbor’s wife.

9 Shall I not punish them for these things?” says the Lord.
“And shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?

10 “Go up on her walls and destroy,
But do not make a complete end.
Take away her branches,
For they are not the Lord’s.

11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah
Have dealt very treacherously with Me,” says the Lord.

12 They have lied about the Lord,
And said, “It is not He.
Neither will evil come upon us,
Nor shall we see sword or famine.

13 And the prophets become wind,
For the word is not in them.
Thus shall it be done to them.”

JEREMIAH 5:1  |  930

5:1–17 After the address of the Lord in 
which He commanded, “Run to and fro 
through the streets of Jerusalem,” and 
so on, the prophet addresses the Lord 
in return: “Lord, Your eyes look for faith 
[or truth],” which is ʾemûnā in Hebrew, 
referring not to the works of the Jews, in 
which they exulted according to ceremo-
nies of the Law, but to the faith of Chris-
tians, through which we are saved by 
faith. In this chapter, therefore, we learn 
that supplications are brought for the 
correction of our faults. This is why he 
says, “You have stricken them, but they 
have not grieved; You have consumed 
them, but they have refused to receive 
correction.” For Jerusalem was emended 
through many torments and chastise-
ments and was found to have no shame 
for their faults after all of this, but with 
rock- hard shamelessness on their brow, 
they would not convert to the better way. 

Jerome
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14Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts:

“Because you speak this word,
Behold, I will make My words in your mouth fire,
And this people wood,
And it shall devour them.

15 Behold, I will bring a nation against you from afar,
O house of Israel,” says the Lord.

“It is a mighty nation,
It is an ancient nation,
A nation whose language you do not know,
Nor can you understand what they say.

16 Their quiver is like an open tomb;
They are all mighty men.

17 And they shall eat up your harvest and your bread,
Which your sons and daughters should eat.
They shall eat up your flocks and your herds;
They shall eat up your vines and your fig trees;
They shall destroy your fortified cities,
In which you trust, with the sword.

18“Never the less in those days,” says the Lord, “I will not make a complete 
end of you. 19And it will be when you say, ‘Why does the Lord our God do all 
these things to us?’ then you shall answer them, ‘Just as you have forsaken Me 
and served foreign gods in your land, so you shall serve aliens in a land that 
is not yours.’

20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob
And proclaim it in Judah, saying,

21 ‘Hear this now, O foolish people,
Without understanding,
Who have eyes and see not,
And who have ears and hear not:

22 Do you not fear Me?’ says the Lord.
‘Will you not tremble at My presence,
Who have placed the sand as the bound of the sea,
By a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond it?
And though its waves toss to and fro,
Yet they cannot prevail;
Though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it.

23 But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart;
They have revolted and departed.

24 They do not say in their heart,
“Let us now fear the Lord our God,
Who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season.
He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.”

25 Your iniquities have turned these things away,
And your sins have withheld good from you.

26 ‘For among My people are found wicked men;
They lie in wait as one who sets snares;
They set a trap;
They catch men.

27 As a cage is full of birds,
So their houses are full of deceit.
Therefore they have become great and grown rich.

28 They have grown fat, they are sleek;
Yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked;
They do not plead the cause,
The cause of the fatherless;

931  |  JEREMIAH 5:28

5:18–31 The Word literally said to them, 
“Just as you have forsaken Me and 
served foreign gods in your land, so 
shall you serve aliens in a land that is 
not your own.” But every person who 
makes something a god serves alien 
gods. Do you deify food and drink? “Your 
god is the belly.” Do you honor silver and 
the wealth here below as a great good? 
Your god and lord is Mammon. For Jesus 
spoke of the love of money when he said, 
“You cannot serve God and Mammon. 
No one can serve two masters.” Thus one 
who honors money and esteems wealth 
and supposes that it is good and accepts 
the rich as gods and despises the poor 
as not possessing god in their charac-
ter, deifies silver. If anyone in the land of 
God, in the church, should worship alien 
gods by making things worthy to be god 
that are not to be made god, he will be 
rejected to an alien land and worship 
gods that he worshiped when he was 
inside. Outside let him be rejected by the 
church as a lover of money; let the one 
who is a glutton be outside the church. 

Origen
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Yet they prosper,
And the right of the needy they do not defend.

29 Shall I not punish them for these things?’ says the Lord.
‘Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?’

30 “An astonishing and horrible thing
Has been committed in the land:

31 The prophets prophesy falsely,
And the priests rule by their own power;
And My people love to have it so.
But what will you do in the end?

IMPENDING DESTRUCTION FROM THE NORTH

6 “O you children of Benjamin,
 Gather yourselves to flee from the midst of Jerusalem!
Blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
And set up a signal- fire in Beth Haccerem;
For disaster appears out of the north,
And great destruction.

2 I have likened the daughter of Zion
To a lovely and delicate woman.

3 The shepherds with their flocks shall come to her.
They shall pitch their tents against her all around.
Each one shall pasture in his own place.”

4 “Prepare war against her;
Arise, and let us go up at noon.
Woe to us, for the day goes away,
For the shadows of the evening are lengthening.

5 Arise, and let us go by night,
And let us destroy her palaces.”

6For thus has the Lord of hosts said:

“Cut down trees,
And build a mound against Jerusalem.
This is the city to be punished.
She is full of oppression in her midst.

7 As a fountain wells up with water,
So she wells up with her wickedness.
Violence and plundering are heard in her.
Before Me continually are grief and wounds.

8 Be instructed, O Jerusalem,
Lest My soul depart from you;
Lest I make you desolate,
A land not inhabited.”

9Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“They shall thoroughly glean as a vine the remnant of Israel;
As a grape- gatherer, put your hand back into the branches.”

10 To whom shall I speak and give warning,
That they may hear?
Indeed their ear is uncircumcised,
And they cannot give heed.
Behold, the word of the Lord is a reproach to them;
They have no delight in it.

11 Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord.
I am weary of holding it in.

“I will pour it out on the children outside,

JEREMIAH 5:29  |  932

6:1–30 The day is coming, when those 
careless and secure in sinful ways will 
be visited. It is folly to trifle when we 
have eternal salvation to work out, and 
the enemies of that salvation to fight 
against. But they were thus eager, not 
that they might fulfill God’s counsels, 
but that they might fill their own trea-
sures; yet God thereby served His own 
purposes. The corrupt heart of man, in 
its natural state, casts out evil thoughts, 
just as a fountain casts out her waters. 
It is always flowing, yet always full. The 
God of mercy is loth to depart even from 
a provoking people, and is earnest with 
them, that by repentance and reforma-
tion, they may prevent things from com-
ing to extremity. When the Lord arises to 
take vengeance, no sinners of any age or 
rank, or of either sex escape. They were 
set upon the world, and wholly carried 
away by the love of it. If we judge of this 
sin by God’s Word, we find multitudes 
in every station and rank given up to 
it. Those are to be reckoned our worst 
and most dangerous enemies, who 
flatter us in a sinful way. Oh that men 
would be wise for their souls! Ask for 
the old paths; the way of godliness and 
righteousness has always been the way 
God has owned and blessed. Ask for the 
old paths set forth by the written Word 
of God. When you have found the good 
way, go on in it, you will find abundant 
recompense at your journey’s end. But 
if men will not obey the voice of God 
and flee to His appointed Refuge, it will 
plainly appear at the Day of Judgment, 
that they are ruined because they reject 
God’s word. God rejects their outward 
services, as worthless to atone for their 
sins. Sacrifice and incense were to direct 
them to a Mediator; but when offered to 
purchase a license to go on in sin, they 
provoke God. The sins of God’s profess-
ing people make them an easy prey 
to their enemies. They dare not show 
themselves. Saints may rejoice in hope 
of God’s mercies, though they see them 
only in the promise: sinners must mourn 

9780785215950_int_04_isa_mal_NKJV_AncientModern_FOURTH PROOFS_CC17.indd   932 4/10/18   12:20 AM



And on the assembly of young men together;
For even the husband shall be taken with the wife,
The aged with him who is full of days.

12 And their houses shall be turned over to others,
Fields and wives together;
For I will stretch out My hand
Against the inhabitants of the land,” says the Lord.

13 “Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them,
Everyone is given to covetousness;
And from the prophet even to the priest,
Everyone deals falsely.

14 They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly,
Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’
When there is no peace.

15 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?
No! They were not at all ashamed;
Nor did they know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
At the time I punish them,
They shall be cast down,” says the Lord.

16Thus says the Lord:

“Stand in the ways and see,
And ask for the old paths, where the good way is,
And walk in it;
Then you will find rest for your souls.
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it. ’

17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying,
‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’
But they said, ‘We will not listen.’

18 Therefore hear, you nations,
And know, O congregation, what is among them.

19 Hear, O earth!
Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people—
The fruit of their thoughts,
Because they have not heeded My words
Nor My law, but rejected it.

20 For what purpose to Me
Comes frankincense from Sheba,
And sweet cane from a far country?
Your burnt offerings are not acceptable,
Nor your sacrifices sweet to Me.”

21Therefore thus says the Lord:

“Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks before this people,
And the fathers and the sons together shall fall on them.
The neighbor and his friend shall perish.”

22Thus says the Lord:

“Behold, a people comes from the north country,
And a great nation will be raised from the farthest parts of the earth.

23 They will lay hold on bow and spear;
They are cruel and have no mercy;
Their voice roars like the sea;
And they ride on horses,
As men of war set in array against you, O daughter of Zion.”

24 We have heard the report of it;
Our hands grow feeble.

933  |  JEREMIAH 6:24

for fear of God’s judgments, though they 
see them only in the threatenings. They 
are the worst of revolters, and are all cor-
rupters. Sinners soon become tempters. 
They are compared to ore supposed to 
have good metal in it, but which proves 
all dross. Nothing will prevail to part 
between them and their sins. “Repro-
bate silver” shall they be called, useless 
and worthless. When warnings, correc-
tions, rebukes, and all means of grace, 
leave men unrenewed, they will be left, 
as rejected of God, to everlasting mis-
ery. Let us pray, then, that we may be 
refined by the Lord, as silver is refined. 

Matthew Henry
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Anguish has taken hold of us,
Pain as of a woman in labor.

25 Do not go out into the field,
Nor walk by the way.
Because of the sword of the enemy,
Fear is on every side.

26 O daughter of my people,
Dress in sackcloth
And roll about in ashes!
Make mourning as for an only son, most bitter lamentation;
For the plunderer will suddenly come upon us.

27 “I have set you as an assayer and a fortress among My people,
That you may know and test their way.

28 They are all stubborn rebels, walking as slanderers.
They are bronze and iron,
They are all corrupters;

29 The bellows blow fiercely,
The lead is consumed by the fire;
The smelter refines in vain,
For the wicked are not drawn off.

30 People will call them rejected silver,
Because the Lord has rejected them.”

TRUSTING IN LYING WORDS

7  The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2“Stand in the gate 
of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, ‘Hear the word 

of the Lord, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the Lord!’ ” 
3Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4Do not trust in these lying 
words, saying, ‘The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord are these.’

5“For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thorough-
ly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, 6if you do not oppress 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in 
this place, or walk after other gods to your hurt, 7then I will cause you to dwell 
in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and ever.

8“Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit. 9Will you steal, mur-
der, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and walk after other 
gods whom you do not know, 10and then come and stand before Me in this 
house which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered to do all these 
abominations’? 11Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of 
thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the Lord.

12“But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where I set My name at 
the first, and see what I did to it because of the wickedness of My people Is-
rael. 13And now, because you have done all these works,” says the Lord, “and 
I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and I called 
you, but you did not answer, 14therefore I will do to the house which is called 
by My name, in which you trust, and to this place which I gave to you and your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 15And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have 
cast out all your brethren— the whole posterity of Ephraim.

16“Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, 
nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you. 17Do you not see what they 
do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18The children gather 
wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes 
for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that 
they may provoke Me to anger. 19Do they provoke Me to anger?” says the Lord. 
“Do they not provoke themselves, to the shame of their own faces?”

JEREMIAH 6:25  |  934

7:1–27 “Do not put your hope in decep-
tive words that say, ‘Here is the temple 
of the Lord,’ ” that imply you are His 
temple. They are only trying to assure 
you that you will never be left by God as 
though God would decide to preserve 
His blessed temple and would save His 
priests even though they are wicked. 
No! Do not find hope in those who flat-
ter you with these words. If you have not 
corrected what you are doing, then you 
are no temple of God, and God will not 
save you on account of the sacredness 
of His temple that is desecrated by you. 
His soul is disgusted by the multitude 
of your sacrifices that you offer in your 
wickedness.  Ephrem the Syrian
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20Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Behold, My anger and My fury will be 
poured out on this place— on man and on beast, on the trees of the field and on 
the fruit of the ground. And it will burn and not be quenched.”

21Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings 
to your sacrifices and eat meat. 22For I did not speak to your fathers, or com-
mand them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning 
burnt offerings or sacrifices. 23But this is what I commanded them, saying, 
‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk 
in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.’ 24Yet 
they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and the dictates 
of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 25Since the day that 
your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to 
you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. 26Yet 
they did not obey Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did 
worse than their fathers.

27“Therefore you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not obey 
you. You shall also call to them, but they will not answer you.

JUDGMENT ON OBSCENE RELIGION

28“So you shall say to them, ‘This is a nation that does not obey the voice 
of the Lord their God nor receive correction. Truth has perished and has been 
cut off from their mouth. 29Cut off your hair and cast it away, and take up a 
lamentation on the desolate heights; for the Lord has rejected and forsaken 
the generation of His wrath.’ 30For the children of Judah have done evil in My 
sight,” says the Lord. “They have set their abominations in the house which 
is called by My name, to pollute it. 31And they have built the high places of 
Tophet, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire, which I did not command, nor did it come into My heart.

32“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when it will no 
more be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of 
Slaughter; for they will bury in Tophet until there is no room. 33The corpses 
of this people will be food for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the 
earth. And no one will frighten them away. 34Then I will cause to cease from 
the cities of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the 
voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. For 
the land shall be desolate.

8  “At that time,” says the Lord, “they shall bring out the bones of the kings 
of Judah, and the bones of its princes, and the bones of the priests, and 

the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out 
of their graves. 2They shall spread them before the sun and the moon and all 
the host of heaven, which they have loved and which they have served and 
after which they have walked, which they have sought and which they have wor-
shiped. They shall not be gathered nor buried; they shall be like refuse on the 
face of the earth. 3Then death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue 
of those who remain of this evil family, who remain in all the places where I 
have driven them,” says the Lord of hosts.

THE PERIL OF FALSE TEACHING

4“Moreover you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord:

“Will they fall and not rise?
Will one turn away and not return?

5 Why has this people slidden back,
Jerusalem, in a perpetual backsliding?
They hold fast to deceit,
They refuse to return.

6 I listened and heard,
But they do not speak aright.

935  |  JEREMIAH 8:6

8:4–17 The blessed prophet Jeremiah 
loudly condemned both the ignorance 
and pride of the [unfaithful] Jews. He 
rebukes them in these words, ““How 
can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law 
of the Lord is with us’? Look, the false 
pen of the scribe certainly works false-
hood. The wise men are ashamed, they 
are dismayed and taken. Behold, they 
have rejected the word of the Lord; so 
what wisdom do they have?” For being 
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No man repented of his wickedness,
Saying, ‘What have I done?’
Everyone turned to his own course,
As the horse rushes into the battle.

7 “Even the stork in the heavens
Knows her appointed times;
And the turtledove, the swift, and the swallow
Observe the time of their coming.
But My people do not know the judgment of the Lord.

8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise,
And the law of the Lord is with us’?
Look, the false pen of the scribe certainly works falsehood.

9 The wise men are ashamed,
They are dismayed and taken.
Behold, they have rejected the word of the Lord;
So what wisdom do they have?

10 Therefore I will give their wives to others,
And their fields to those who will inherit them;
Because from the least even to the greatest
Everyone is given to covetousness;
From the prophet even to the priest
Everyone deals falsely.

11 For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people slightly,
Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’
When there is no peace.

12 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?
No! They were not at all ashamed,
Nor did they know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
In the time of their punishment
They shall be cast down,” says the Lord.

13 “I will surely consume them,” says the Lord.
“No grapes shall be on the vine,
Nor figs on the fig tree,
And the leaf shall fade;
And the things I have given them shall pass away from them.” ’ ”

14 “Why do we sit still?
Assemble yourselves,
And let us enter the fortified cities,
And let us be silent there.
For the Lord our God has put us to silence
And given us water of gall to drink,
Because we have sinned against the Lord.

15 “We looked for peace, but no good came;
And for a time of health, and there was trouble!

16 The snorting of His horses was heard from Dan.
The whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of His strong ones;
For they have come and devoured the land and all that is in it,
The city and those who dwell in it.”

17 “For behold, I will send serpents among you,
Vipers which cannot be charmed,
And they shall bite you,” says the Lord.

THE PROPHET MOURNS FOR THE PEOPLE

18 I would comfort myself in sorrow;
My heart is faint in me.

JEREMIAH 8:7  |  936

neither wise nor acquainted with the 
sacred Scriptures, though the scribes 
and Pharisees falsely assumed to them-
selves the reputation of being learned 
in the Law, they rejected the Word of 
God. For when the Only- begotten had 
become man, they did not receive Him 
or yield their neck obediently to the 
summons that He addressed to them by 
the gospel. Because, therefore, by their 
wicked conduct they rejected the Word 
of God, they were themselves rejected, 
being condemned by God’s just decree. 
He said, by the voice of Jeremiah, “Call 
them rejected silver, because the Lord 
has rejected them” (6:30). And again, 
“Cut off your hair and cast it away, and 
take up a lamentation on the desolate 
heights; for the Lord has rejected and 
forsaken the generation of His wrath” 
(7:29).  Cyril of Alexandria

8:18—9:11 Let us collect ourselves, 
I exhort you. There are daily wars, 
submersions of towns, innumerable 
destructions all around us, and on every 
side the wrath of God is enclosing us as 
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19 Listen! The voice,
The cry of the daughter of my people
From a far country:

“Is not the Lord in Zion?
Is not her King in her?”

“Why have they provoked Me to anger
With their carved images—
With foreign idols?”

20 “The harvest is past,
The summer is ended,
And we are not saved!”

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people I am hurt.
I am mourning;
Astonishment has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead,
Is there no physician there?
Why then is there no recovery
For the health of the daughter of my people?

9  Oh, that my head were waters,
And my eyes a fountain of tears,

That I might weep day and night
For the slain of the daughter of my people!

2 Oh, that I had in the wilderness
A lodging place for travelers;
That I might leave my people,
And go from them!
For they are all adulterers,
An assembly of treacherous men.

3 “And like their bow they have bent their tongues for lies.
They are not valiant for the truth on the earth.
For they proceed from evil to evil,
And they do not know Me,” says the Lord.

4 “Everyone take heed to his neighbor,
And do not trust any brother;
For every brother will utterly supplant,
And every neighbor will walk with slanderers.

5 Everyone will deceive his neighbor,
And will not speak the truth;
They have taught their tongue to speak lies;
They weary themselves to commit iniquity.

6 Your dwelling place is in the midst of deceit;
Through deceit they refuse to know Me,” says the Lord.

7Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Behold, I will refine them and try them;
For how shall I deal with the daughter of My people?

8 Their tongue is an arrow shot out;
It speaks deceit;
One speaks peaceably to his neighbor with his mouth,
But in his heart he lies in wait.

9 Shall I not punish them for these things?” says the Lord.
“Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?”

10 I will take up a weeping and wailing for the mountains,
And for the dwelling places of the wilderness a lamentation,
Because they are burned up,

937  |  JEREMIAH 9:10

in a net. As though we were well- pleasing 
to Him, we are secure. We all make our 
hands ready for unjust gains and not for 
helping others. We are all ready to plun-
der, but no one is ready to protect. Each 
one of us has much anxiety over how he 
may add to his wealth. No one has anxi-
ety over how he may save his own soul. 
One fear possesses all, that we should 
not become poor. No one is in anguish 
and trembling out of fear that we should 
fall into hell. These things call for lamen-
tation, these call for accusation, for eter-
nal damnation. I do not wish to speak of 
these things, but I am constrained by my 
grief. Forgive me. I am forced by sorrow 
to utter many things, even those that I 
do not wish to say. I see that our wound 
is grievous, that our calamity is beyond 
comfort, that woes have overtaken us 
that exceed the consolation. We are 
undone. “O that my head were waters 
and my eyes a fountain of tears,” that I 
might lament. Let us weep, beloved, let 
us groan.  Chrysostom
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So that no one can pass through;
Nor can men hear the voice of the cattle.
Both the birds of the heavens and the beasts have fled;
They are gone.

11 “I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a den of jackals.
I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.”

12Who is the wise man who may understand this? And who is he to whom 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken, that he may declare it? Why does the land 
perish and burn up like a wilderness, so that no one can pass through?

13And the Lord said, “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before 
them, and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked according to it, 14but they 
have walked according to the dictates of their own hearts and after the Baals, 
which their fathers taught them,” 15therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel: “Behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood, and give 
them water of gall to drink. 16I will scatter them also among the Gentiles, whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known. And I will send a sword after them 
until I have consumed them.”

THE PEOPLE MOURN IN JUDGMENT

17Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Consider and call for the mourning women,
That they may come;
And send for skillful wailing women,
That they may come.

18 Let them make haste
And take up a wailing for us,
That our eyes may run with tears,
And our eyelids gush with water.

19 For a voice of wailing is heard from Zion:
‘How we are plundered!
We are greatly ashamed,
Because we have forsaken the land,
Because we have been cast out of our dwellings.’ ”

20 Yet hear the word of the Lord, O women,
And let your ear receive the word of His mouth;
Teach your daughters wailing,
And everyone her neighbor a lamentation.

21 For death has come through our windows,
Has entered our palaces,
To kill off the children— no longer to be outside!
And the young men— no longer on the streets!

22Speak, “Thus says the Lord:

‘Even the carcasses of men shall fall as refuse on the open field,
Like cuttings after the harvester,
And no one shall gather them. ’  ”

23Thus says the Lord:

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
Let not the mighty man glory in his might,
Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;

24 But let him who glories glory in this,
That he understands and knows Me,
That I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and 

righteousness in the earth.
For in these I delight,” says the Lord.

JEREMIAH 9:11  |  938
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25“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that I will punish all who 
are circumcised with the uncircumcised—  26Egypt, Judah, Edom, the people 
of Ammon, Moab, and all who are in the farthest corners, who dwell in the wil-
derness. For all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are 
uncircumcised in the heart.”

IDOLS AND THE TRUE GOD

10  Hear the word which the Lord speaks to you, O house of Israel.
2Thus says the Lord:

“Do not learn the way of the Gentiles;
Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven,
For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.

3 For the customs of the peoples are futile;
For one cuts a tree from the forest,
The work of the hands of the workman, with the ax.

4 They decorate it with silver and gold;
They fasten it with nails and hammers
So that it will not topple.

5 They are upright, like a palm tree,
And they cannot speak;
They must be carried,
Because they cannot go by themselves.
Do not be afraid of them,
For they cannot do evil,
Nor can they do any good.”

6 Inasmuch as there is none like You, O Lord
(You are great, and Your name is great in might),

7 Who would not fear You, O King of the nations?
For this is Your rightful due.
For among all the wise men of the nations,
And in all their kingdoms,
There is none like You.

8 But they are altogether dull- hearted and foolish;
A wooden idol is a worthless doctrine.

9 Silver is beaten into plates;
It is brought from Tarshish,
And gold from Uphaz,
The work of the craftsman
And of the hands of the metalsmith;
Blue and purple are their clothing;
They are all the work of skillful men.

10 But the Lord is the true God;
He is the living God and the everlasting King.
At His wrath the earth will tremble,
And the nations will not be able to endure His indignation.

11Thus you shall say to them: “The gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth shall perish from the earth and from under these heavens.”

12 He has made the earth by His power,
He has established the world by His wisdom,
And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion.

13 When He utters His voice,
There is a multitude of waters in the heavens:

“And He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth.
He makes lightning for the rain,
He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”  a

10:13 a Psalm 135:7    

939  |  JEREMIAH 10:13

10:1–16 Therefore we ought to believe that 
God is good, eternal, perfect, almighty 
and true, such as we find him in the Law 
and the Prophets and the rest of the Holy 
Scriptures, for otherwise there is no God. 
For He who is God must be good, seeing 
that fullness of goodness is of the nature 
of God. God, who made time, cannot be 
in time. Again, God cannot be imperfect, 
for a lesser being is plainly imperfect, 
seeing that it lacks somewhat whereby it 
could be made equal to a greater. This, 
then, is the teaching of our faith— that 
God is not evil, that with God nothing 
is impossible, that God does not exist 
in time, that God is beneath no being. 
If I am in error, let my adversaries prove 
it. . . . But if heretics deny that either the 
heavens or the earth were made by You, 
O Lord, let them take heed of the abyss 
into which they are hurling themselves 
by their own madness. The prophet 
writes, “The gods that have not made the 
heavens and earth shall perish from the 
earth and from under these elements.” 
 Ambrose
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14 Everyone is dull- hearted, without knowledge;
Every metalsmith is put to shame by an image;
For his molded image is falsehood,
And there is no breath in them.

15 They are futile, a work of errors;
In the time of their punishment they shall perish.

16 The Portion of Jacob is not like them,
For He is the Maker of all things,
And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance;
The Lord of hosts is His name.

THE COMING CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH

17 Gather up your wares from the land,
O inhabitant of the fortress!

18For thus says the Lord:

“Behold, I will throw out at this time
The inhabitants of the land,
And will distress them,
That they may find it so.”

19 Woe is me for my hurt!
My wound is severe.
But I say, “Truly this is an infirmity,
And I must bear it.”

20 My tent is plundered,
And all my cords are broken;
My children have gone from me,
And they are no more.
There is no one to pitch my tent anymore,
Or set up my curtains.

21 For the shepherds have become dull- hearted,
And have not sought the Lord;
Therefore they shall not prosper,
And all their flocks shall be scattered.

22 Behold, the noise of the report has come,
And a great commotion out of the north country,
To make the cities of Judah desolate, a den of jackals.

23 O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself;
It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.

24 O Lord, correct me, but with justice;
Not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.

25 Pour out Your fury on the Gentiles, who do not know You,
And on the families who do not call on Your name;
For they have eaten up Jacob,
Devoured him and consumed him,
And made his dwelling place desolate.

THE BROKEN COVENANT

11  The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2“Hear the words 
of this cov en ant, and speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem; 3and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel: “Cursed is 
the man who does not obey the words of this cov en ant 4which I commanded 
your fathers in the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron 
furnace, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and do according to all that I command you; 
so shall you be My people, and I will be your God,’ 5that I may establish the oath 

JEREMIAH 10:14  |  940

11:1–17 When He was giving the Law, 
He added this to the Law, for He said, 
“Cursed is the one who does not confirm 
all the words of this law” (Deut. 27:26), 
and He also promises there and again 
here how He will deem worthy of all care 
those who keep the divine command-
ments. And He reminds them also of the 
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which I have sworn to your fathers, to give them ‘a land flowing with milk and 
honey,’ a as it is this day.” ’ ”

And I answered and said, “So be it, Lord.”
6Then the Lord said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah 

and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying: ‘Hear the words of this cov en ant and 
do them. 7For I earnestly exhorted your fathers in the day I brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt, until this day, rising early and exhorting, saying, “Obey 
My voice.” 8Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone followed the 
dictates of his evil heart; therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this 
cov en ant, which I commanded them to do, but which they have not done.’ ”

9And the Lord said to me, “A conspiracy has been found among the men 
of Judah and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10They have turned back to 
the iniquities of their forefathers who refused to hear My words, and they have 
gone after other gods to serve them; the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have broken My cov en ant which I made with their fathers.”

11Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will surely bring calamity on 
them which they will not be able to escape; and though they cry out to Me, I 
will not listen to them. 12Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they offer incense, but they will 
not save them at all in the time of their trouble. 13For according to the number 
of your cities were your gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the 
streets of Jerusalem you have set up altars to that shameful thing, altars to 
burn incense to Baal.

14“So do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I 
will not hear them in the time that they cry out to Me because of their trouble.

15 “What has My beloved to do in My house,
Having done lewd deeds with many?
And the holy flesh has passed from you.
When you do evil, then you rejoice.

16 The Lord called your name,
Green Olive Tree, Lovely and of Good Fruit.
With the noise of a great tumult
He has kindled fire on it,
And its branches are broken.

17“For the Lord of hosts, who planted you, has pronounced doom against 
you for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they 
have done against themselves to provoke Me to anger in offering incense to 
Baal.”

JEREMIAH’S LIFE THREATENED

18Now the Lord gave me knowledge of it, and I know it; for You showed me 
their doings. 19But I was like a docile lamb brought to the slaughter; and I did 
not know that they had devised schemes against me, saying, “Let us destroy 
the tree with its fruit, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his 
name may be remembered no more.”

20 But, O Lord of hosts,
You who judge righteously,
Testing the mind and the heart,
Let me see Your vengeance on them,
For to You I have revealed my cause.

21“Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth who seek 
your life, saying, ‘Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord, lest you die by our 
hand’—  22therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, I will punish them. 
The young men shall die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die 

11:5 a Exodus 3:8    

941  |  JEREMIAH 11:22

things spoken to their ancestors and of 
their ancestors’ disobedience. For they 
turned their ear away, He says, and every 
one went in the direction of his own evil 
heart. And He says here “direction” not 
as meaning “uprightness” but rather the 
evil that arises immediately in their mal-
ice. For they have not turned from this 
evil but have journeyed constantly in it. 
“And I brought on them all the words of 
this covenant that I commanded them 
to do, and yet they did not do.” He gave 
them over to noteworthy punishments; 
sometimes they served the Ammonites, 
other times the Moabites, and still other 
times other foreigners. . . . The phrase “a 
conspiracy has been found” means “they 
have banded themselves together and 
joined themselves with their ancestors 
and they travel down the road of their 
ancestors’ wickedness.” He indicates as 
much also through the things that are 
brought against them. “And they have 
gone after other gods to serve them.” 
They do these things in transgression 
of the covenant that was given to them. 
For this reason I will surround them 
with misfortunes of all kinds, and those 
who weep I will not deem worthy to be 
spared. They will not even enjoy any help 
from the gods who are revered by them. 
 Theodoret of Cyr
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by famine; 23and there shall be no remnant of them, for I will bring catastrophe 
on the men of Anathoth, even the year of their punishment.’ ”

JEREMIAH’S QUESTION

12  Righteous are You, O Lord, when I plead with You;
Yet let me talk with You about Your judgments.

Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why are those happy who deal so treacherously?

2 You have planted them, yes, they have taken root;
They grow, yes, they bear fruit.
You are near in their mouth
But far from their mind.

3 But You, O Lord, know me;
You have seen me,
And You have tested my heart toward You.
Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
And prepare them for the day of slaughter.

4 How long will the land mourn,
And the herbs of every field wither?
The beasts and birds are consumed,
For the wickedness of those who dwell there,
Because they said, “He will not see our final end.”

THE LORD ANSWERS JEREMIAH

5 “If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you,
Then how can you contend with horses?
And if in the land of peace,
In which you trusted, they wearied you,
Then how will you do in the floodplaina of the Jordan?

6 For even your brothers, the house of your father,
Even they have dealt treacherously with you;
Yes, they have called a multitude after you.
Do not believe them,
Even though they speak smooth words to you.

7 “I have forsaken My house, I have left My heritage;
I have given the dearly beloved of My soul into the hand of her enemies.

8 My heritage is to Me like a lion in the forest;
It cries out against Me;
Therefore I have hated it.

9 My heritage is to Me like a speckled vulture;
The vultures all around are against her.
Come, assemble all the beasts of the field,
Bring them to devour!

10 “Many rulersa have destroyed My vineyard,
They have trodden My portion underfoot;
They have made My pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it desolate;
Desolate, it mourns to Me;
The whole land is made desolate,
Because no one takes it to heart.

12 The plunderers have come
On all the desolate heights in the wilderness,
For the sword of the Lord shall devour
From one end of the land to the other end of the land;
No flesh shall have peace.

12:5 a Or thicket    12:10 a Literally shepherds or pastors    

JEREMIAH 11:23  |  942

12:1–17 “Why does the way of the wicked 
prosper? Why are those happy who deal 
so treacherously?” Here the prophet 
steps out from his usual discourse. On 
other occasions he brings before God 
prayers and sorrow about sinners. But 
it seems here that he is beginning a 
dispute with God: Why is God merci-
ful to them when they certainly do not 
deserve His mercy because their hearts 
are hard and stubborn? Truly, Jeremiah 
is not the only one who asks this ques-
tion. Many righteous people wanted to 
know, as if they debated with God about 
His multitude of mercies to sinners. 
Job and David and Habakkuk wondered 
in this way about the mystery of God’s 
extended patience. But they all had one 
goal— to call sinners to repentance. 
This is why they explained this mystery 
of [divine] extended patience, and tried 
to reveal to sinners all the benefits that 
the Lord promised to those who repent. 
For He is good, and slow to anger to the 
sons of Adam, and as a hospitable Father, 
showers them with His gifts. But at the 
same time, righteous people let them 
know beforehand the punishment that 
they can expect if they remain hardened 
in their hearts and will not stop their 
wicked stubbornness. Jeremiah had the 
same goal: by fear and promises to wake 
up and to call Israel to serve their God. 
 Ephrem the Syrian
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13 They have sown wheat but reaped thorns;
They have put themselves to pain but do not profit.
But be ashamed of your harvest
Because of the fierce anger of the Lord.”

14Thus says the Lord: “Against all My evil neighbors who touch the in-
heritance which I have caused My people Israel to inherit— behold, I will 
pluck them out of their land and pluck out the house of Judah from among 
them. 15Then it shall be, after I have plucked them out, that I will return and 
have compassion on them and bring them back, everyone to his heritage and 
everyone to his land. 16And it shall be, if they will learn carefully the ways of 
My people, to swear by My name, ‘As the Lord lives,’  as they taught My people 
to swear by Baal, then they shall be established in the midst of My people. 
17But if they do not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation,” says 
the Lord.

SYMBOL OF THE LINEN SASH

13  Thus the Lord said to me: “Go and get yourself a linen sash, and put it 
around your waist, but do not put it in water.” 2So I got a sash according 

to the word of the Lord, and put it around my waist.
3And the word of the Lord came to me the second time, saying, 4“Take 

the sash that you acquired, which is around your waist, and arise, go to the 
Euphrates,a and hide it there in a hole in the rock.” 5So I went and hid it by the 
Euphrates, as the Lord commanded me.

6Now it came to pass after many days that the Lord said to me, “Arise, go to 
the Euphrates, and take from there the sash which I commanded you to hide 
there.” 7Then I went to the Euphrates and dug, and I took the sash from the 
place where I had hidden it; and there was the sash, ruined. It was profitable 
for nothing.

8Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9“Thus says the Lord: ‘In 
this manner I will ruin the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. 
10This evil people, who refuse to hear My words, who follow the dictates of their 
hearts, and walk after other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be 
just like this sash which is profitable for nothing. 11For as the sash clings to the 
waist of a man, so I have caused the whole house of Israel and the whole house 
of Judah to cling to Me,’ says the Lord, ‘that they may become My people, for 
renown, for praise, and for glory; but they would not hear.’

SYMBOL OF THE WINE BOTTLES

12“Therefore you shall speak to them this word: ‘Thus says the Lord God of 
Israel: “Every bottle shall be filled with wine.” ’

“And they will say to you, ‘Do we not certainly know that every bottle will 
be filled with wine?’

13“Then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will fill all the 
inhabitants of this land— even the kings who sit on David’s throne, the priests, 
the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem— with drunkenness! 14And 
I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons togeth-
er,” says the Lord. “I will not pity nor spare nor have mercy, but will destroy 
them.” ’ ”

PRIDE PRECEDES CAPTIVITY

15 Hear and give ear:
Do not be proud,
For the Lord has spoken.

16 Give glory to the Lord your God
Before He causes darkness,

13:4 a Hebrew Perath    

943  |  JEREMIAH 13:16
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And before your feet stumble
On the dark mountains,
And while you are looking for light,
He turns it into the shadow of death
And makes it dense darkness.

17 But if you will not hear it,
My soul will weep in secret for your pride;
My eyes will weep bitterly
And run down with tears,
Because the Lord’s flock has been taken captive.

18 Say to the king and to the queen  mother,
“Humble yourselves;
Sit down,
For your rule shall collapse, the crown of your glory.”

19 The cities of the South shall be shut up,
And no one shall open them;
Judah shall be carried away captive, all of it;
It shall be wholly carried away captive.

20 Lift up your eyes and see
Those who come from the north.
Where is the flock that was given to you,
Your beautiful sheep?

21 What will you say when He punishes you?
For you have taught them
To be chieftains, to be head over you.
Will not pangs seize you,
Like a woman in labor?

22 And if you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come upon me?”
For the greatness of your iniquity
Your skirts have been uncovered,
Your heels made bare.

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots?
Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.

24 “Therefore I will scatter them like stubble
That passes away by the wind of the wilderness.

25 This is your lot,
The portion of your measures from Me,” says the Lord,

“Because you have forgotten Me
And trusted in falsehood.

26 Therefore I will uncover your skirts over your face,
That your shame may appear.

27 I have seen your adulteries
And your lustful neighings,
The lewdness of your harlotry,
Your abominations on the hills in the fields.
Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
Will you still not be made clean?”

SWORD, FAMINE, AND PESTILENCE

14  The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning the droughts.

2 “Judah mourns,
And her gates languish;
They mourn for the land,
And the cry of Jerusalem has gone up.

JEREMIAH 13:17  |  944
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3 Their nobles have sent their lads for water;
They went to the cisterns and found no water.
They returned with their vessels empty;
They were ashamed and confounded
And covered their heads.

4 Because the ground is parched,
For there was no rain in the land,
The plowmen were ashamed;
They covered their heads.

5 Yes, the deer also gave birth in the field,
But left because there was no grass.

6 And the wild donkeys stood in the desolate heights;
They sniffed at the wind like jackals;
Their eyes failed because there was no grass.”

7 O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us,
Do it for Your name’s sake;
For our backslidings are many,
We have sinned against You.

8 O the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time of trouble,
Why should You be like a stranger in the land,
And like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?

9 Why should You be like a man astonished,
Like a mighty one who cannot save?
Yet You, O Lord, are in our midst,
And we are called by Your name;
Do not leave us!

10Thus says the Lord to this people:

“Thus they have loved to wander;
They have not restrained their feet.
Therefore the Lord does not accept them;
He will remember their iniquity now,
And punish their sins.”

11Then the Lord said to me, “Do not pray for this people, for their good. 
12When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offer-
ing and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them by the 
sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.”

13Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, the prophets say to them, ‘You shall 
not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you assured peace 
in this place.’ ”

14And the Lord said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have 
not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a 
false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart. 15There-
fore thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name, 
whom I did not send, and who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not be in this land’— 
‘By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed! 16And the people to 
whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of 
the famine and the sword; they will have no one to bury them— them nor their 
wives, their sons nor their daughters— for I will pour their wickedness on them.’

17“Therefore you shall say this word to them:

‘Let my eyes flow with tears night and day,
And let them not cease;
For the virgin daughter of my people
Has been broken with a mighty stroke, with a very severe blow.

18 If I go out to the field,
Then behold, those slain with the sword!

945  |  JEREMIAH 14:18

14:10–18 Now this passage, is worthy of 
being especially noticed, for unbelief is 
here painted to the life. It is indeed true 
that even the children of God are not so 
tranquil in their minds that they never 
fear, that they are never solicitous or 
anxious, that they dread no danger; but 
yet, though the faithful are disturbed 
by many inquietudes, cares, anxieties, 
and fears, still God ever preserves them; 
and the firmness of their faith within 
continues, though it may happen that 
they are apparently not only shaken, but 
even stagger and fall. But God gives to 
the unbelieving their just reward, who 
derogate from His power, while they 
place their safety on men or on idols, for 
they never find where they may safely 
stand. They therefore weary themselves 
without any advantage. On this account 
He says, “Therefore the Lord does not 
accept them,” that is, God will not give 
them courage: nay, He says, “He will 
remember their iniquity now and punish 
their sins.” In short, he teaches us, that 
so grievous was the wickedness of that 
people, that there was no place for the 
mercy of God.  John Calvin
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FOURTH PROOFS

CHARLES SPURGEON:
PRINCE OF PREACHERS
1834 – 1892

The communion of saints has been impacted by 
theologians and evangelists, monks and mystics. 
Add to that list preachers, those specially called 
to declare the Word of God to the world. Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon was one of the most influential 
preachers and Christian leaders of the nineteenth 
century, delivering thousands of sermons that have 
since been translated into many languages and 
reached millions of people for Christ.

Born into a nominally Anglican family in Essex, 
England in 1834, Spurgeon had a dramatic conver-
sion experience to Christ when he was a teenager. 
Caught in a snow storm at fifteen while walking 
to meet a friend, he was forced to take refuge in a 
Methodist church. There, he was confronted with 
the text of Isaiah 45:22: “Look to Me, and be saved, 
all you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is 
no other.” The pastor of the chapel exhorted him: 
“Young man, look to Jesus Christ. Look!” He did, and 
later described his joyous conversion experience in 
this way:

When the Lord first pardoned my sins, I was 
so joyous that I could scarcely refrain from 
dancing. On the road home from the house 
where I had been set free, I wanted to shout 
in the street the story of my deliverance. My 
soul was so happy that I wanted to tell every 
snowflake that was falling from heaven of 
the wondrous love of Jesus who had blotted 
out the sins of my most rebellious nature.

He would spend the rest of his life telling every 
man, woman, and child he encountered of the won-
drous love of Jesus. Within a year of his conversion, 
he had preached his first sermon; and within a few 
months of that sermon, he was installed as the pas-
tor of a small Baptist church in Cambridgeshire. 
Then in 1854 at the age of nineteen, he assumed the 

pastorate at the famed London Baptist church New 
Park Street Chapel. From that platform his preach-
ing fame began to spread.

By twenty- two he had become the most popu-
lar preacher of his day, preaching to thousands 
and reaching more through the regular publication 
of his sermons. Four years later his church moved 
into the renovated Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
which held six thousand people. In 1857 he spoke 
to twenty-four thousand at the Crystal Palace. His 
style of preaching was populist, speaking directly 
to the common person using the language of the 
heart and soul to convey the truths of Scripture. 
Although he never gave altar calls, every Sunday he 
would invite all who were interested in giving their 
lives to Christ to meet him the next day. Each Mon-
day morning a parishioner or two would seek out 
Spurgeon, desiring to give their life to Christ.

“He who searches all hearts,” Spurgeon said of 
his ministry mission, “knows that our aim and ob-
ject is not to gather a band around self, but to unite 
a company around the Savior.” Spurgeon authored 
forty- nine volumes of commentaries, devotionals, 
and anecdotes, and gave nearly four thousand ser-
mons by the time of his death in 1892, securing his 
reputation as the “Prince of Preachers.”

IMPORTANT WORKS:

• Morning and Evening Devotions

• The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons
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And if I enter the city,
Then behold, those sick from famine!
Yes, both prophet and priest go about in a land they do not know.’ ”

THE PEOPLE PLEAD FOR MERCY

19 Have You utterly rejected Judah?
Has Your soul loathed Zion?
Why have You stricken us so that there is no healing for us?
We looked for peace, but there was no good;
And for the time of healing, and there was trouble.

20 We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness
And the iniquity of our fathers,
For we have sinned against You.

21 Do not abhor us, for Your name’s sake;
Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory.
Remember, do not break Your covenant with us.

22 Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?
Are You not He, O Lord our God?
Therefore we will wait for You,
Since You have made all these.

THE LORD WILL NOT RELENT

15  Then the Lord said to me, “Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me, 
My mind would not be favorable toward this people. Cast them out of My 

sight, and let them go forth. 2And it shall be, if they say to you, ‘Where should 
we go?’ then you shall tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord:

“Such as are for death, to death;
And such as are for the sword, to the sword;
And such as are for the famine, to the famine;
And such as are for the captivity, to the captivity.” ’

3“And I will appoint over them four forms of destruction,” says the Lord: 
“the sword to slay, the dogs to drag, the birds of the heavens and the beasts of 
the earth to devour and destroy. 4I will hand them over to trouble, to all king-
doms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for 
what he did in Jerusalem.

5 “For who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem?
Or who will bemoan you?
Or who will turn aside to ask how you are doing?

6 You have forsaken Me,” says the Lord,
“You have gone backward.
Therefore I will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you;
I am weary of relenting!

7 And I will winnow them with a winnowing fan in the gates of the land;
I will bereave them of children;
I will destroy My people,
Since they do not return from their ways.

8 Their widows will be increased to Me more than the sand of the seas;
I will bring against them,
Against the  mother of the young men,
A plunderer at noonday;
I will cause anguish and terror to fall on them suddenly.

9 “She languishes who has borne seven;
She has breathed her last;
Her sun has gone down
While it was yet day;

JEREMIAH 14:19  |  946

14:19–22 What a state the person is in 
who has deserted the easy yoke and the 
light burden of Christ to subject himself 
once again to the yoke of demons and to 
bear the burden of the heaviest sin! How 
can this be after we have known that the 
heart of those who worship idols is ashes 
and their life more worthless than clay, 
and after we have said, “Are there any 
among the idols of the nations that can 
cause rain?”  Origen

15:1–21 The chapter presents Jeremiah 
in several different roles in his spiritual 
ministry. The mourner (15:1–9): Jeremiah 
did not rejoice that the people were fac-
ing either captivity or death. He was a 
man with a broken heart. He knew that 
the nation deserved their fate, but it 
pained him just the same. Jesus felt that 
pain when He wept over Jerusalem in His 
day (Luke 19:41–44). Does the wicked-
ness of today’s world break your heart? 
The troublemaker (15:10): Jeremiah did 
not preach “smooth words” as the false 
prophets did (12:6), and his messages 
made people curse him. Sometimes you 
must cause problems before you can 
solve problems. The sufferer (15:15–18): 
The prophet experienced the loneliness 
of leadership and the anguish of minis-
try, but God encouraged him as he fed 
on the Word. God may not take away the 
pain in your heart, but He can balance 
it with His joy. The separator (15:19–21): 
The prophet had to be careful to preach 
only the true Word of God and not mix 
it with lies as the false prophets did. 
As a wall, he brought division; but God 
would defend him from the attacks of 
the people. God did not keep him out 
of the battle, but He did bring Jeremiah 
through it.  Warren Wiersbe
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She has been ashamed and confounded.
And the remnant of them I will deliver to the sword
Before their enemies,” says the Lord.

JEREMIAH’S DEJECTION

10 Woe is me, my  mother,
That you have borne me,
A man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth!
I have neither lent for interest,
Nor have men lent to me for interest.
Every one of them curses me.

11The Lord said:

“Surely it will be well with your remnant;
Surely I will cause the enemy to intercede with you
In the time of adversity and in the time of affliction.

12 Can anyone break iron,
The northern iron and the bronze?

13 Your wealth and your treasures
I will give as plunder without price,
Because of all your sins,
Throughout your territories.

14 And I will make you cross over witha your enemies
Into a land which you do not know;
For a fire is kindled in My anger,
Which shall burn upon you.”

15 O Lord, You know;
Remember me and visit me,
And take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In Your enduring patience, do not take me away.
Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke.

16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart;
For I am called by Your name,
O Lord God of hosts.

17 I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers,
Nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone because of Your hand,
For You have filled me with indignation.

18 Why is my pain perpetual
And my wound incurable,
Which refuses to be healed?
Will You surely be to me like an unreliable stream,
As waters that fail?

THE LORD REASSURES JEREMIAH

19Therefore thus says the Lord:

“If you return,
Then I will bring you back;
You shall stand before Me;
If you take out the precious from the vile,
You shall be as My mouth.
Let them return to you,
But you must not return to them.

15:14 a Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read cause you 
to serve (compare 17:4).    

947  |  JEREMIAH 15:19
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20 And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall;
And they will fight against you,
But they shall not prevail against you;
For I am with you to save you
And deliver you,” says the Lord.

21 “I will deliver you from the hand of the wicked,
And I will redeem you from the grip of the terrible.”

JEREMIAH’S LIFESTYLE AND MESSAGE

16  The word of the Lord also came to me, saying, 2“You shall not take a 
wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place.” 3For thus says 

the Lord concerning the sons and daughters who are born in this place, and 
concerning their mothers who bore them and their fathers who begot them 
in this land: 4“They shall die gruesome deaths; they shall not be lamented nor 
shall they be buried, but they shall be like refuse on the face of the earth. They 
shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, and their corpses shall be meat 
for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth.”

5For thus says the Lord: “Do not enter the house of mourning, nor go to la-
ment or bemoan them; for I have taken away My peace from this people,” says 
the Lord, “lovingkindness and mercies. 6Both the great and the small shall die 
in this land. They shall not be buried; neither shall men lament for them, cut 
themselves, nor make themselves bald for them. 7Nor shall men break bread in 
mourning for them, to comfort them for the dead; nor shall men give them the 
cup of consolation to drink for their father or their  mother. 8Also you shall not 
go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and drink.”

9For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will cause to 
cease from this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth and 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.

10“And it shall be, when you show this people all these words, and they say 
to you, ‘Why has the Lord pronounced all this great disaster against us? Or 
what is our iniquity? Or what is our sin that we have committed against the 
Lord our God?’ 11then you shall say to them, ‘Because your fathers have for-
saken Me,’ says the Lord; ‘they have walked after other gods and have served 
them and worshiped them, and have forsaken Me and not kept My law. 12And 
you have done worse than your fathers, for behold, each one follows the dic-
tates of his own evil heart, so that no one listens to Me. 13Therefore I will cast 
you out of this land into a land that you do not know, neither you nor your 
fathers; and there you shall serve other gods day and night, where I will not 
show you favor.’

GOD WILL RESTORE ISRAEL

14“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that it shall no 
more be said, ‘The Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel from the 
land of Egypt,’  15but, ‘The Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel 
from the land of the north and from all the lands where He had driven them.’ 
For I will bring them back into their land which I gave to their fathers.

16“Behold, I will send for many fisher men,” says the Lord, “and they shall 
fish them; and after ward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them 
from every mountain and every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17For My 
eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity 
hidden from My eyes. 18And first I will repay double for their iniquity and their 
sin, because they have defiled My land; they have filled My inheritance with the 
carcasses of their detestable and abominable idols.”

19 O Lord, my strength and my fortress,
My refuge in the day of affliction,
The Gentiles shall come to You
From the ends of the earth and say,

JEREMIAH 15:20  |  948

16:14–21 “Will a man make gods unto 
himself, which are not gods?” One great 
besetting sin of ancient Israel was idola-
try, and the spiritual Israel are vexed with 
a tendency to the same folly. Remphan’s 
star shines no longer, and the women 
weep no more for Tammuz, but Mam-
mon still intrudes his golden calf, and 
the shrines of pride are not forsaken. 
Self in various forms struggles to sub-
due the chosen ones under its dominion, 
and the flesh sets up its altars wher-
ever it can find space for them. . . . It is 
truly said that “which are not gods,” for 
the objects of our foolish love are very 
doubtful blessings, the solace which 
they yield us now is dangerous, and the 
help which they can give us in the hour 
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“Surely our fathers have inherited lies,
Worthlessness and unprofitable things.”

20 Will a man make gods for himself,
Which are not gods?

21 “Therefore behold, I will this once cause them to know,
I will cause them to know
My hand and My might;
And they shall know that My name is the Lord.

JUDAH’S SIN AND PUNISHMENT

17  “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron;
 With the point of a diamond it is engraved

On the tablet of their heart,
And on the horns of your altars,

2 While their children remember
Their altars and their wooden imagesa

By the green trees on the high hills.
3 O My mountain in the field,

I will give as plunder your wealth, all your treasures,
And your high places of sin within all your borders.

4 And you, even yourself,
Shall let go of your heritage which I gave you;
And I will cause you to serve your enemies
In the land which you do not know;
For you have kindled a fire in My anger which shall burn forever.”

5Thus says the Lord:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man
And makes flesh his strength,
Whose heart departs from the Lord.

6 For he shall be like a shrub in the desert,
And shall not see when good comes,
But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness,
In a salt land which is not inhabited.

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,
And whose hope is the Lord.

8 For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters,
Which spreads out its roots by the river,
And will not fear a when heat comes;
But its leaf will be green,
And will not be anxious in the year of drought,
Nor will cease from yielding fruit.

9 “The heart is deceitful above all things,
And desperately wicked;
Who can know it?

10 I, the Lord, search the heart,
I test the mind,
Even to give every man according to his ways,
According to the fruit of his doings.

11 “As a partridge that broods but does not hatch,
So is he who gets riches, but not by right;
It will leave him in the midst of his days,
And at his end he will be a fool.”

12 A glorious high throne from the beginning
Is the place of our sanctuary.

17:2 a Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities    17:8 a Qere and Targum read see.    

949  |  JEREMIAH 17:12

of trouble is little indeed. Why, then, 
are we so bewitched with vanities? We 
pity the poor heathen who adore a god 
of stone, and yet worship a god of gold. 
Where is the vast superiority between a 
god of flesh and one of wood? The prin-
ciple, the sin, the folly is the same in 
either case, only that in ours the crime is 
more aggravated because we have more 
light, and sin in the face of it. The hea-
then bows to a false deity, but the true 
God he has never known; we commit two 
evils, inasmuch as we forsake the living 
God and turn unto idols. May the Lord 
purge us all from this grievous iniquity! 
 Charles Spurgeon

17:1–13 “Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord.” 
One of the great hymns of the church, 
“The Solid rock,” by Edward Mote and 
William Bradbury, begins, “My hope is 
built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood 
and righteousness; I dare not trust the 
sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 
name. On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand.” On what 
is your hope built? You may hope for a 
raise in pay at work. You may hope that 
you pass an exam at school. You may 
even hope that you win a contest you 
have entered. Such hopes are based on 
externals over which we have little con-
trol: a favorable view of our work by the 
boss, the “right” questions being asked 
by the professor, our name being drawn 
among thousands of entries. But all these 
“hopes” fade into insignificance when 
compared with the greatest hope of all— 
our hope of salvation in Christ. And that 
hope is an absolute certainty, because 
it is based not on ourselves or our good 
works, but squarely on “Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness.”  Billy Graham
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13 O Lord, the hope of Israel,
All who forsake You shall be ashamed.

“Those who depart from Me
Shall be written in the earth,
Because they have forsaken the Lord,
The fountain of living waters.”

JEREMIAH PRAYS FOR DELIVERANCE

14 Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed;
Save me, and I shall be saved,
For You are my praise.

15 Indeed they say to me,
“Where is the word of the Lord?
Let it come now!”

16 As for me, I have not hurried away from being a shepherd who follows You,
Nor have I desired the woeful day;
You know what came out of my lips;
It was right there before You.

17 Do not be a terror to me;
You are my hope in the day of doom.

18 Let them be ashamed who persecute me,
But do not let me be put to shame;
Let them be dismayed,
But do not let me be dismayed.
Bring on them the day of doom,
And destroy them with double destruction!

HALLOW THE SABBATH DAY

19Thus the Lord said to me: “Go and stand in the gate of the children of 
the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and 
in all the gates of Jerusalem; 20and say to them, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, 
you kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who 
enter by these gates. 21Thus says the Lord: “Take heed to yourselves, and bear 
no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; 22nor 
carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, nor do any work, but 
hallow the Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 23But they did not obey 
nor incline their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear nor 
receive instruction.

24“And it shall be, if you heed Me carefully,” says the Lord, “to bring no 
burden through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but hallow the Sab-
bath day, to do no work in it, 25then shall enter the gates of this city kings and 
princes sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they 
and their princes, accompanied by the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; and this city shall remain forever. 26And they shall come from the 
cities of Judah and from the places around Jerusalem, from the land of Benja-
min and from the lowland, from the mountains and from the South, bringing 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, grain offerings and incense, bringing sacrifices 
of praise to the house of the Lord.

27“But if you will not heed Me to hallow the Sabbath day, such as not carry-
ing a burden when entering the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I 
will kindle a fire in its gates, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and 
it shall not be quenched.” ’ ”

THE POTTER AND THE CLAY

18  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying: 2“Arise and go 
down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.” 

3Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something 

JEREMIAH 17:13  |  950

18:1–17 When, therefore, God speaks of 
an irremediable calamity, He does not 
say vessels of the potter, but an earthen 
vessel. When, for instance, He wished to 
teach the prophet and the Jews that He 
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at the wheel. 4And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the 
potter to make.

5Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 6“O house of Israel, can 
I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 7The instant I speak 
concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and 
to destroy it, 8if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, 
I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it. 9And the instant I 
speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 
10if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent 
concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it.

11“Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I am fashioning a disaster and 
devising a plan against you. Return now every one from his evil way, and make 
your ways and your doings good.” ’ ”

GOD’S WARNING REJECTED

12And they said, “That is hopeless! So we will walk according to our own 
plans, and we will every one obey the dictates of his evil heart.”

13Therefore thus says the Lord:

“Ask now among the Gentiles,
Who has heard such things?
The virgin of Israel has done a very horrible thing.

14 Will a man leave the snow water of Lebanon,
Which comes from the rock of the field?
Will the cold flowing waters be forsaken for strange waters?

15 “Because My people have forgotten Me,
They have burned incense to worthless idols.
And they have caused themselves to stumble in their ways,
From the ancient paths,
To walk in pathways and not on a highway,

16 To make their land desolate and a perpetual hissing;
Everyone who passes by it will be astonished
And shake his head.

17 I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy;
I will show thema the back and not the face
In the day of their calamity.”

JEREMIAH PERSECUTED

18Then they said, “Come and let us devise plans against Jeremiah; for the 
law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word 
from the prophet. Come and let us attack him with the tongue, and let us not 
give heed to any of his words.”

19 Give heed to me, O Lord,
And listen to the voice of those who contend with me!

20 Shall evil be repaid for good?
For they have dug a pit for my life.
Remember that I stood before You
To speak good for them,
To turn away Your wrath from them.

21 Therefore deliver up their children to the famine,
And pour out their blood

18:17 a Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads look them in.    

951  |  JEREMIAH 18:21

delivered up the city to an irremediable 
calamity, he bade him take an earthen 
wine vessel, and crush it before all the 
people and say, “Thus shall this city be 
destroyed, be broken in pieces.” But when 
He wishes to hold out good hopes to 
them, He brings the prophet to a pottery 
and does not show him an earthen ves-
sel but shows him a vessel of clay, which 
was in the hands of the potter, falling 
to the ground. He brings him to saying, 
“If this potter has taken up and remod-
eled his vessel that has fallen, shall I not 
much rather be able to restore you when 
you have fallen?” It is possible therefore 
for God not only to restore those who 
are made of clay, through the washing 
of regeneration, but also to bring back 
again to their original state, on their care-
ful repentance, those who have received 
the power of the Spirit and have fallen 
from grace into ruin.  Chrysostom
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By the force of the sword;
Let their wives become widows
And bereaved of their children.
Let their men be put to death,
Their young men be slain
By the sword in battle.

22 Let a cry be heard from their houses,
When You bring a troop suddenly upon them;
For they have dug a pit to take me,
And hidden snares for my feet.

23 Yet, Lord, You know all their counsel
Which is against me, to slay me.
Provide no atonement for their iniquity,
Nor blot out their sin from Your sight;
But let them be overthrown before You.
Deal thus with them
In the time of Your anger.

THE SIGN OF THE BROKEN FLASK

19  Thus says the Lord: “Go and get a potter’s earthen flask, and take some 
of the elders of the people and some of the elders of the priests. 2And go 

out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the Potsherd 
Gate; and proclaim there the words that I will tell you, 3and say, ‘Hear the word 
of the Lord, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will bring such a catastrophe on this place, 
that whoever hears of it, his ears will tingle.

4“Because they have forsaken Me and made this an alien place, because 
they have burned incense in it to other gods whom neither they, their fathers, 
nor the kings of Judah have known, and have filled this place with the blood 
of the innocents 5(they have also built the high places of Baal, to burn their 
sons with fire for burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or speak, 
nor did it come into My mind), 6therefore behold, the days are coming,” says 
the Lord, “that this place shall no more be called Tophet or the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. 7And I will make void the 
counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, and I will cause them to fall 
by the sword before their enemies and by the hands of those who seek their 
lives; their corpses I will give as meat for the birds of the heaven and for the 
beasts of the earth. 8I will make this city desolate and a hissing; everyone who 
passes by it will be astonished and hiss because of all its plagues. 9And I will 
cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and 
everyone shall eat the flesh of his friend in the siege and in the desperation 
with which their enemies and those who seek their lives shall drive them to 
despair.” ’

10“Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men who go with you, 
11and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Even so I will break this people 
and this city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot be made whole again; 
and they shall bury them in Tophet till there is no place to bury. 12Thus I will 
do to this place,” says the Lord, “and to its inhabitants, and make this city like 
Tophet. 13And the houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah 
shall be defiled like the place of Tophet, because of all the houses on whose 
roofs they have burned incense to all the host of heaven, and poured out drink 
offerings to other gods.” ’ ”

14Then Jeremiah came from Tophet, where the Lord had sent him to 
prophesy; and he stood in the court of the Lord’s house and said to all the 
people, 15“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will 
bring on this city and on all her towns all the doom that I have pronounced 
against it, because they have stiffened their necks that they might not hear 
My words.’  ”

JEREMIAH 18:22  |  952

19:1–15 Sometimes Holy Scripture may, 
by an improper use of terms, employ 
the term “evils” in place of “affliction”— 
not that these are properly and in 
their nature evils, but because they 
are imagined to be evils by those on 
whom they are brought for their good. 
For when divine judgment is reasoning 
with human beings, it must speak with 
human language and feelings. For when 
a doctor for the sake of health with good 
reason either cuts or cauterizes those 
who are suffering from the inflamma-
tion of ulcers, it is considered an evil by 
those who have to bear it. Nor are the 
spur and the whip pleasant to a restive 
horse. Moreover, all chastisement seems 
at the moment to be a bitter thing to 
those who are chastised, as the apostle 
says: “Now no chastening seems to be 
joyful for the present, but painful; never-
theless, afterward it yields the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it” (Heb. 12:11), and “For 
whom the Lord loves He chastens, and 
scourges every son whom He receives. If 
you endure chastening, God deals with 
you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom a father does not chasten?” . . . 
Another prophet, knowing that these 
are profitable to some, and certainly not 
through any jealousy for their safety but 
with an eye to their good . . . and the Lord 
says, “Behold, I will bring such a catas-
trophe on this place” that is, sorrows and 
losses, with which they shall for the pres-
ent be chastened for their soul’s health, 
and so they shall at length be driven to 
return and hurry back to Me whom in 
their prosperity they scorned. And so 
we cannot in any way assert that these 
afflictions were originally evil, for they 
are good for many and ultimately offer 
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THE WORD OF GOD TO PASHHUR

20  Now Pashhur the son of Immer, the priest who was also chief governor 
in the house of the Lord, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. 

2Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that 
were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the Lord.

3And it happened on the next day that Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of 
the stocks. Then Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord has not called your name 
Pashhur, but Magor- Missabib.a 4For thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will make 
you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and they shall fall by the sword 
of their enemies, and your eyes shall see it. I will give all Judah into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive to Babylon and slay them 
with the sword. 5Moreover I will deliver all the wealth of this city, all its produce, 
and all its precious things; all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will give into 
the hand of their enemies, who will plunder them, seize them, and carry them 
to Babylon. 6And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into 
captivity. You shall go to Babylon, and there you shall die, and be buried there, 
you and all your friends, to whom you have prophesied lies.’ ”

JEREMIAH’S UNPOPULAR MINISTRY

7 O Lord, You induced me, and I was persuaded;
You are stronger than I, and have prevailed.
I am in derision daily;
Everyone mocks me.

8 For when I spoke, I cried out;
I shouted, “Violence and plunder!”
Because the word of the Lord was made to me
A reproach and a derision daily.

9 Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him,
Nor speak anymore in His name.”
But His word was in my heart like a burning fire
Shut up in my bones;
I was weary of holding it back,
And I could not.

10 For I heard many mocking:
“Fear on every side!”
“Report,” they say, “and we will report it!”
All my acquaintances watched for my stumbling, saying,

“Perhaps he can be induced;
Then we will prevail against him,
And we will take our revenge on him.”

11 But the Lord is with me as a mighty, awesome One.
Therefore my persecutors will stumble, and will not prevail.
They will be greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper.
Their everlasting confusion will never be forgotten.

12 But, O Lord of hosts,
You who test the righteous,
And see the mind and heart,
Let me see Your vengeance on them;
For I have pleaded my cause before You.

13 Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord!
For He has delivered the life of the poor
From the hand of evildoers.

14 Cursed be the day in which I was born!
Let the day not be blessed in which my  mother bore me!

20:3 a Literally Fear on Every Side    

953  |  JEREMIAH 20:14

occasions for eternal bliss. Therefore (to 
return to the question raised), all those 
things that are thought to be brought 
on us as evils by our enemies or by any 
other people should not be counted as 
evils but as things indifferent. For in the 
end they will not be what He thinks who 
brought them on us in His rage and fury, 
but what he makes them who endures 
them.  John Cassian

20:7–18 “Sing to the Lord! Praise the 
Lord! For He has delivered . . .” The con-
nection between praise and the idea 
of deliverance is obvious when “deliv-
erance” is understood in its broadest 
application. The greatest deliverance for 
any believer is Christ on the cross at Cal-
vary. Our salvation is the beginning of a 
lifetime of deliverances that in turn will 
issue into a lifetime of praise for percep-
tive believers.  Jack Hayford
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15 Let the man be cursed
Who brought news to my father, saying,

“A male child has been born to you!”
Making him very glad.

16 And let that man be like the cities
Which the Lord overthrew, and did not relent;
Let him hear the cry in the morning
And the shouting at noon,

17 Because he did not kill me from the womb,
That my  mother might have been my grave,
And her womb always enlarged with me.

18 Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow,
That my days should be consumed with shame?

JERUSALEM’S DOOM IS SEALED

21  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord when King Zedekiah 
sent to him Pashhur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Ma-

aseiah, the priest, saying, 2“Please inquire of the Lord for us, for Nebuchad-
nezzar a king of Babylon makes war against us. Perhaps the Lord will deal with 
us according to all His wonderful works, that the king may go away from us.”

3Then Jeremiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to Zedekiah, 4‘Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel: “Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your 
hands, with which you fight against the king of Babylon and the Chaldeansa who 
besiege you outside the walls; and I will assemble them in the midst of this city. 
5I Myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, 
even in anger and fury and great wrath. 6I will strike the inhabitants of this city, 
both man and beast; they shall die of a great pestilence. 7And after ward,” says 
the Lord, “I will deliver Zed ekiah king of Judah, his servants and the people, 
and such as are left in this city from the pestilence and the sword and the fam-
ine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of those who seek their life; and he shall strike them 
with the edge of the sword. He shall not spare them, or have pity or mercy.” ’

8“Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I set be-
fore you the way of life and the way of death. 9He who remains in this city shall 
die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he who goes out and defects 
to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be as a prize 
to him. 10For I have set My face against this city for adversity and not for good,” 
says the Lord. “It shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall burn it with fire.” ’

MESSAGE TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID

11“And concerning the house of the king of Judah, say, ‘Hear the word of the 
Lord, 12O house of David! Thus says the Lord:

“Execute judgment in the morning;
And deliver him who is plundered
Out of the hand of the oppressor,
Lest My fury go forth like fire
And burn so that no one can quench it,
Because of the evil of your doings.

13 “Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley,
And rock of the plain,” says the Lord,

“Who say, ‘Who shall come down against us?
Or who shall enter our dwellings?’

14 But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings,” says the Lord;
“I will kindle a fire in its forest,
And it shall devour all things around it.” ’ ”

21:2 a Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere    21:4 a Or Babylonians    

JEREMIAH 20:15  |  954
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22  Thus says the Lord: “Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and 
there speak this word, 2and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O king of 

Judah, you who sit on the throne of David, you and your servants and your 
people who enter these gates! 3Thus says the Lord: “Execute judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the plundered out of the hand of the oppressor. Do 
no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, or the widow, nor 
shed innocent blood in this place. 4For if you indeed do this thing, then shall 
enter the gates of this house, riding on horses and in chariots, accompanied 
by servants and people, kings who sit on the throne of David. 5But if you will 
not hear these words, I swear by Myself,” says the Lord, “that this house shall 
become a desolation.” ’ ”

6For thus says the Lord to the house of the king of Judah:

“You are Gilead to Me,
The head of Lebanon;
Yet I surely will make you a wilderness,
Cities which are not inhabited.

7 I will prepare destroyers against you,
Everyone with his weapons;
They shall cut down your choice cedars
And cast them into the fire.

8And many nations will pass by this city; and everyone will say to his neighbor, 
‘Why has the Lord done so to this great city?’ 9Then they will answer, ‘Because 
they have forsaken the cov en ant of the Lord their God, and worshiped other 
gods and served them.’ ”

10 Weep not for the dead, nor bemoan him;
Weep bitterly for him who goes away,
For he shall return no more,
Nor see his native country.

MESSAGE TO THE SONS OF JOSIAH

11For thus says the Lord concerning Shalluma the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his father, who went from this place: “He 
shall not return here anymore, 12but he shall die in the place where they have 
led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

13 “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness
And his chambers by injustice,
Who uses his neighbor’s service without wages
And gives him nothing for his work,

14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a wide house with spacious chambers,
And cut out windows for it,
Paneling it with cedar
And painting it with vermilion.’

15 “Shall you reign because you enclose yourself in cedar?
Did not your father eat and drink,
And do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy;
Then it was well.
Was not this knowing Me?” says the Lord.

17 “Yet your eyes and your heart are for nothing but your covetousness,
For shedding innocent blood,
And practicing oppression and violence.”

18Therefore thus says the Lord concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah:

22:11 a Also called Jehoahaz    

955  |  JEREMIAH 22:18

22:11–23 Here is a sentence of death upon 
two kings, the wicked sons of a very 
pious father. Josiah was prevented from 
seeing the evil to come in this world, and 
removed to see the good to come in the 
other world; therefore, weep not for him, 
but for his son Shallum, who is likely to 
live and die a wretched captive. Dying 
saints may be justly envied, while living 
sinners are justly pitied. Here also is the 
doom of Jehoiakim. No doubt it is lawful 
for princes and great men to build, beau-
tify, and furnish houses; but those who 
enlarge their houses, and make them 
sumptuous, need carefully to watch 
against the workings of vain- glory. He 
built his houses by unrighteousness, 
with money gotten unjustly. And he 
defrauded his workmen of their wages. 
God notices the wrong done by the great-
est to poor servants and labourers, and 
will repay those in justice, who will not, 
in justice, pay those whom they employ. 
The greatest of men must look upon 
the meanest as their neighbours, and 
be just to them accordingly. Jehoiakim 
was unjust, and made no conscience of 
shedding innocent blood. Covetousness, 
which is the root of all evil, was at the 
bottom of all. The children who despise 
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JOHN PAUL II:
THE GREAT POPE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
1920 – 2005

Born in 1920 as Karol Józef Wojtyla to a devout 
working- class Catholic family in Poland, the man 
who would become Pope John Paul  II studied for 
the priesthood in a secret seminary during the 
Nazi occupation of World War  II. He was ordained 
shortly after the war’s end and earned doctorates 
in theology and philosophy. Soon he was appointed 
by Pope Pius XII as an auxiliary bishop of Krakow, 
then archbishop of the city before being made a 
cardinal at forty- seven. Eleven years later he would 
be made the first Pope hailing from Poland and the 
youngest in a century after Pope John Paul I died 
twenty- seven days into his office. His legacy was 
both political and religious.

Politically, John Paul has been credited with 
influencing the fall of the Soviet empire, particu-
larly the Eastern Bloc. He visited his home country 
while it was still a satellite nation of the U.S.S.R., 
encouraging many to join the Solidarity Movement 
in opposition to communist oppression. He also 
opposed the 2003 U.S.- led war in Iraq, saying: “No 
to war! It is always a defeat for humanity.” And he 
was an outspoken critic of what he called America’s 
“culture of death” perpetuated by abortion, eutha-
nasia, and the death penalty.

Religiously, John Paul continued the reforms of 
Vatican II from the 1960s while holding to conser-
vative Catholic values. He resisted calls to open 
the priesthood to women and to married men, and 
staunchly defended traditional Christian views on 
human sexuality and marriage, opposing homosex-
uality as well as divorce and remarriage. One of the 
hallmarks of his religious legacy was his ecumeni-
cal engagement with the wider religious world. Not 
only was he the first pope to visit a mosque, he also 
called Jews “elder brothers in the faith.” And in 1999 
he helped forge a shared view with a large portion 
of Protestant groups on the doctrine of justifica-
tion, one of the core theological issues which had 

led to the breach between the Reformers and the 
Roman Catholic Church five hundred years earlier. 
In an unprecedented move, he confessed on behalf 
of the Catholic Church over 100 past sins, includ-
ing: Galileo’s trial in 1633, the execution of Jan Huss, 
the Crusader attack on Constantinople in 1204, 
complicity in the slave trade, and silence during the 
Holocaust.

Through numerous books and sermons, he 
encouraged the faith of Catholics and Protestants 
alike, even while suffering with Parkinson’s disease. 
Pope John Paul  II died April  2, 2005 as one of the 
most beloved popes in history. His commitment to 
traditional teachings on Christian belief and prac-
tice, and his boldness in facing oppression, ensured 
that both politically and religiously he offered the 
world a new and different relationship with the 
Catholic Church. It is no surprise that shortly after 
his death, many began to refer to him as “John Paul 
the Great” —  one of only four popes to have re-
ceived that distinction.

IMPORTANT WORKS:

• In God’s Hands

• Crossing the Threshold of Hope
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“They shall not lament for him,
Saying, ‘Alas, my brother!’ or ‘Alas, my sister!’
They shall not lament for him,
Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas, his glory!’

19 He shall be buried with the burial of a donkey,
Dragged and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out,
And lift up your voice in Bashan;
Cry from Abarim,
For all your lovers are destroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,
But you said, ‘I will not hear.’
This has been your manner from your youth,
That you did not obey My voice.

22 The wind shall eat up all your rulers,
And your lovers shall go into captivity;
Surely then you will be ashamed and humiliated
For all your wickedness.

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon,
Making your nest in the cedars,
How gracious will you be when pangs come upon you,
Like the pain of a woman in labor?

MESSAGE TO CONIAH

24“As I live,” says the Lord, “though Coniaha the son of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, were the signet on My right hand, yet I would pluck you off; 25and I will 
give you into the hand of those who seek your life, and into the hand of those 
whose face you fear— the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the 
hand of the Chaldeans. 26So I will cast you out, and your  mother who bore you, 
into another country where you were not born; and there you shall die. 27But to 
the land to which they desire to return, there they shall not return.

28 “Is this man Coniah a despised, broken idol—
A vessel in which is no pleasure?
Why are they cast out, he and his descendants,
And cast into a land which they do not know?

29 O earth, earth, earth,
Hear the word of the Lord!

30 Thus says the Lord:
‘Write this man down as childless,
A man who shall not prosper in his days;
For none of his descendants shall prosper,
Sitting on the throne of David,
And ruling anymore in Judah.’ ”

THE BRANCH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

23  “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pas-
ture!” says the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel 

against the shepherds who feed My people: “You have scattered My flock, driv-
en them away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil 
of your doings,” says the Lord. 3“But I will gather the remnant of My flock out 
of all countries where I have driven them, and bring them back to their folds; 
and they shall be fruitful and increase. 4I will set up shepherds over them who 
will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be 
lacking,” says the Lord.

22:24 a Also called Jeconiah and Jehoiachin    

JEREMIAH 22:19  |  956

their parents’ old fashions, commonly 
come short of their real excellences. 
Jehoiakim knew that his father found the 
way of duty to be the way of comfort, yet 
he would not tread in his steps. He shall 
die unlamented, hateful for oppression 
and cruelty.  Matthew Henry

23:1–8 These things were fulfilled accord-
ing to the type in the case of Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak. How-
ever, this prophecy was not altogether 
fulfilled, for many would rise up against 
them— not only their neighbors but also 
later on the Macedonians and finally the 
Romans. But the prophecy proclaims the 
everlasting nature of grace. Therefore, it 
is clear that these things were not ful-
filled during their lifetimes but during 
the lifetimes of the apostles, for they 
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5 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord,
“That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness;
A King shall reign and prosper,
And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

6 In His days Judah will be saved,
And Israel will dwell safely;
Now this is His name by which He will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.a

7“Therefore, behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that they shall 
no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel from the 
land of Egypt,’ 8but, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the descendants 
of the house of Israel from the north country and from all the countries where 
I had driven them.’ And they shall dwell in their own land.”

FALSE PROPHETS AND EMPTY ORACLES

9 My heart within me is broken
Because of the prophets;
All my bones shake.
I am like a drunken man,
And like a man whom wine has overcome,
Because of the Lord,
And because of His holy words.

10 For the land is full of adulterers;
For because of a curse the land mourns.
The pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up.
Their course of life is evil,
And their might is not right.

11 “For both prophet and priest are profane;
Yes, in My house I have found their wickedness,” says the Lord.

12 “Therefore their way shall be to them
Like slippery ways;
In the darkness they shall be driven on
And fall in them;
For I will bring disaster on them,
The year of their punishment,” says the Lord.

13 “And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria:
They prophesied by Baal
And caused My people Israel to err.

14 Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem:
They commit adultery and walk in lies;
They also strengthen the hands of evildoers,
So that no one turns back from his wickedness.
All of them are like Sodom to Me,
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

15“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets:

‘Behold, I will feed them with wormwood,
And make them drink the water of gall;
For from the prophets of Jerusalem
Profaneness has gone out into all the land.’ ”

16Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.
They make you worthless;

23:6 a Hebrew YHWH Tsidkenu    

957  |  JEREMIAH 23:16

alone had the gift of the Holy Spirit. . . . 
The Jews shamelessly endeavor to apply 
this to Zerubbabel. But they need to 
understand that he was no king— just a 
popular leader— and he was not called 
Jozadak. Neither is the meaning of the 
name appropriate to him, the word 
meaning “the Lord our righteousness” 
or, in the Syriac rendering, “Lord, make 
us righteous”— neither of which applies 
to Zerubbabel. Since, however, he was a 
type of Christ the Lord and brought back 
the captives from Babylon to Judah, just 
as the Lord transferred those enslaved by 
the devil to truth, anyone applying this 
to him in the manner of a type would 
do nothing beyond reason. It is neces-
sary that we understand, however, that 
it is the Lord Jesus Christ, a descendant 
of David according to the flesh, who is 
proclaimed by the prophets as “the righ-
teous dawn,” “the righteous king” and 
“the Lord of righteousness.”
  Theodoret of Cyr
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They speak a vision of their own heart,
Not from the mouth of the Lord.

17 They continually say to those who despise Me,
‘The Lord has said, “You shall have peace” ’;
And to everyone who walks according to the dictates of his own heart, 

they say,
‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”

18 For who has stood in the counsel of the Lord,
And has perceived and heard His word?
Who has marked His word and heard it?

19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord has gone forth in fury—
A violent whirlwind!
It will fall violently on the head of the wicked.

20 The anger of the Lord will not turn back
Until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart.
In the latter days you will understand it perfectly.

21 “I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran.
I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.

22 But if they had stood in My counsel,
And had caused My people to hear My words,
Then they would have turned them from their evil way
And from the evil of their doings.

23 “Am I a God near at hand,” says the Lord,
“And not a God afar off?

24 Can anyone hide himself in secret places,
So I shall not see him?” says the Lord;

“Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord.

25“I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in My name, 
saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long will this be in the heart 
of the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of 
their own heart, 27who try to make My people forget My name by their dreams 
which everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot My name for Baal.

28 “The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a dream;
And he who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully.
What is the chaff to the wheat?” says the Lord.

29 “Is not My word like a fire?” says the Lord,
“And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?

30“Therefore behold, I am against the prophets,” says the Lord, “who steal 
My words every one from his neighbor. 31Behold, I am against the prophets,” 
says the Lord, “who use their tongues and say, ‘He says.’ 32Behold, I am against 
those who prophesy false dreams,” says the Lord, “and tell them, and cause 
My people to err by their lies and by their recklessness. Yet I did not send them 
or command them; therefore they shall not profit this people at all,” says the 
Lord.

33“So when these people or the prophet or the priest ask you, saying, ‘What 
is the oracle of the Lord?’ you shall then say to them, ‘What oracle?’ a I will even 
forsake you,” says the Lord. 34“And as for the prophet and the priest and the 
people who say, ‘The oracle of the Lord!’ I will even punish that man and his 
house. 35Thus every one of you shall say to his neighbor, and every one to his 
brother, ‘What has the Lord answered?’ and, ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36And 
the oracle of the Lord you shall mention no more. For every man’s word will be 
his oracle, for you have perverted the words of the living God, the Lord of hosts, 
our God. 37Thus you shall say to the prophet, ‘What has the Lord answered you?’ 

23:33 a Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read ‘You are the burden.’    

JEREMIAH 23:17  |  958
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and, ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 38But since you say, ‘The oracle of the Lord!’ 
therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Because you say this word, “The oracle of the 
Lord!” and I have sent to you, saying, “Do not say, ‘The oracle of the Lord!’ ” 
39therefore behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you and forsake you, and the city 
that I gave you and your fathers, and will cast you out of My presence. 40And I 
will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall 
not be forgotten.’ ”

THE SIGN OF TWO BASKETS OF FIGS

24  The Lord showed me, and there were two baskets of figs set before the 
temple of the Lord, after Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried 

away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes of 
Judah with the craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them 
to Babylon. 2One basket had very good figs, like the figs that are first ripe; and 
the other basket had very bad figs which could not be eaten, they were so bad. 
3Then the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”

And I said, “Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad, very bad, which can-
not be eaten, they are so bad.”

4Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5“Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel: ‘Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge those who are carried 
away captive from Judah, whom I have sent out of this place for their own good, 
into the land of the  Chaldeans. 6For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I 
will bring them back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and 
I will plant them and not pluck them up. 7Then I will give them a heart to know 
Me, that I am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for 
they shall return to Me with their whole heart.

8‘And as the bad figs which cannot be eaten, they are so bad’— surely thus 
says the Lord— ‘so will I give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, his princes, the 
residue of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who dwell in the land 
of Egypt. 9I will deliver them to trouble into all the kingdoms of the earth, for 
their harm, to be a reproach and a byword, a taunt and a curse, in all places 
where I shall drive them. 10And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pes-
tilence among them, till they are consumed from the land that I gave to them 
and their fathers.’ ”

SEVENTY YEARS OF DESOLATION

25  The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, 
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (which 

was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2which Jeremiah the 
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, saying: 3“From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Ju-
dah, even to this day, this is the twenty- third year in which the word of the Lord 
has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you 
have not listened. 4And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets, 
rising early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear 
to hear. 5They said, ‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, 
and dwell in the land that the Lord has given to you and your fathers forever 
and ever. 6Do not go after other gods to serve them and worship them, and do 
not provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands; and I will not harm you.’ 
7Yet you have not listened to Me,” says the Lord, “that you might provoke Me 
to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.

8“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Because you have not heard My 
words, 9behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ says the Lord, 
‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them 
against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all around, 
and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and 
perpetual desolations. 10Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth and 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 

959  |  JEREMIAH 25:10

24:1–10 God would not only restore the 
captives, that they might dwell in the 
Land of Promise, but would also change 
them inwardly; for except God gives us a 
conviction as to our own sins, and then 
leads us by His Spirit to repentance, 
whatever benefit He may bestow on us, 
they will only conduce to our greater 
ruin. The prophet has hitherto spoken 
of the alleviation of punishment, as 
though he had said, “God will stretch 
forth His hand to restore His people to 
their own country.” Then the remission 
of punishment is what has been hitherto 
promised; but now the prophet speaks 
of a much more excellent favor, that 
God would not only mitigate punish-
ment, but that He would also inwardly 
change and reform their hearts, so that 
they would not only return to their own 
country, but would also become a true 
church, a name of which they had vainly 
boasted. For though they had been cho-
sen to be a peculiar people, yet, as they 
had departed from true religion, they 
were only a church in name. But now God 
promises that He would bring them, not 
only to enjoy temporal and fading bless-
ings, but also eternal salvation, for they 
would truly fear and serve Him. And this 
is what we ought carefully to observe, 
for the more bountiful God is towards 
men, the more is His vengeance kindled 
by ingratitude. What, then, would it avail 
us to abound in all good things, except 
we had evidences of God’s paternal 
favor towards us? But when we regard 
this end, that God testifies to us that He 
is our Father by His bounty towards us, 
we then make a right use of all His bless-
ings; and God’s benefits cannot conduce 
to our salvation except we regard them 
in this light. Hence Jeremiah, after hav-
ing spoken of the people’s restoration, 
justly exalts this favor above everything 
else, that the people would repent, so 
that they would not only fully partake 
of all the blessings they could expect, 
but would also worship God in sincerity 
and truth.  John Calvin

25:1–14 When the Jews often resisted 
wholesome precepts and departed from 
the divine Law, going astray to the impi-
ous worship of false gods, then God 
filled just and chosen men with the Holy 
Spirit, appointing them as prophets in 
the midst of the people, by whom He 
might rebuke with threatening words 
the sins of the ungrateful people and 
nevertheless exhort them to repent of 
their wickedness. Unless they did this 
and, laying aside their vanities, returned 
to their God, it would come to pass that 
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the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11And this whole land 
shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years.

12‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will 
punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their 
iniquity,’ says the Lord; ‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation. 13So I will 
bring on that land all My words which I have pronounced against it, all that is 
written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the na-
tions. 14(For many nations and great kings shall be served by them also; and I 
will repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their 
own hands.)’ ”

JUDGMENT ON THE NATIONS

15For thus says the Lord God of Israel to me: “Take this wine cup of fury 
from My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink it. 16And 
they will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send 
among them.”

17Then I took the cup from the Lord’s hand, and made all the nations drink, 
to whom the Lord had sent me: 18Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, its kings 
and its princes, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and a 
curse, as it is this day; 19Pharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his princes, and 
all his people; 20all the mixed multitude, all the kings of the land of Uz, all 
the kings of the land of the Philistines (namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the 
remnant of Ashdod); 21Edom, Moab, and the people of Ammon; 22all the kings 
of Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the coastlands which are across 
the sea; 23Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who are in the farthest corners; 24all the 
kings of Arabia and all the kings of the mixed multitude who dwell in the desert; 
25all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; 26all 
the kings of the north, far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of 
the world which are on the face of the earth. Also the king of Sheshacha shall 
drink after them.

27“Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel: “Drink, be drunk, and vomit! Fall and rise no more, because of the sword 
which I will send among you.” ’ 28And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup 
from your hand to drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: “You shall certainly drink! 29For behold, I begin to bring calamity on the 
city which is called by My name, and should you be utterly unpunished? You 
shall not be unpunished, for I will call for a sword on all the inhabitants of the 
earth,” says the Lord of hosts.’

30“Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to them:

‘The Lord will roar from on high,
And utter His voice from His holy habitation;
He will roar mightily against His fold.
He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes,
Against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31 A noise will come to the ends of the earth—
For the Lord has a controversy with the nations;
He will plead His case with all flesh.
He will give those who are wicked to the sword,’ says the Lord.”

32Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Behold, disaster shall go forth
From nation to nation,
And a great whirlwind shall be raised up
From the farthest parts of the earth.

25:26 a A code word for Babylon (compare 51:41)    

JEREMIAH 25:11  |  960

He would change His covenant, that is, 
bestow the inheritance of eternal life 
on foreign nations and collect to Him-
self a more faithful people out of those 
who were aliens by birth. But they, 
when rebuked by the prophets, not only 
rejected their words but, being offended 
because they were scolded for their sins, 
killed the prophets with calculated tor-
tures. All these things are sealed up and 
preserved in the sacred writings. For the 
prophet Jeremiah says, “the Lord has 
sent to you all His servants the prophets, 
rising early and sending them, but you 
have not listened nor inclined your ear to 
hear. They said, ‘Repent now everyone of 
his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell 
in the land that the Lord has given to you 
and your fathers forever and ever. Do not 
go after other gods to serve them and 
worship them, and do not provoke Me to 
anger with the works of your hands; and I 
will not harm you.’ ”  Lactantius
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33And at that day the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the earth even 
to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; 
they shall become refuse on the ground.

34 “Wail, shepherds, and cry!
Roll about in the ashes,
You leaders of the flock!
For the days of your slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled;
You shall fall like a precious vessel.

35 And the shepherds will have no way to flee,
Nor the leaders of the flock to escape.

36 A voice of the cry of the shepherds,
And a wailing of the leaders to the flock will be heard.
For the Lord has plundered their pasture,

37 And the peaceful dwellings are cut down
Because of the fierce anger of the Lord.

38 He has left His lair like the lion;
For their land is desolate
Because of the fierceness of the Oppressor,
And because of His fierce anger.”

JEREMIAH SAVED FROM DEATH

26  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, this word came from the Lord, saying, 2“Thus says the Lord: 

‘Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, 
which come to worship in the Lord’s house, all the words that I command you 
to speak to them. Do not diminish a word. 3Perhaps everyone will listen and 
turn from his evil way, that I may relent concerning the calamity which I pur-
pose to bring on them because of the evil of their doings.’ 4And you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which 
I have set before you, 5to heed the words of My servants the prophets whom I 
sent to you, both rising up early and sending them (but you have not heeded), 
6then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all 
the nations of the earth.” ’ ”

7So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak-
ing these words in the house of the Lord. 8Now it happened, when Jeremiah 
had made an end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak 
to all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people seized 
him, saying, “You will surely die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the 
Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, 
without an inhabitant’?” And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord.

10When the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from the 
king’s house to the house of the Lord and sat down in the entry of the New Gate 
of the Lord’s house. 11And the priests and the prophets spoke to the princes and 
all the people, saying, “This man deserves to die! For he has prophesied against 
this city, as you have heard with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people, saying: “The 
Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city with all the 
words that you have heard. 13Now therefore, amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your God; then the Lord will relent concerning 
the doom that He has pronounced against you. 14As for me, here I am, in your 
hand; do with me as seems good and proper to you. 15But know for certain that 
if you put me to death, you will surely bring innocent blood on yourselves, on 
this city, and on its inhabitants; for truly the Lord has sent me to you to speak 
all these words in your hearing.”

16So the princes and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, 
“This man does not deserve to die. For he has spoken to us in the name of the 
Lord our God.”

961  |  JEREMIAH 26:16

26:1–9 Jesus’ mercy and compassion 
for human frailty did not prevent Him 
from clearly pointing out what conduct 
to follow or which activities are most in 
tune with the divine will, and He often 
demolished the subtle arguments of 
His adversaries; this earned Him the 
admiration of the people, “for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). Nor did the 
Lord shrink from denouncing hypocrisy 
or abuse. Following His teachings, the 
apostles never ceased in their preaching 
to insist on the ethical demands of those 
called to live “in true righteousness and 
holiness” (Eph. 4:24). As His successors, 
it is the duty of bishops to teach “that 
worldly things and human institutions 
are ordered, according to the plan of 
God the Creator, towards the salvation 
of men” (Christus Dominus). Proclaiming 
justice, truth, fidelity, and love of neigh-
bor with all their concrete implications 
is inherent in proclaiming the gospel 
in its integrity. This proclamation con-
tributes to the formation of an upright 
conscience and enlightens all people 
of goodwill: thus, “Perhaps everyone 
will listen and turn from his evil way” 
(Jer. 26:3).  John Paul II
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17Then certain of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the as-
sembly of the people, saying: 18“Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts:

“Zion shall be plowed like a field,
Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins,
And the mountain of the templea

Like the bare hills of the forest.” ’ b

19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah ever put him to death? Did he not 
fear the Lord and seek the Lord’s favor? And the Lord relented concerning 
the doom which He had pronounced against them. But we are doing great evil 
against ourselves.”

20Now there was also a man who prophesied in the name of the Lord, Uri-
jah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath Jearim, who prophesied against this city and 
against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 21And when Jehoiakim 
the king, with all his mighty men and all the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death; but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid and fled, 
and went to Egypt. 22Then Jehoiakim the king sent men to Egypt: Elnathan the 
son of Achbor, and other men who went with him to Egypt. 23And they brought 
Urijah from Egypt and brought him to Jehoiakim the king, who killed him with 
the sword and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people.

24Never the less the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
so that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to 
death.

SYMBOL OF THE BONDS AND YOKES

27  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakima the son of Josiah, king of Ju-
dah, this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,b 2“Thus says the 

Lord to me: ‘Make for yourselves bonds and yokes, and put them on your neck, 
3and send them to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the Ammon-
ites, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon, by the hand of the messengers who 
come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4And command them to say to 
their masters, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel— thus you shall 
say to your masters: 5‘I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are on 
the ground, by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and have given it 
to whom it seemed proper to Me. 6And now I have given all these lands into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of the 
field I have also given him to serve him. 7So all nations shall serve him and his 
son and his son’s son, until the time of his land comes; and then many nations 
and great kings shall make him serve them. 8And it shall be, that the nation and 
kingdom which will not serve Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and which 
will not put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation I will 
punish,’ says the Lord, ‘with the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, until I 
have consumed them by his hand. 9Therefore do not listen to your prophets, 
your diviners, your dreamers, your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who speak 
to you, saying, “You shall not serve the king of Babylon.” 10For they prophesy a 
lie to you, to remove you far from your land; and I will drive you out, and you 
will perish. 11But the nations that bring their necks under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon and serve him, I will let them remain in their own land,’ says the 
Lord, ‘and they shall till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12I also spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, say-
ing, “Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and 
his people, and live! 13Why will you die, you and your people, by the sword, by 

26:18 a Literally house  b Compare Micah 3:12    27:1 a Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 
and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Arabic, and Syriac read Zedekiah (compare 27:3, 12; 
28:1).  b Septuagint omits verse 1.    
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the famine, and by the pestilence, as the Lord has spoken against the nation 
that will not serve the king of Babylon? 14Therefore do not listen to the words 
of the prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You shall not serve the king of Bab-
ylon,’ for they prophesy a lie to you; 15for I have not sent them,” says the Lord, 
“yet they prophesy a lie in My name, that I may drive you out, and that you may 
perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Do not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, 
“Behold, the vessels of the Lord’s house will now shortly be brought back from 
Babylon”; for they prophesy a lie to you. 17Do not listen to them; serve the king 
of Babylon, and live! Why should this city be laid waste? 18But if they are proph-
ets, and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them now make intercession to 
the Lord of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the Lord, in the 
house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, do not go to Babylon.’

19“For thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, concerning the 
Sea, concerning the carts, and concerning the remainder of the vessels that re-
main in this city, 20which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take, when 
he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, from 
Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem—  21yes, thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in 
the house of the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem: 
22‘They shall be carried to Babylon, and there they shall be until the day that I 
visit them,’ says the Lord. ‘Then I will bring them up and restore them to this 
place.’ ”

HANANIAH’S FALSEHOOD AND DOOM

28  And it happened in the same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zed-
ekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year and in the fifth month, that Han-

aniah the son of Azur the prophet, who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the 
house of the Lord in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, 
2“Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘I have broken the 
yoke of the king of Babylon. 3Within two full years I will bring back to this 
place all the vessels of the Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
took away from this place and carried to Babylon. 4And I will bring back to 
this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with all the captives 
of Judah who went to Babylon,’ says the Lord, ‘for I will break the yoke of the 
king of Babylon.’ ”

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the pres-
ence of the priests and in the presence of all the people who stood in the house 
of the Lord, 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! The Lord do so; the Lord 
perform your words which you have prophesied, to bring back the vessels of 
the Lord’s house and all who were carried away captive, from Babylon to this 
place. 7Never the less hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the 
hearing of all the people: 8The prophets who have been before me and before 
you of old prophesied against many countries and great kingdoms— of war and 
disaster and pestilence. 9As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the 
word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom 
the Lord has truly sent.”

10Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck 
and broke it. 11And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘Even so I will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years.’ ” And 
the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

12Now the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the proph-
et had broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 13“Go 
and tell Hananiah, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “You have broken the yokes of 
wood, but you have made in their place yokes of iron.” 14For thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: “I have put a yoke of iron on the neck of all these 
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nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall 
serve him. I have given him the beasts of the field also.” ’ ”

15Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, “Hear now, Han-
aniah, the Lord has not sent you, but you make this people trust in a lie. 16There-
fore thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will cast you from the face of the earth. This 
year you shall die, because you have taught rebellion against the Lord.’ ”

17So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.

JEREMIAH’S LETTER TO THE CAPTIVES

29  Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent 
from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were carried away 

captive— to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnez-
zar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This happened after 
Jeconiah the king, the queen  mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 3The 
letter was sent by the hand of Ela sah the son of Shaphan, and Gem ariah the son 
of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, saying,

4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried 
away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to 
Babylon:

5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6Take 
wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give 
your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters— 
that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7And seek the 
peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and 
pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 8For thus says 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your 
diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams 
which you cause to be dreamed. 9For they prophesy falsely to you in My 
name; I have not sent them, says the Lord.

10 For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I 
will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to 
return to this place. 11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. 12Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen 
to you. 13And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with 
all your heart. 14I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I will bring you 
back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from 
all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you 
to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.

15 Because you have said, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in 
Babylon”—  16therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king who 
sits on the throne of David, concerning all the people who dwell in this 
city, and concerning your brethren who have not gone out with you into 
captivity—  17thus says the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will send on them the 
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like rotten figs 
that cannot be eaten, they are so bad. 18And I will pursue them with the 
sword, with famine, and with pestilence; and I will deliver them to trouble 
among all the kingdoms of the earth— to be a curse, an astonishment, a 
hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where I have driven them, 
19because they have not heeded My words, says the Lord, which I sent 
to them by My servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; 
neither would you heed, says the Lord. 20Therefore hear the word of 
the Lord, all you of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.

JEREMIAH 28:15  |  964

29:10–14 The God of Abraham has with-
drawn His conscious Presence from us, 
and another god whom our fathers knew 
not is making himself at home among 
us. This god we have made and because 
we have made him we can understand 
him; because we have created him he 
can never surprise us, never overwhelm 
us, nor astonish us, nor transcend us. The 
God of glory sometimes revealed Him-
self like a sun to warm and bless, indeed, 
but often to astonish, overwhelm, and 
blind before He healed and bestowed 
permanent sight. This God of our fathers 
wills to be the God of their succeeding 
race. We have only to prepare Him a 
habitation in love and faith and humility. 
We have only to want Him badly enough, 
and He will come and manifest Himself 
to us.  A. W. Tozer
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21 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son 
of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who prophesy a lie to you 
in My name: Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your eyes. 22And because 
of them a curse shall be taken up by all the captivity of Judah who are in 
Babylon, saying, “The Lord make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the 
king of Babylon roasted in the fire”; 23because they have done disgraceful 
things in Israel, have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and 
have spoken lying words in My name, which I have not commanded them. 
Indeed I know, and am a witness, says the Lord.

24 You shall also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, 25Thus speaks 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: You have sent letters in your 
name to all the people who are at Jerusalem, to Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, 26“The Lord has made 
you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, so that there should be officers 
in the house of the Lord over every man who is demented and considers 
himself a prophet, that you should put him in prison and in the stocks. 
27Now therefore, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth who 
makes himself a prophet to you? 28For he has sent to us in Babylon, 
saying, ‘This captivity is long; build houses and dwell in them, and plant 
gardens and eat their fruit.’ ”

29 Now Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the 
prophet. 30Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying: 31Send 
to all those in captivity, saying, Thus says the Lord concerning Shemaiah 
the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, and I have not 
sent him, and he has caused you to trust in a lie—  32therefore thus says 
the Lord: Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his family: 
he shall not have anyone to dwell among this people, nor shall he see the 
good that I will do for My people, says the Lord, because he has taught 
rebellion against the Lord.

RESTORATION OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH

30  The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2“Thus speaks 
the Lord God of Israel, saying: ‘Write in a book for yourself all the 

words that I have spoken to you. 3For behold, the days are coming,’ says the 
Lord, ‘that I will bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah,’ says 
the Lord. ‘And I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, 
and they shall possess it.’ ”

4Now these are the words that the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah.
5“For thus says the Lord:

‘We have heard a voice of trembling,
Of fear, and not of peace.

6 Ask now, and see,
Whether a man is ever in labor with child?
So why do I see every man with his hands on his loins
Like a woman in labor,
And all faces turned pale?

7 Alas! For that day is great,
So that none is like it;
And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble,
But he shall be saved out of it.

8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’
Says the Lord of hosts,

‘That I will break his yoke from your neck,
And will burst your bonds;
Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

965  |  JEREMIAH 30:8

30:1–24 “I will multiply them, and they 
shall not diminish . . . And their congre-
gation shall be established before Me,” 
as during the time of Moses, Aaron, and 
Joshua. All this and what would follow 
in the prophecy below was fulfilled and 
was accomplished in the coming of our 
Lord, as we have already noted above. 
Like many other things in the Lord’s 
divine plan predicted by the prophet and 
fulfilled by the redemption and restora-
tion of the people of God, this passage 
also should not be simply understood in 
the sense of Israel but of people that the 
divine Paul calls the Israel of God who 
consisted of, and were gathered from, 
Jews and people of other nations. This 
passage is not simply about biological 
children of Abraham but about children 
of promise, and Paul teaches the same. 
Only in this more mysterious sense was 
the word of Jeremiah fulfilled, “they shall 
serve the Lord their God, and David their 
king, whom I will raise up for them.” The 
Jews did not have peace. After they were 
conquered by the Chaldeans, they never 
were free from fear and oppression from 
other foreign nations. Rather, at various 
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9 But they shall serve the Lord their God,
And David their king,
Whom I will raise up for them.

10 ‘Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says the Lord,
‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel;
For behold, I will save you from afar,
And your seed from the land of their captivity.
Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet,
And no one shall make him afraid.

11 For I am with you,’ says the Lord, ‘to save you;
Though I make a full end of all nations where I have scattered you,
Yet I will not make a complete end of you.
But I will correct you in justice,
And will not let you go altogether unpunished.’

12“For thus says the Lord:

‘Your affliction is incurable,
Your wound is severe.

13 There is no one to plead your cause,
That you may be bound up;
You have no healing medicines.

14 All your lovers have forgotten you;
They do not seek you;
For I have wounded you with the wound of an enemy,
With the chastisement of a cruel one,
For the multitude of your iniquities,
Because your sins have increased.

15 Why do you cry about your affliction?
Your sorrow is incurable.
Because of the multitude of your iniquities,
Because your sins have increased,
I have done these things to you.

16 ‘Therefore all those who devour you shall be devoured;
And all your adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity;
Those who plunder you shall become plunder,
And all who prey upon you I will make a prey.

17 For I will restore health to you
And heal you of your wounds,’ says the Lord,

‘Because they called you an outcast saying:
“This is Zion;
No one seeks her.” ’

18“Thus says the Lord:

‘Behold, I will bring back the captivity of Jacob’s tents,
And have mercy on his dwelling places;
The city shall be built upon its own mound,
And the palace shall remain according to its own plan.

19 Then out of them shall proceed thanksgiving
And the voice of those who make merry;
I will multiply them, and they shall not diminish;
I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

20 Their children also shall be as before,
And their congregation shall be established before Me;
And I will punish all who oppress them.

21 Their nobles shall be from among them,
And their governor shall come from their midst;
Then I will cause him to draw near,

JEREMIAH 30:9  |  966

times they were enslaved by Persians, 
Greeks, and Romans. These words of 
the prophet, “Jacob shall return, have 
rest and be quiet, and no one shall 
make him afraid,” were not fulfilled for 
Jews. All prophets who prophesied after 
the Babylonian captivity say that dur-
ing their time Jews were not free from 
fear and wars with neighboring nations, 
and they did not have even a moment 
of rest but were instead in fear of other 
peoples. And even though they served 
the Lord their God and did not wor-
ship pagan gods, they were oppressed. 
 Ephrem the Syrian
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And he shall approach Me;
For who is this who pledged his heart to approach Me?’ says the Lord.

22 ‘You shall be My people,
And I will be your God.’ ”

23 Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord
Goes forth with fury,
A continuing whirlwind;
It will fall violently on the head of the wicked.

24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not return until He has done it,
And until He has performed the intents of His heart.

In the latter days you will consider it.

THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL SAVED

31  “At the same time,” says the Lord, “I will be the God of all the families of 
Israel, and they shall be My people.”

2Thus says the Lord:

“The people who survived the sword
Found grace in the wilderness—
Israel, when I went to give him rest.”

3 The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying:
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love;
Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.

4 Again I will build you, and you shall be rebuilt,
O virgin of Israel!
You shall again be adorned with your tambourines,
And shall go forth in the dances of those who rejoice.

5 You shall yet plant vines on the mountains of Samaria;
The planters shall plant and eat them as ordinary food.

6 For there shall be a day
When the watchmen will cry on Mount Ephraim,

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
To the Lord our God.’ ”

7For thus says the Lord:

“Sing with gladness for Jacob,
And shout among the chief of the nations;
Proclaim, give praise, and say,

‘O Lord, save Your people,
The remnant of Israel!’

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country,
And gather them from the ends of the earth,
Among them the blind and the lame,
The woman with child
And the one who labors with child, together;
A great throng shall return there.

9 They shall come with weeping,
And with supplications I will lead them.
I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters,
In a straight way in which they shall not stumble;
For I am a Father to Israel,
And Ephraim is My firstborn.

10 “Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
And declare it in the isles afar off, and say,

‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,
And keep him as a shepherd does his flock.’

967  |  JEREMIAH 31:10

31:1–14 God’s love for us is everlasting. 
That means that God’s love for us existed 
before we were born and will exist after 
we have died. It is an eternal love in 
which we are embraced. Living a spiritual 
life calls us to claim that eternal love for 
ourselves so that we can live our tempo-
ral loves— for parents, brothers, sisters, 
teachers, friends, spouses, and all people 
who become part of our lives— as reflec-
tions or refractions of God’s eternal love. 
No fathers or mothers can love their 
children perfectly. No husbands or wives 
can love each other with unlimited love. 
There is no human love that is not bro-
ken somewhere. When our broken love is 
the only love we can have, we are easily 
thrown into despair, but when we can 
live our broken love as a partial reflection 
of God’s perfect, unconditional love, we 
can forgive one another our limitations 
and enjoy together the love we have to 
offer.  Henri Nouwen
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11 For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,
And ransomed him from the hand of one stronger than he.

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion,
Streaming to the goodness of the Lord—
For wheat and new wine and oil,
For the young of the flock and the herd;
Their souls shall be like a well- watered garden,
And they shall sorrow no more at all.

13 “Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance,
And the young men and the old, together;
For I will turn their mourning to joy,
Will comfort them,
And make them rejoice rather than sorrow.

14 I will satiate the soul of the priests with abundance,
And My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, says the Lord.”

MERCY ON EPHRAIM

15Thus says the Lord:

“A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children,
Refusing to be comforted for her children,
Because they are no more.”

16Thus says the Lord:

“Refrain your voice from weeping,
And your eyes from tears;
For your work shall be rewarded, says the Lord,
And they shall come back from the land of the enemy.

17 There is hope in your future, says the Lord,
That your children shall come back to their own border.

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself:
‘You have chastised me, and I was chastised,
Like an untrained bull;
Restore me, and I will return,
For You are the Lord my God.

19 Surely, after my turning, I repented;
And after I was instructed, I struck myself on the thigh;
I was ashamed, yes, even humiliated,
Because I bore the reproach of my youth.’

20 Is Ephraim My dear son?
Is he a pleasant child?
For though I spoke against him,
I earnestly remember him still;
Therefore My heart yearns for him;
I will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.

21 “Set up signposts,
Make landmarks;
Set your heart toward the highway,
The way in which you went.
Turn back, O virgin of Israel,
Turn back to these your cities.

22 How long will you gad about,
O you backsliding daughter?
For the Lord has created a new thing in the earth—
A woman shall encompass a man.”
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FUTURE PROSPERITY OF JUDAH

23Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “They shall again use this 
speech in the land of Judah and in its cities, when I bring back their captivity: 
‘The Lord bless you, O home of justice, and mountain of holiness!’ 24And there 
shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all its cities together, farmers and those going 
out with flocks. 25For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished 
every sorrowful soul.”

26After this I awoke and looked around, and my sleep was sweet to me.
27“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that I will sow the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast. 
28And it shall come to pass, that as I have watched over them to pluck up, to 
break down, to throw down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I will watch over them 
to build and to plant, says the Lord. 29In those days they shall say no more:

‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
And the children’s teeth are set on edge.’

30But every one shall die for his own iniquity; every man who eats the sour 
grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.

A NEW COVENANT

31“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new cov-
en ant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—  32not according 
to the cov en ant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My cov en ant which they broke, 
though I was a husband to them,a says the Lord. 33But this is the cov en ant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 34No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and ev-
ery man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from 
the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

35 Thus says the Lord,
Who gives the sun for a light by day,
The ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night,
Who disturbs the sea,
And its waves roar
(The Lord of hosts is His name):

36 “If those ordinances depart
From before Me, says the Lord,
Then the seed of Israel shall also cease
From being a nation before Me forever.”

37Thus says the Lord:

“If heaven above can be measured,
And the foundations of the earth searched out beneath,
I will also cast off all the seed of Israel
For all that they have done, says the Lord.

38“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that the city shall be built 
for the Lord from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39The surveyor’s 
line shall again extend straight forward over the hill Gareb; then it shall turn 
toward Goath. 40And the whole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and 
all the fields as far as the Brook Kidron, to the corner of the Horse Gate toward 
the east, shall be holy to the Lord. It shall not be plucked up or thrown down 
anymore forever.”

31:32 a Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read and  
I turned away from them.    

969  |  JEREMIAH 31:40

31:31–40 The Bible declares that God 
remembers our sin no more. I am not 
certain as to what that means. God, 
being God, could certainly do anything, 
even forget something, despite being 
all- knowing. If we take Jeremiah liter-
ally, then we can say that God actually 
chooses to forget our sins. What I am cer-
tain about is this: God treats me exactly 
as if He did not remember. God never 
brings up past sins, and He regards me 
as if they had never happened at all. We 
are not capable of forgetting. The mem-
ory of a difficult event will always be with 
us. But we can choose to remember in a 
redemptive manner. We can remember 
the event as a time of real pain but also 
as a testimony of God’s forgiveness and 
grace. We will always remember our mis-
takes, but we can also remember that 
they led to healing.  James Bryan Smith
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JEREMIAH BUYS A FIELD

32  The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of 
Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchad-

nezzar. 2For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem, and Jeremiah 
the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of 
Judah’s house. 3For Zed ekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, “Why do 
you prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 4and Zedekiah king of Judah 
shall not escape from the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him face to face,a and 
see him eye to eye; 5then he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall 
be until I visit him,” says the Lord; “though you fight with the Chaldeans, you 
shall not succeed” ’?”

6And Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 7‘Behold, 
Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle will come to you, saying, “Buy my 
field which is in Anathoth, for the right of redemption is yours to buy it.” ’ 
8Then Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison accord-
ing to the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Please buy my field that is in 
Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin; for the right of inheritance is 
yours, and the redemption yours; buy it for yourself.’  Then I knew that this 
was the word of the Lord. 9So I bought the field from Hanamel, the son of my 
uncle who was in Anathoth, and weighed out to him the money— seventeen 
shekels of silver. 10And I signed the deed and sealed it, took witnesses, and 
weighed the money on the scales. 11So I took the purchase deed, both that 
which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open; 
12and I gave the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, son of Mah se-
iah, in the presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and in the presence of the 
witnesses who signed the purchase deed, before all the Jews who sat in the 
court of the prison.

13“Then I charged Baruch before them, saying, 14‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: “Take these deeds, both this purchase deed which is 
sealed and this deed which is open, and put them in an earthen vessel, that 
they may last many days.” 15For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
“Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.” ’

JEREMIAH PRAYS FOR UNDERSTANDING

16“Now when I had delivered the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, 
I prayed to the Lord, saying: 17‘Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heav-
ens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing 
too hard for You. 18You show lovingkindness to thousands, and repay the iniq-
uity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them— the Great, the 
Mighty God, whose name is the Lord of hosts. 19You are great in counsel and 
mighty in work, for Your eyes are open to all the ways of the sons of men, to give 
everyone according to his ways and according to the fruit of his doings. 20You 
have set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, to this day, and in Israel and 
among other men; and You have made Yourself a name, as it is this day. 21You 
have brought Your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and won-
ders, with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, and with great terror; 22You 
have given them this land, of which You swore to their fathers to give them— “a 
land flowing with milk and honey.”  a 23And they came in and took possession 
of it, but they have not obeyed Your voice or walked in Your law. They have done 
nothing of all that You commanded them to do; therefore You have caused all 
this calamity to come upon them.

24‘Look, the siege mounds! They have come to the city to take it; and the city 
has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans who fight against it, because of 
the sword and famine and pestilence. What You have spoken has happened; 

32:4 a Literally mouth to mouth    32:22 a Exodus 3:8    
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there You see it! 25And You have said to me, O Lord God, “Buy the field for 
money, and take witnesses”!— yet the city has been given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans.’ ”

GOD’S ASSURANCE OF THE PEOPLE’S RETURN

26Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 27“Behold, I am the 
Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me? 28Therefore thus 
says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 29And the 
Chaldeans who fight against this city shall come and set fire to this city and 
burn it, with the houses on whose roofs they have offered incense to Baal and 
poured out drink offerings to other gods, to provoke Me to anger; 30because the 
children of Israel and the children of Judah have done only evil before Me from 
their youth. For the children of Israel have provoked Me only to anger with the 
work of their hands,’ says the Lord. 31‘For this city has been to Me a provocation 
of My anger and My fury from the day that they built it, even to this day; so I will 
remove it from before My face 32because of all the evil of the children of Israel 
and the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke Me to anger— they, 
their kings, their princes, their priests, their prophets, the men of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33And they have turned to Me the back, and not 
the face; though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have 
not listened to receive instruction. 34But they set their abominations in the 
house which is called by My name, to defile it. 35And they built the high places 
of Baal which are in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and 
their daughters to pass through the fire to Molech, which I did not command 
them, nor did it come into My mind that they should do this abomination, to 
cause Judah to sin.’

36“Now therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning this city 
of which you say, ‘It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: 37Behold, I will gather them 
out of all countries where I have driven them in My anger, in My fury, and in 
great wrath; I will bring them back to this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely. 38They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39then I will give them 
one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and 
their children after them. 40And I will make an everlasting cov en ant with them, 
that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their 
hearts so that they will not depart from Me. 41Yes, I will rejoice over them to do 
them good, and I will as sured ly plant them in this land, with all My heart and 
with all My soul.’

42“For thus says the Lord: ‘Just as I have brought all this great calamity on 
this people, so I will bring on them all the good that I have promised them. 
43And fields will be bought in this land of which you say, “It is desolate, without 
man or beast; it has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans.” 44Men will buy 
fields for money, sign deeds and seal them, and take witnesses, in the land of 
Benjamin, in the places around Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, in the cities 
of the mountains, in the cities of the lowland, and in the cities of the South; for 
I will cause their captives to return,’ says the Lord.”

EXCELLENCE OF THE RESTORED NATION

33  Moreover the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah a second time, while 
he was still shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 2“Thus says the 

Lord who made it, the Lord who formed it to establish it (the Lord is His 
name): 3‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.’

4“For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city 
and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have been pulled down to fortify a 

33:4 a Compare Isaiah 22:10    
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32:26–44 When I also think about the 
situation of the world, the complete 
darkness over our personal fate and my 
present imprisonment, then I believe 
that our union can only be a sign of 
God’s grace and kindness, which calls 
us to faith. We would be blind if we did 
not see it. Jeremiah says at the moment 
of his people’s great need “fields will be 
bought in this land” as a sign of trust in 
the future. This is where faith belongs. 
May God give it to us daily. And I do not 
mean the faith which flees the world, 
but the one that endures the world and 
which loves and remains true to the 
world in spite of all the suffering which 
it contains for us. Our marriage shall be a 
yes to God’s earth; it shall strengthen our 
courage to act and accomplish some-
thing on the earth. I fear that Christians 
who stand with only one leg upon earth 
also stand with only one leg in heaven. 
 Dietrich Bonhoeffer

33:1–17 “I will answer you, and show you 
great and mighty things, which you do 
not know.” There are different transla-
tions of these words. One version renders 
it, “I will show thee great and fortified 
things.” Another, “Great and reserved 
things.” Now, there are reserved and 
special things in Christian experience: all 
the developments of spiritual life are not 
alike easy of attainment. There are the 
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against the siege mounds and the sword: 5‘They come to fight with the Chal-
deans, but only to fill their placesa with the dead bodies of men whom I will 
slay in My anger and My fury, all for whose wickedness I have hidden My face 
from this city. 6Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and 
reveal to them the abundance of peace and truth. 7And I will cause the captives 
of Judah and the captives of Israel to return, and will rebuild those places as at 
the first. 8I will cleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have sinned 
against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned and 
by which they have transgressed against Me. 9Then it shall be to Me a name of 
joy, a praise, and an honor before all nations of the earth, who shall hear all the 
good that I do to them; they shall fear and tremble for all the  goodness and all 
the prosperity that I provide for it.’

10“Thus says the Lord: ‘Again there shall be heard in this place— of which 
you say, “It is desolate, without man and without beast”— in the cities of Judah, 
in the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without man and without inhab-
itant and without beast, 11the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice 
of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who will say:

“Praise the Lord of hosts,
For the Lord is good,
For His mercy endures forever”—

and of those who will bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. 
For I will cause the captives of the land to return as at the first,’ says the Lord.

12“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘In this place which is desolate, without man 
and without beast, and in all its cities, there shall again be a dwelling place of 
shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. 13In the cities of the mountains, in 
the cities of the lowland, in the cities of the South, in the land of Benjamin, in 
the places around Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, the flocks shall again 
pass under the hands of him who counts them, ’  says the Lord.

14‘Behold, the days are coming,’  says the Lord, ‘that I will perform that 
good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the house of 
Judah:

15 ‘In those days and at that time
I will cause to grow up to David
A Branch of righteousness;
He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

16 In those days Judah will be saved,
And Jerusalem will dwell safely.
And this is the name by which she will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.’  a

17“For thus says the Lord: ‘David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne 
of the house of Israel; 18nor shall the priests, the Le vites, lack a man to offer 
burnt offerings before Me, to kindle grain offerings, and to sacrifice continu-
ally.’ ”

THE PERMANENCE OF GOD’S COVENANT

19And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 20“Thus says the 
Lord: ‘If you can break My cov en ant with the day and My cov en ant with the 
night, so that there will not be day and night in their season, 21then My cov-
enant may also be broken with David My servant, so that he shall not have a 
son to reign on his throne, and with the Le vites, the priests, My ministers. 22As 
the host of heaven cannot be numbered, nor the sand of the sea measured, 
so will I multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Le vites who 
minister to Me.’ ”

33:5 a Compare 2 Kings 23:14    33:16 a Compare 23:5, 6    

JEREMIAH 33:5  |  972

common frames and feelings of repen-
tance, and faith, and joy, and hope, which 
are enjoyed by the entire family; but there 
is an upper realm of rapture, of commu-
nion, and conscious union with Christ, 
which is far from being the common 
dwelling- place of believers. We have not 
all the high privilege of John, to lean upon 
Jesus’ bosom; nor of Paul, to be caught up 
into the third heaven. There are heights in 
experimental knowledge of the things of 
God which the eagle’s eye of acumen and 
philosophic thought hath never seen: God 
alone can bear us there; but the chariot 
in which He takes us up, and the fiery 
steeds with which that chariot is dragged, 
are prevailing prayers. Prevailing prayer is 
victorious over the God of mercy, “By his 
strength he had power with God: yea, he 
had power over the angel, and prevailed: 
he wept, and made supplication unto 
Him: he found Him in Bethel, and there 
He spoke with us.” Prevailing prayer takes 
the Christian to Carmel, and enables him 
to cover heaven with clouds of blessing, 
and earth with floods of mercy. Prevailing 
prayer bears the Christian aloft to Pisgah, 
and shows him the inheritance reserved; 
it elevates us to Tabor and transfigures 
us, till in the likeness of his Lord, as He is, 
so are we also in this world. If you would 
reach to something higher than ordinary 
groveling experience, look to the Rock 
that is higher than you, and gaze with 
the eye of faith through the window of 
importunate prayer. When you open the 
window on your side, it will not be bolted 
on the other.  Charles Spurgeon
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23Moreover the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 24“Have you 
not considered what these people have spoken, saying, ‘The two families which 
the Lord has chosen, He has also cast them off’? Thus they have despised My 
people, as if they should no more be a nation before them.

25“Thus says the Lord: ‘If My cov en ant is not with day and night, and if I 
have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, 26then I will cast away 
the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not take any of his 
descendants to be rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
For I will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy on them.’ ”

ZEDEKIAH WARNED BY GOD

34  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon and all his army, all the kingdoms of the earth 

under his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem and all its 
cities, saying, 2“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Go and speak to Zede-
kiah king of Judah and tell him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give this 
city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 3And 
you shall not escape from his hand, but shall surely be taken and delivered into 
his hand; your eyes shall see the eyes of the king of Babylon, he shall speak 
with you face to face,a and you shall go to Babylon.’ ” ’ 4Yet hear the word of 
the Lord, O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the Lord concerning you: ‘You 
shall not die by the sword. 5You shall die in peace; as in the ceremonies of your 
fathers, the former kings who were before you, so they shall burn incense for 
you and lament for you, saying, “Alas, lord!” For I have pronounced the word, 
says the Lord.’ ”

6Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah in Jerusalem, 7when the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem 
and all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish and Azekah; for only 
these fortified cities remained of the cities of Judah.

TREACHEROUS TREATMENT OF SLAVES

8This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after King Zedekiah 
had made a cov en ant with all the people who were at Jerusalem to proclaim 
liberty to them: 9that every man should set free his male and female slave— a 
Hebrew man or woman— that no one should keep a Jewish brother in bond-
age. 10Now when all the princes and all the people, who had entered into the 
cov en ant, heard that everyone should set free his male and female slaves, that 
no one should keep them in bondage anymore, they obeyed and let them go. 
11But after ward they changed their minds and made the male and female slaves 
return, whom they had set free, and brought them into subjection as male and 
female slaves.

12Therefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 
13“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘I made a cov en ant with your fathers 
in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage, saying, 14“At the end of seven years let every man set free his Hebrew 
brother, who has been sold to him; and when he has served you six years, you 
shall let him go free from you.” But your fathers did not obey Me nor incline 
their ear. 15Then you recently turned and did what was right in My sight— every 
man proclaiming liberty to his neighbor; and you made a cov en ant before Me 
in the house which is called by My name. 16Then you turned around and pro-
faned My name, and every one of you brought back his male and female slaves, 
whom you had set at liberty, at their pleasure, and brought them back into 
subjection, to be your male and female slaves.’

17“Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming 
liberty, every one to his brother and every one to his neighbor. Behold, I pro-
claim liberty to you,’ says the Lord— ‘to the sword, to pestilence, and to famine! 

34:3 a Literally mouth to mouth    
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And I will deliver you to trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth. 18And I 
will give the men who have transgressed My cov en ant, who have not performed 
the words of the cov en ant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in 
two and passed between the parts of it—  19the princes of Judah, the princes of 
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed 
between the parts of the calf—  20I will give them into the hand of their enemies 
and into the hand of those who seek their life. Their dead bodies shall be for 
meat for the birds of the heaven and the beasts of the earth. 21And I will give 
Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes into the hand of their enemies, into 
the hand of those who seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Bab-
ylon’s army which has gone back from you. 22Behold, I will command,’ says 
the Lord, ‘and cause them to return to this city. They will fight against it and 
take it and burn it with fire; and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation 
without inhabitant.’ ”

THE OBEDIENT RECHABITES

35  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of Jehoia-
kim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2“Go to the house of the 

Rechabites, speak to them, and bring them into the house of the Lord, into one 
of the chambers, and give them wine to drink.”

3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Hab azziniah, his 
brothers and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites, 4and I brought 
them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of the sons of Ha nan the 
son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, above 
the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door. 5Then I 
set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups; 
and I said to them, “Drink wine.”

6But they said, “We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our 
father, commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink no wine, you nor your sons, 
forever. 7You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, nor have any 
of these; but all your days you shall dwell in tents, that you may live many days 
in the land where you are sojourners.’ 8Thus we have obeyed the voice of Jon-
adab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he charged us, to drink no wine 
all our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 9nor to build ourselves 
houses to dwell in; nor do we have vineyard, field, or seed. 10But we have dwelt 
in tents, and have obeyed and done according to all that Jonadab our father 
commanded us. 11But it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came up into the land, that we said, ‘Come, let us go to Jerusalem for fear of 
the army of the Chaldeans and for fear of the army of the Syrians.’ So we dwell 
at Jerusalem.”

12Then came the word of the Lord to Jeremiah, saying, 13“Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, “Will you not receive instruction to obey My words?” says 
the Lord. 14“The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded 
his sons, not to drink wine, are performed; for to this day they drink none, and 
obey their father’s commandment. But although I have spoken to you, rising 
early and speaking, you did not obey Me. 15I have also sent to you all My ser-
vants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, ‘Turn now every-
one from his evil way, amend your doings, and do not go after other gods to 
serve them; then you will dwell in the land which I have given you and your 
fathers.’ But you have not inclined your ear, nor obeyed Me. 16Surely the sons of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, 
which he commanded them, but this people has not obeyed Me.” ’

17“Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I 
will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the doom that I 
have pronounced against them; because I have spoken to them but they have 
not heard, and I have called to them but they have not answered.’ ”

18And Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, “Thus says the Lord 

JEREMIAH 34:18  |  974
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of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Because you have obeyed the commandment of 
Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts and done according to all that 
he commanded you, 19therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
“Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not lack a man to stand before Me forever.” ’ ”

THE SCROLL READ IN THE TEMPLE

36  Now it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, that this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying: 

2“Take a scroll of a book and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you 
against Israel, against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spoke 
to you, from the days of Josiah even to this day. 3It may be that the house of 
Judah will hear all the adversities which I purpose to bring upon them, that 
everyone may turn from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and 
their sin.”

4Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote on a 
scroll of a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah,a all the words of the Lord which 
He had spoken to him. 5And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I am con-
fined, I cannot go into the house of the Lord. 6You go, therefore, and read from 
the scroll which you have written at my instruction,a the words of the Lord, in 
the hearing of the people in the Lord’s house on the day of fasting. And you 
shall also read them in the hearing of all Judah who come from their cities. 7It 
may be that they will present their supplication before the Lord, and everyone 
will turn from his evil way. For great is the anger and the fury that the Lord has 
pronounced against this people.” 8And Baruch the son of Neriah did according 
to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading from the book the 
words of the Lord in the Lord’s house.

9Now it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king 
of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to 
all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people who came from the cities of 
Judah to Jerusalem. 10Then Baruch read from the book the words of Jeremiah 
in the house of the Lord, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the 
scribe, in the upper court at the entry of the New Gate of the Lord’s house, in 
the hearing of all the people.

THE SCROLL READ IN THE PALACE

11When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the 
words of the Lord from the book, 12he then went down to the king’s house, 
into the scribe’s chamber; and there all the princes were sitting— Elishama the 
scribe, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, Elnathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah 
the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. 13Then 
Michaiah declared to them all the words that he had heard when Baruch read 
the book in the hearing of the people. 14Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi 
the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, 
“Take in your hand the scroll from which you have read in the hearing of the 
people, and come.” So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and 
came to them. 15And they said to him, “Sit down now, and read it in our hear-
ing.” So Baruch read it in their hearing.

16Now it happened, when they had heard all the words, that they looked in 
fear from one to another, and said to Baruch, “We will surely tell the king of all 
these words.” 17And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now, how did you write 
all these words— at his instruction?” a

18So Baruch answered them, “He proclaimed with his mouth all these words 
to me, and I wrote them with ink in the book.”

19Then the princes said to Bar uch, “Go and hide, you and Jeremiah; and let 
no one know where you are.”

36:4 a Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth    36:6 a Literally from my mouth    36:17 a Literally 
with his mouth    

975  |  JEREMIAH 36:19

36:1–10 We see here, in the first place, 
what is the benefit of having the Scrip-
ture, even that what would otherwise 
vanish away or escape the memory of 
man, may remain and be handed down 
from one to another, and also that it may 
be read; for what is written can be bet-
ter weighed during leisure time. When 
one speaks only, every one takes in 
something according to his capacity and 
his attention; but as words from man’s 
mouth glide away, the utility of Scripture 
does hence appear more evident; for 
when what is not immediately under-
stood is repeated, it brings more light, 
and then what one reads today he may 
read tomorrow, and next year, and many 
years after. As then God saw that He had 
been, as it were, beating the air when He 
had spoken by His prophet, His purpose 
was that those things which Jeremiah 
had in vain spoken, should be written 
down. In this manner He, no doubt, 
intended to condemn both the king 
and his counsellors, and also the whole 
people, not only for their idleness, but 
also for their insensibility, even because 
all His teaching had been without fruit, 
though Jeremiah had labored much 
among them, and had been assiduous 
and faithful in the discharge of his office 
as a teacher. We now perceive the design 
of God in saying, “Take a scroll of a book 
and write on it all the words that I have 
spoken to you against Israel, against 
Judah, and against all the nations.” This 
was said in order that the Jews might 
understand that Jeremiah did not bring 
forward his own fictions, but faithfully 
delivered what he had heard from God’s 
mouth.  John Calvin
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THE KING DESTROYS JEREMIAH’S SCROLL

20And they went to the king, into the court; but they stored the scroll in the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the hearing of the 
king. 21So the king sent Jehudi to bring the scroll, and he took it from Elishama 
the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the hearing of the king and in the 
hearing of all the princes who stood beside the king. 22Now the king was sit-
ting in the winter house in the ninth month, with a fire burning on the hearth 
before him. 23And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, 
that the king cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast it into the fire that was on 
the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 
24Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear their garments, the king nor any of 
his servants who heard all these words. 25Never the less Elnathan, Delaiah, and 
Gemariah implored the king not to burn the scroll; but he would not listen to 
them. 26And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king’sa son, Seraiah the son 
of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to seize Baruch the scribe and Jere-
miah the prophet, but the Lord hid them.

JEREMIAH REWRITES THE SCROLL

27Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words which Baruch had 
written at the instruction of Jeremiah,a the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, 
saying: 28“Take yet another scroll, and write on it all the former words that were 
in the first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. 29And you 
shall say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘Thus says the Lord: “You have burned 
this scroll, saying, ‘Why have you written in it that the king of Babylon will 
certainly come and destroy this land, and cause man and beast to cease from 
here?’ ” 30Therefore thus says the Lord concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: 
“He shall have no one to sit on the throne of David, and his dead body shall be 
cast out to the heat of the day and the frost of the night. 31I will punish him, 
his family, and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring on them, on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on the men of Judah all the doom that I have 
pronounced against them; but they did not heed.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the 
son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the instruction of Jeremiaha all the words of 
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And besides, 
there were added to them many similar words.

ZEDEKIAH’S VAIN HOPE

37  Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son 
of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the 

land of Judah. 2But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land gave 
heed to the words of the Lord which He spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.

3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah 
the son of  Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet  Jeremiah, saying, “Pray now to 
the Lord our God for us.” 4Now Jeremiah was coming and going among the 
people, for they had not yet put him in prison. 5Then Pharaoh’s army came 
up from Egypt; and when the Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard 
news of them, they departed from Jerusalem.

6Then the word of the Lord came to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7“Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall say to the king of Judah, who 
sent you to Me to inquire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army which has come up to 
help you will return to Egypt, to their own land. 8And the Chaldeans shall come 
back and fight against this city, and take it and burn it with fire.” ’ 9Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Do not deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely depart from 
us,” for they will not depart. 10For though you had defeated the whole army of the 

36:26 a Hebrew Hammelech    36:27 a Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth    36:32 a Literally from 
Jeremiah’s mouth    
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Chaldeans who fight against you, and there remained only wounded men among 
them, they would rise up, every man in his tent, and burn the city with fire.’ ”

JEREMIAH IMPRISONED

11And it happened, when the army of the Chaldeans left the siege of Jeru-
salem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 12that Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem to go 
into the land of Benjamin to claim his property there among the people. 13And 
when he was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard was there whose 
name was Irijah the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he seized Jere-
miah the prophet, saying, “You are defecting to the Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, “False! I am not defecting to the Chaldeans.” But he 
did not listen to him.

So Irijah seized Jeremiah and brought him to the princes. 15Therefore the 
princes were angry with Jeremiah, and they struck him and put him in prison 
in the house of Jonathan the scribe. For they had made that the prison.

16When Jeremiah entered the dungeon and the cells, and Jeremiah had 
remained there many days, 17then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out. 
The king asked him secretly in his house, and said, “Is there any word from 
the Lord?”

And Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said, “You shall be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon!”

18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “What offense have I commit-
ted against you, against your servants, or against this people, that you have put 
me in prison? 19Where now are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, 
‘The king of Babylon will not come against you or against this land’? 20There-
fore please hear now, O my lord the king. Please, let my petition be accepted 
before you, and do not make me return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, 
lest I die there.”

21Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah 
to the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread 
from the bakers’ street, until all the bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison.

JEREMIAH IN THE DUNGEON

38  Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, Jucala 
the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchiah heard the words 

that Jeremiah had spoken to all the people, saying, 2“Thus says the Lord: ‘He 
who remains in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; 
but he who goes over to the Chaldeans shall live; his life shall be as a prize to 
him, and he shall live.’  a 3Thus says the Lord: ‘This city shall surely be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which shall take it.’ ”

4Therefore the princes said to the king, “Please, let this man be put to death, 
for thus he weakens the hands of the men of war who remain in this city, and 
the hands of all the people, by speaking such words to them. For this man does 
not seek the welfare of this people, but their harm.”

5Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the king can do 
nothing against you.” 6So they took Jeremiah and cast him into the dungeon 
of Malchiah the king’sa son, which was in the court of the prison, and they let 
Jeremiah down with ropes. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire. 
So Jeremiah sank in the mire.

7Now Ebed- Melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs, who was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon. When the king was 
sitting at the Gate of Benjamin, 8Ebed- Melech went out of the king’s house and 
spoke to the king, saying: 9“My lord the king, these men have done evil in all 
that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the 
dungeon, and he is likely to die from hunger in the place where he is. For there 

38:1 a Same as Jehucal (compare 37:3)    38:2 a Compare 21:9    38:6 a Hebrew Hammelech    
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38:1–13 Jeremiah went on in his plain 
preaching. The princes went on in their 
malice. It is common for wicked people 
to look upon God’s faithful ministers 
as enemies, because they show what 
enemies the wicked are to themselves 
while impenitent. Jeremiah was put into 
a dungeon. Many of God’s faithful wit-
nesses have been privately made away in 
prisons. Ebed- Melech was an Ethiopian; 
yet he spoke to the king faithfully, These 
men have done ill in all they have done 
to Jeremiah. See how God can raise up 
friends for His people in distress. Orders 
were given for the prophet’s release, and 
Ebed- Melech saw him drawn up. Let this 
encourage us to appear boldly for God. 
Special notice is taken of His tenderness 
for Jeremiah. What do we behold in the 
different characters then, but the same 
we behold in the different characters 
now, that the Lord’s children are con-
formed to His example, and the children 
of Satan to their master? 
 Matthew Henry
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is no more bread in the city.” 10Then the king commanded Ebed- Melech the 
Ethiopian, saying, “Take from here thirty men with you, and lift Jeremiah the 
prophet out of the dungeon before he dies.” 11So Ebed- Melech took the men 
with him and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took from 
there old clothes and old rags, and let them down by ropes into the dungeon 
to Jeremiah. 12Then Ebed- Melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Please put 
these old clothes and rags under your armpits, under the ropes.” And Jeremiah 
did so. 13So they pulled Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted him out of the dun-
geon. And Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

ZEDEKIAH’S FEARS AND JEREMIAH’S ADVICE

14Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to 
him at the third entrance of the house of the Lord. And the king said to Jere-
miah, “I will ask you something. Hide nothing from me.”

15Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to you, will you not surely put 
me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.”

16So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, “As the Lord 
lives, who made our very souls, I will not put you to death, nor will I give you 
into the hand of these men who seek your life.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zed ekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, 
the God of Israel: ‘If you surely surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, then 
your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your 
house shall live. 18But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s princes, 
then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it 
with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.’ ”

19And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who 
have defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they 
abuse me.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of 
the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall 
live. 21But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the Lord has shown 
me: 22‘Now behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah’s house shall 
be surrendered to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say:

“Your close friends have set upon you
And prevailed against you;
Your feet have sunk in the mire,
And they have turned away again.”

23‘So they shall surrender all your wives and children to the Chaldeans. You 
shall not escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of 
Babylon. And you shall cause this city to be burned with fire.’ ”

24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words, and 
you shall not die. 25But if the princes hear that I have  talked with you, and they 
come to you and say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you have said to the king, 
and also what the king said to you; do not hide it from us, and we will not put 
you to death,’ 26then you shall say to them, ‘I presented my request before the 
king, that he would not make me return to Jonathan’s house to die there.’ ”

27Then all the princes came to Jeremiah and asked him. And he told them 
according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they stopped 
speaking with him, for the conversation had not been heard. 28Now Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken. And 
he was there when Jerusalem was taken.

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

39  In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem, 

and besieged it. 2In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the 
ninth day of the month, the city was penetrated.

JEREMIAH 38:10  |  978
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3Then all the princes of the king of Babylon came in and sat in the Middle 
Gate: Nergal- Sharezer, Samgar- Nebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris,a Nergal- Sarezer, 
Rabmag,b with the rest of the princes of the king of Babylon.

4So it was, when Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of war saw 
them, that they fled and went out of the city by night, by way of the king’s gar-
den, by the gate between the two walls. And he went out by way of the plain.a 
5But the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho. And when they had captured him, they brought him up to Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon, to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced 
judgment on him. 6Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah be-
fore his eyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah. 
7Moreover he put out Zed ekiah’s eyes, and bound him with bronze fetters to 
carry him off to Babylon. 8And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the 
houses of the people with fire, and broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 9Then 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive to Babylon the rem-
nant of the people who remained in the city and those who defected to him, 
with the rest of the people who remained. 10But Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard left in the land of Judah the poor people, who had nothing, and gave 
them vineyards and fields at the same time.

JEREMIAH GOES FREE

11Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah 
to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, 12“Take him and look after 
him, and do him no harm; but do to him just as he says to you.” 13So Nebu-
zaradan the captain of the guard sent Nebushasban, Rabsaris, Nergal- Sharezer, 
Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon’s chief officers; 14then they sent someone 
to take Jeremiah from the court of the prison, and committed him to Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should take him home. So he 
dwelt among the people.

15Meanwhile the word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah while he was shut 
up in the court of the prison, saying, 16“Go and speak to Ebed- Melech the Ethio-
pian, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will 
bring My words upon this city for adversity and not for good, and they shall be 
performed in that day before you. 17But I will deliver you in that day,” says the 
Lord, “and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of whom you are 
afraid. 18For I will surely deliver you, and you shall not fall by the sword; but 
your life shall be as a prize to you, because you have put your trust in Me,” says 
the Lord.’ ”

JEREMIAH WITH GEDALIAH THE GOVERNOR

40  The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord after Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken 

him bound in chains among all who were carried away captive from Jerusalem 
and Judah, who were carried away captive to Babylon.

2And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him: “The Lord 
your God has pronounced this doom on this place. 3Now the Lord has brought 
it, and has done just as He said. Because you people have sinned against the 
Lord, and not obeyed His voice, therefore this thing has come upon you. 4And 
now look, I free you this day from the chains that were on your hand. If it seems 
good to you to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will look after you. But 
if it seems wrong for you to come with me to Babylon, remain here. See, all 
the land is before you; wherever it seems good and convenient for you to go, 
go there.”

5Now while Jeremiah had not yet gone back, Nebuzaradan said, “Go back to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has 

39:3 a A title, probably Chief Officer; also verse 13  b A title, probably Troop Commander; also 
verse 13    39:4 a Or the Arabah, that is, the Jordan Valley    
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39:11–18 Both Nebuchadnezzar the king 
and Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian increased 
the condemnation of the Jews. Although 
they were foreigners, they respected the 
prophet, but the Jews (who had been 
raised on the words of the prophets) did 
not want to pay attention to the divine 
words, but they subjected the prophets 
to punishments of every kind. The prom-
ise of God surely obtained its fulfillment. 
When God appointed him a prophet, He 
promised to make him irresistible and like 
an iron pillar and a bronze wall because 
on the one hand they would wage war 
against him but on the other hand they 
would not prevail. Nebuzaradan and all 
the company of rulers summoned Jere-
miah from the prison and handed him 
over to Gedaliah, whom he had ordered 
to rule over the remnant in Judah. And 
the prophet thought that it was worth 
noting that the things spoken beforehand 
by God concerning Ebed-Melech were 
fulfilled. For with Him, nothing is uncared 
for or lacking reward.  Theodoret of Cyr
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made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people. 
Or go wherever it seems convenient for you to go.” So the captain of the guard 
gave him rations and a gift and let him go. 6Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam, to Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the people who were 
left in the land.

7And when all the captains of the armies who were in the fields, they 
and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed to him men, women, chil-
dren, and the poorest of the land who had not been carried away captive to Bab-
ylon, 8then they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah— Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, 
Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, the 
sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniaha the son of a Maachathite, they 
and their men. 9And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an 
oath before them and their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve the Chal-
deans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with 
you. 10As for me, I will indeed dwell at Mizpah and serve the Chaldeans who 
come to us. But you, gather wine and summer fruit and oil, put them in your 
vessels, and dwell in your cities that you have taken.” 11Likewise, when all the 
Jews who were in Moab, among the Ammonites, in Edom, and who were in all 
the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and 
that he had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
12then all the Jews returned out of all places where they had been driven, and 
came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and gathered wine and sum-
mer fruit in abundance.

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces 
that were in the fields came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, 14and said to him, “Do you 
certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammon ites has sent Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah to murder you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe 
them.

15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah, 
saying, “Let me go, please, and I will kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no 
one will know it. Why should he murder you, so that all the Jews who are gath-
ered to you would be scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish?”

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You 
shall not do this thing, for you speak falsely concerning Ishmael.”

INSURRECTION AGAINST GEDALIAH

41  Now it came to pass in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Netha-
niah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family and of the officers of the 

king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, at Mizpah. And there 
they ate bread together in Mizpah. 2Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and 
the ten men who were with him, arose and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him whom the king of Babylon 
had made governor over the land. 3Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who 
were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were 
found there, the men of war.

4And it happened, on the second day after he had killed Gedaliah, when 
as yet no one knew it, 5that certain men came from Shechem, from Shiloh, 
and from Samaria, eighty men with their beards shaved and their clothes torn, 
having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them 
to the house of the Lord. 6Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from 
Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went along; and it happened as he met 
them that he said to them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 7So it was, 
when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
killed them and cast them into the midst of a pit, he and the men who were 
with him. 8But ten men were found among them who said to Ishmael, “Do not 

40:8 a Spelled Jaazaniah in 2 Kings 25:23    
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kill us, for we have treasures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the field.” So he 
desisted and did not kill them among their brethren. 9Now the pit into which 
Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men whom he had slain, because 
of Gedaliah, was the same one Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king 
of Israel. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. 10Then Ishmael 
carried away captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king’s 
daughters and all the people who remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan 
the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive and departed to go 
over to the Am mon ites.

11But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces 
that were with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
had done, 12they took all the men and went to fight with Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah; and they found him by the great pool that is in Gibeon. 13So it was, 
when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, 
and all the captains of the forces who were with him, that they were glad. 
14Then all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah 
turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah. 15But 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Joha nan with eight men and went 
to the Ammonites.

16Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that 
were with him, took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had recov-
ered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah after he had murdered Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam— the mighty men of war and the women and the children and 
the eunuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon. 17And they departed and 
dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as they went on 
their way to Egypt, 18because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, be-
cause Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
whom the king of Babylon had made governor in the land.

THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT FORBIDDEN

42  Now all the captains of the forces, Johanan the son of Kareah, Jezaniah 
the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people, from the least to the great-

est, came near 2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Please, let our petition be 
acceptable to you, and pray for us to the Lord your God, for all this remnant 
(since we are left but a few of many, as you can see), 3that the Lord your God 
may show us the way in which we should walk and the thing we should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard. Indeed, I will pray 
to the Lord your God according to your words, and it shall be, that whatever the 
Lord answers you, I will declare it to you. I will keep nothing back from you.”

5So they said to Jeremiah, “Let the Lord be a true and faithful witness be-
tween us, if we do not do according to everything which the Lord your God 
sends us by you. 6Whether it is pleasing or displeasing, we will obey the voice 
of the Lord our God to whom we send you, that it may be well with us when we 
obey the voice of the Lord our God.”

7And it happened after ten days that the word of the Lord came to Jere-
miah. 8Then he called Johanan the son of Kareah, all the captains of the forces 
which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the greatest, 
9and said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to whom you sent 
me to present your petition before Him: 10‘If you will still remain in this land, 
then I will build you and not pull you down, and I will plant you and not pluck 
you up. For I relent concerning the disaster that I have brought upon you. 11Do 
not be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do not be afraid 
of him,’ says the Lord, ‘for I am with you, to save you and deliver you from his 
hand. 12And I will show you mercy, that he may have mercy on you and cause 
you to return to your own land.’

13“But if you say, ‘We will not dwell in this land,’  disobeying the voice of 
the Lord your God, 14saying, ‘No, but we will go to the land of Egypt where we 

981  |  JEREMIAH 42:14

42:1–22 “Back to Egypt!” was Israel’s cry 
whenever they found themselves in trou-
ble. It was true in the days of Moses and 
Isaiah, and now in the trying days after 
the Babylonian conquest. God had told 
them to stay in the land, but they were 
afraid to obey. They had already made 
up their minds to go, but they thought it 
would be good to ask the prophet to pray 
for them: “Pray for us! We will obey!” 
How pious their words sounded! Have 
you ever tried to fool God with pious 
prayers and promises? Jeremiah prayed 
and waited for God’s word for that hour. 
Perhaps God did have another plan for 
the people. No, God’s plan had not been 
changed. God told them not to be afraid; 
He told them to stay in the land and trust 
His care. But God also told His servant 
that the leaders were hypocrites and 
not to be trusted. Faith and patience go 
together: “Whosever believes will not act 
hastily” (Isa. 28:16).  Warren Wiersbe
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shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor be hungry for bread, 
and there we will dwell’—  15Then hear now the word of the Lord, O remnant 
of Judah! Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you wholly set your 
faces to enter Egypt, and go to dwell there, 16then it shall be that the sword 
which you feared shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt; the famine of 
which you were afraid shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there 
you shall die. 17So shall it be with all the men who set their faces to go to Egypt 
to dwell there. They shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. And 
none of them shall remain or escape from the disaster that I will bring upon 
them.’

18“For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘As My anger and My 
fury have been poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so will My fury be 
poured out on you when you enter Egypt. And you shall be an oath, an aston-
ishment, a curse, and a reproach; and you shall see this place no more.’

19“The Lord has said concerning you, O remnant of Judah, ‘Do not go to 
Egypt!’ Know certainly that I have admonished you this day. 20For you were 
hypocrites in your hearts when you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, 
‘Pray for us to the Lord our God, and according to all that the Lord your God 
says, so declare to us and we will do it. ’  21And I have this day declared it to you, 
but you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, or anything which 
He has sent you by me. 22Now therefore, know certainly that you shall die by 
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence in the place where you desire to go to 
dwell.”

JEREMIAH TAKEN TO EGYPT

43  Now it happened, when Jeremiah had stopped speaking to all the peo-
ple all the words of the Lord their God, for which the Lord their God 

had sent him to them, all these words, 2that Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Joha-
nan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You 
speak falsely! The Lord our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to 
dwell there.’ 3But Baruch the son of Neriah has set you against us, to deliver 
us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may put us to death or carry us 
away captive to Babylon.” 4So Johanan the son of Kareah, all the captains of 
the forces, and all the people would not obey the voice of the Lord, to remain 
in the land of Judah. 5But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of 
the forces took all the remnant of Judah who had returned to dwell in the land 
of Judah, from all nations where they had been driven—  6men, women, chil-
dren, the king’s daughters, and every person whom Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of Neriah. 7So they went to the 
land of Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the Lord. And they went as 
far as Tahpanhes.

8Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 
9“Take large stones in your hand, and hide them in the sight of the men of 
Judah, in the clay in the brick courtyard which is at the entrance to Pharaoh’s 
house in Tahpanhes; 10and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel: “Behold, I will send and bring Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
My servant, and will set his throne above these stones that I have hidden. 
And he will spread his royal pavilion over them. 11When he comes, he shall 
strike the land of Egypt and deliver to death those appointed for death, and to 
captivity those appointed for captivity, and to the sword those appointed for the 
sword. 12Ia will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt, and he shall 
burn them and carry them away captive. And he shall array himself with the 
land of Egypt, as a shepherd puts on his garment, and he shall go out from 
there in peace. 13He shall also break the sacred pillars of Beth Shemesha that 

43:12 a Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read He.    
43:13 a Literally House of the Sun, ancient On; later called Heliopolis   
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43:1–13 “He shall also break the sacred 
pillars of Beth Shemesh that are in the 
land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods 
of the Egyptians he shall burn with fire.” 
The city of the sun is Egyptian Heliopolis, 
which was known for excessive demonic 
veneration and worship of futile idols. 
It had tall obelisks of amazing size. The 
height of each was up to sixty cubits, the 
capitals on the top of the obelisks were 
from shining brass that weighed up to 
a thousand or more pounds. On these 
obelisks were standing images and like-
nesses of people and animals that the 
Gentiles were worshiping. Also, those 
obelisks were inscribed with sacred 
writings of pagan mysteries. It was writ-
ten about these obelisks that the Lord 
would break them. It does not speak 
so much about divine destruction and 
demolition of these obelisks as such, as 
about the destruction of the worship of 
demons and idols, images of those who 
were engraved on those obelisks. It was 
demolished, destroyed, and stopped 
when the Lord Christ was incarnated and 
came to this world.  Ephrem the Syrian
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are in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians he shall 
burn with fire.” ’ ”

ISRAELITES WILL BE PUNISHED IN EGYPT

44  The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews who dwell in 
the land of Egypt, who dwell at Migdol, at Tahpanhes, at Noph,a and in 

the country of Pathros, saying, 2“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
‘You have seen all the calamity that I have brought on Jerusalem and on all the 
cities of Judah; and behold, this day they are a desolation, and no one dwells in 
them, 3because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke Me 
to anger, in that they went to burn incense and to serve other gods whom they 
did not know, they nor you nor your fathers. 4However I have sent to you all My 
servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, “Oh, do not do 
this abominable thing that I hate!” 5But they did not listen or incline their ear to 
turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense to other gods. 6So My fury and 
My anger were poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as it is this day.’

7“Now therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: 
‘Why do you commit this great evil against yourselves, to cut off from you man 
and woman, child and infant, out of Judah, leaving none to remain, 8in that 
you provoke Me to wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense to 
other gods in the land of Egypt where you have gone to dwell, that you may 
cut yourselves off and be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the 
earth? 9Have you forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, the wickedness of 
the kings of Judah, the wickedness of their wives, your own wickedness, and the 
wickedness of your wives, which they committed in the land of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem? 10They have not been humbled, to this day, nor have 
they feared; they have not walked in My law or in My statutes that I set before 
you and your fathers.’

11“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will set 
My face against you for catastrophe and for cutting off all Judah. 12And I will 
take the remnant of Judah who have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt 
to dwell there, and they shall all be consumed and fall in the land of Egypt. 
They shall be consumed by the sword and by famine. They shall die, from the 
least to the greatest, by the sword and by famine; and they shall be an oath, an 
astonishment, a curse and a reproach! 13For I will punish those who dwell in 
the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by famine, and 
by pestilence, 14so that none of the remnant of Judah who have gone into the 
land of Egypt to dwell there shall escape or survive, lest they return to the land 
of Judah, to which they desire to return and dwell. For none shall return except 
those who escape.’ ”

15Then all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to other 
gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and all the people 
who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying: 16“As for 
the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen 
to you! 17But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to 
burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we 
have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah 
and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well- off, 
and saw no trouble. 18But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of 
heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and 
have been consumed by the sword and by famine.”

19The women also said, “And when we burned incense to the queen of heav-
en and poured out drink offerings to her, did we make cakes for her, to worship 
her, and pour out drink offerings to her without our husbands’ permission?”

20Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people— the men, the women, and all the 

 44:1 a That is,  ancient Memphis    
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44:1–30 What was the reason for this 
[calamity]? It was because the Jews 
were so arrogant and obstinate. They 
immediately forgot what God had done 
for them; they ascribed His kindness to 
demons and reckoned that His blessings 
had come from them. Even when the sea 
was divided for them, as they went forth 
from Egypt, and while other wonderful 
things were happening to them, they for-
got the God who was performing these 
miracles and attributed them to oth-
ers who were not gods. For they said to 
Aaron, “Make for us gods who will be our 
leaders.” And they said to Jeremiah, “As 
for the word that you have spoken to us 
in the name of the Lord, we will not listen 
to you! But we will certainly do whatever 
has gone out of our own mouth, to burn 
incense to the queen of heaven and pour 
out drink offerings to her, as we have 
done, we and our fathers, our kings and 
our princes, in the cities of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had 
plenty of food, were well- off, and saw 
no trouble. But since we stopped burn-
ing incense to the queen of heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, we 
have lacked everything and have been 
consumed by the sword and by famine.” 
The inspired prophets, then, foretold 
what would happen to the Jews so that 
they would ascribe none of the events to 
idols but would believe that both punish-
ments and blessings always come from 
God: the punishment came for their sins 
and the blessings because of God’s love 
and kindness.  Chrysostom
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people who had given him that answer— saying: 21“The incense that you burned 
in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your 
kings and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord remember 
them, and did it not come into His mind? 22So the Lord could no longer bear it, 
because of the evil of your doings and because of the abominations which you 
committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a curse, and 
without an inhabitant, as it is this day. 23Because you have burned incense and 
because you have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the voice of 
the Lord or walked in His law, in His statutes or in His testimonies, therefore 
this calamity has happened to you, as at this day.”

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the women, “Hear 
the word of the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt! 25Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives have spoken with 
your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying, “We will surely keep our 
vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour 
out drink offerings to her.” You will surely keep your vows and perform your 
vows!’ 26Therefore hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who dwell in the land of 
Egypt: ‘Behold, I have sworn by My great name,’ says the Lord, ‘that My name 
shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of 
Egypt, saying, “The Lord God lives.” 27Behold, I will watch over them for adver-
sity and not for good. And all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt 
shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end to them. 
28Yet a small number who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt 
to the land of Judah; and all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of 
Egypt to dwell there, shall know whose words will stand, Mine or theirs. 29And 
this shall be a sign to you,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will punish you in this place, 
that you may know that My words will surely stand against you for adversity.’

30“Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt 
into the hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I 
gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
his enemy who sought his life.’ ”

ASSURANCE TO BARUCH

45  The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Bar uch the son of Neri-
ah, when he had written these words in a book at the instruction of 

Jeremiah,a in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
saying, 2“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 3‘You said, 
“Woe is me now! For the Lord has added grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my 
sighing, and I find no rest.” ’

4“Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, what I have built 
I will break down, and what I have planted I will pluck up, that is, this whole 
land. 5And do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, 
I will bring adversity on all flesh,” says the Lord. “But I will give your life to you 
as a prize in all places, wherever you go.” ’ ”

JUDGMENT ON EGYPT

46  The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the 
nations. 2Against Egypt.

Concerning the army of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the 
River Euphrates in Carchemish, and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:

3 “Order the buckler and shield,
And draw near to battle!

4 Harness the horses,
And mount up, you horsemen!

45:1 a Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth    

JEREMIAH 44:21  |  984

9780785215950_int_04_isa_mal_NKJV_AncientModern_FOURTH PROOFS_CC17.indd   984 4/10/18   12:20 AM



Stand forth with your helmets,
Polish the spears,
Put on the armor!

5 Why have I seen them dismayed and turned back?
Their mighty ones are beaten down;
They have speedily fled,
And did not look back,
For fear was all around,” says the Lord.

6 “Do not let the swift flee away,
Nor the mighty man escape;
They will stumble and fall
Toward the north, by the River Euphrates.

7 “Who is this coming up like a flood,
Whose waters move like the rivers?

8 Egypt rises up like a flood,
And its waters move like the rivers;
And he says, ‘I will go up and cover the earth,
I will destroy the city and its inhabitants.’

9 Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots!
And let the mighty men come forth:
The Ethiopians and the Libyans who handle the shield,
And the Lydians who handle and bend the bow.

10 For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts,
A day of vengeance,
That He may avenge Himself on His adversaries.
The sword shall devour;
It shall be satiated and made drunk with their blood;
For the Lord God of hosts has a sacrifice
In the north country by the River Euphrates.

11 “Go up to Gilead and take balm,
O virgin, the daughter of Egypt;
In vain you will use many medicines;
You shall not be cured.

12 The nations have heard of your shame,
And your cry has filled the land;
For the mighty man has stumbled against the mighty;
They both have fallen together.”

BABYLONIA WILL STRIKE EGYPT

13The word that the Lord spoke to Jeremiah the prophet, how Neb u-
chadnezzar king of Babylon would come and strike the land of Egypt.

14 “Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in Migdol;
Proclaim in Nopha and in Tahpanhes;
Say, ‘Stand fast and prepare yourselves,
For the sword devours all around you.’

15 Why are your valiant men swept away?
They did not stand
Because the Lord drove them away.

16 He made many fall;
Yes, one fell upon another.
And they said, ‘Arise!
Let us go back to our own people
And to the land of our nativity
From the oppressing sword.’

46:14 a That is, ancient Memphis    
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17 They cried there,
‘Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a noise.
He has passed by the appointed time!’

18 “As I live,” says the King,
Whose name is the Lord of hosts,

“Surely as Tabor is among the mountains
And as Carmel by the sea, so he shall come.

19 O you daughter dwelling in Egypt,
Prepare yourself to go into captivity!
For Nopha shall be waste and desolate, without inhabitant.

20 “Egypt is a very pretty heifer,
But destruction comes, it comes from the north.

21 Also her mercenaries are in her midst like fat bulls,
For they also are turned back,
They have fled away together.
They did not stand,
For the day of their calamity had come upon them,
The time of their punishment.

22 Her noise shall go like a serpent,
For they shall march with an army
And come against her with axes,
Like those who chop wood.

23 “They shall cut down her forest,” says the Lord,
“Though it cannot be searched,
Because they are innumerable,
And more numerous than grasshoppers.

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be ashamed;
She shall be delivered into the hand
Of the people of the north.”

25The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, says: “Behold, I will bring punish-
ment on Amona of No,b and Pharaoh and Egypt, with their gods and their 
kings— Pharaoh and those who trust in him. 26And I will deliver them into the 
hand of those who seek their lives, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon and the hand of his servants. After ward it shall be inhabited as in the 
days of old,” says the Lord.

GOD WILL PRESERVE ISRAEL

27 “But do not fear, O My servant Jacob,
And do not be dismayed, O Israel!
For behold, I will save you from afar,
And your offspring from the land of their captivity;
Jacob shall return, have rest and be at ease;
No one shall make him afraid.

28 Do not fear, O Jacob My servant,” says the Lord,
“For I am with you;
For I will make a complete end of all the nations
To which I have driven you,
But I will not make a complete end of you.
I will rightly correct you,
For I will not leave you wholly unpunished.”

JUDGMENT ON PHILISTIA

47  The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the 
Philistines, before Pharaoh attacked Gaza.

2Thus says the Lord:

46:19 a That is, ancient Memphis    46:25 a A sun god  b That is, ancient Thebes    
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“Behold, waters rise out of the north,
And shall be an overflowing flood;
They shall overflow the land and all that is in it,
The city and those who dwell within;
Then the men shall cry,
And all the inhabitants of the land shall wail.

3 At the noise of the stamping hooves of his strong horses,
At the rushing of his chariots,
At the rumbling of his wheels,
The fathers will not look back for their children,
Lacking courage,

4 Because of the day that comes to plunder all the Philistines,
To cut off from Tyre and Sidon every helper who remains;
For the Lord shall plunder the Philistines,
The remnant of the country of Caphtor.

5 Baldness has come upon Gaza,
Ashkelon is cut off
With the remnant of their valley.
How long will you cut yourself?

6 “O you sword of the Lord,
How long until you are quiet?
Put yourself up into your scabbard,
Rest and be still!

7 How can it be quiet,
Seeing the Lord has given it a charge
Against Ashkelon and against the seashore?
There He has appointed it.”

JUDGMENT ON MOAB

48  Against Moab.
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:

“Woe to Nebo!
For it is plundered,
Kirjathaim is shamed and taken;
The high strongholda is shamed and dismayed—

2 No more praise of Moab.
In Heshbon they have devised evil against her:

‘Come, and let us cut her off as a nation.’
You also shall be cut down, O Madmen!a

The sword shall pursue you;
3 A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim:

‘Plundering and great destruction!’

4 “Moab is destroyed;
Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard;a

5 For in the Ascent of Luhith they ascend with continual  
weeping;

For in the descent of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of 
destruction.

6 “Flee, save your lives!
And be like the juniper a in the wilderness.

7 For because you have trusted in your works and your treasures,
You also shall be taken.

48:1 a Hebrew Misgab    48:2 a A city of Moab    48:4 a Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Proclaim it in Zoar.    48:6 a Or Aroer, a city of Moab    
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48:1–47 The Chaldeans are to destroy 
the Moabites. We should be thankful 
that we are required to seek the salva-
tion of men’s lives, and the salvation of 
their souls, not to shed their blood; but 
we shall be the more without excuse 
if we do this pleasant work deceitfully. 
The cities shall be laid in ruins, and the 
country shall be wasted. There will be 
great sorrow. There will be great hurry. 
If any could give wings to sinners, still 
they could not fly out of the reach of 
divine indignation. There are many who 
persist in unrepented iniquity, yet long 
enjoy outward prosperity. They had been 
long corrupt and unreformed, secure 
and sensual in prosperity. They have 
no changes of their peace and prosper-
ity, therefore their hearts and lives are 
unchanged. The destruction of Moab is 
further prophesied, to awaken them by 
national repentance and reformation 
to prevent the trouble, or by a personal 
repentance and reformation to prepare 
for it. In reading this long roll of threat-
enings, and mediating on the terror, it 
will be of more use to us to keep in view 
the power of God’s anger and the terror 
of His judgments, and to have our hearts 
possessed with a holy awe of God and 
of His wrath, than to search into all the 
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And Chemosh shall go forth into captivity,
His priests and his princes together.

8 And the plunderer shall come against every city;
No one shall escape.
The valley also shall perish,
And the plain shall be destroyed,
As the Lord has spoken.

9 “Give wings to Moab,
That she may flee and get away;
For her cities shall be desolate,
Without any to dwell in them.

10 Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully,
And cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.

11 “Moab has been at ease from hisa youth;
He has settled on his dregs,
And has not been emptied from vessel to vessel,
Nor has he gone into captivity.
Therefore his taste remained in him,
And his scent has not changed.

12 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord,
“That I shall send him wine- workers
Who will tip him over
And empty his vessels
And break the bottles.

13 Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh,
As the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How can you say, ‘We are mighty
And strong men for the war’?

15 Moab is plundered and gone up from her cities;
Her chosen young men have gone down to the slaughter,” says the King,
Whose name is the Lord of hosts.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near at hand,
And his affliction comes quickly.

17 Bemoan him, all you who are around him;
And all you who know his name,
Say, ‘How the strong staff is broken,
The beautiful rod!’

18 “O daughter inhabiting Dibon,
Come down from your glory,
And sit in thirst;
For the plunderer of Moab has come against you,
He has destroyed your strongholds.

19 O inhabitant of Aroer,
Stand by the way and watch;
Ask him who flees
And her who escapes;
Say, ‘What has happened?’

20 Moab is shamed, for he is broken down.
Wail and cry!
Tell it in Arnon, that Moab is plundered.

21 “And judgment has come on the plain country:
On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath,

48:11 a The Hebrew uses masculine and feminine pronouns interchangeably in this chapter.    
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figures and expressions here used. Yet it 
is not perpetual destruction. The chapter 
ends with a promise of their return out 
of captivity in the latter days. Even with 
Moabites God will not contend for ever, 
nor be always wroth. The Jews refer it to 
the days of the Messiah; then the cap-
tives of the Gentiles, under the yoke of 
sin and Satan, will be brought back by 
divine grace, which will make them free 
indeed.  Matthew Henry
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22 On Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblathaim,
23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and Beth Meon,
24 On Kerioth and Bozrah,

On all the cities of the land of Moab,
Far or near.

25 The horn of Moab is cut off,
And his arm is broken,” says the Lord.

26 “Make him drunk,
Because he exalted himself against the Lord.
Moab shall wallow in his vomit,
And he shall also be in derision.

27 For was not Israel a derision to you?
Was he found among thieves?
For whenever you speak of him,
You shake your head in scorn.

28 You who dwell in Moab,
Leave the cities and dwell in the rock,
And be like the dove which makes her nest
In the sides of the cave’s mouth.

29 “We have heard the pride of Moab
(He is exceedingly proud),
Of his loftiness and arrogance and pride,
And of the haughtiness of his heart.”

30 “I know his wrath,” says the Lord,
“But it is not right;
His lies have made nothing right.

31 Therefore I will wail for Moab,
And I will cry out for all Moab;
Ia will mourn for the men of Kir Heres.

32 O vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you with the weeping of Jazer.
Your plants have gone over the sea,
They reach to the sea of Jazer.
The plunderer has fallen on your summer fruit and your vintage.

33 Joy and gladness are taken
From the plentiful field
And from the land of Moab;
I have caused wine to fail from the winepresses;
No one will tread with joyous shouting—
Not joyous shouting!

34 “From the cry of Heshbon to Elealeh and to Jahaz
They have uttered their voice,
From Zoar to Horonaim,
Like a three- year- old heifer;a

For the waters of Nimrim also shall be desolate.

35 “Moreover,” says the Lord,
“I will cause to cease in Moab
The one who offers sacrifices in the high places
And burns incense to his gods.

36 Therefore My heart shall wail like flutes for Moab,
And like flutes My heart shall wail
For the men of Kir Heres.
Therefore the riches they have acquired have perished.

48:31 a Following Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads He.    
48:34 a Or The Third Eglath, an unknown city (compare Isaiah 15:5)    
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37 “For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped;
On all the hands shall be cuts, and on the loins sackcloth—

38 A general lamentation
On all the housetops of Moab,
And in its streets;
For I have broken Moab like a vessel in which is no pleasure,” says the 

Lord.
39 “They shall wail:

‘How she is broken down!
How Moab has turned her back with shame!’
So Moab shall be a derision
And a dismay to all those about her.”

40For thus says the Lord:

“Behold, one shall fly like an eagle,
And spread his wings over Moab.

41 Kerioth is taken,
And the strongholds are surprised;
The mighty men’s hearts in Moab on that day shall be
Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs.

42 And Moab shall be destroyed as a people,
Because he exalted himself against the Lord.

43 Fear and the pit and the snare shall be upon you,
O inhabitant of Moab,” says the Lord.

44 “He who flees from the fear shall fall into the pit,
And he who gets out of the pit shall be caught in the snare.
For upon Moab, upon it I will bring
The year of their punishment,” says the Lord.

45 “Those who fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon
Because of exhaustion.
But a fire shall come out of Heshbon,
A flame from the midst of Sihon,
And shall devour the brow of Moab,
The crown of the head of the sons of tumult.

46 Woe to you, O Moab!
The people of Chemosh perish;
For your sons have been taken captive,
And your daughters captive.

47 “Yet I will bring back the captives of Moab
In the latter days,” says the Lord.

Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

JUDGMENT ON AMMON

49  Against the Ammonites.
Thus says the Lord:

“Has Israel no sons?
Has he no heir?
Why then does Milcoma inherit Gad,
And his people dwell in its cities?

2 Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord,
“That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war
In Rabbah of the Ammonites;
It shall be a desolate mound,

49:1 a Hebrew Malcam, literally their king, a god of the Ammonites; also called Molech 
(compare verse 3)    
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And her villages shall be burned with fire.
Then Israel shall take possession of his inheritance,” says the Lord.

3 “Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is plundered!
Cry, you daughters of Rabbah,
Gird yourselves with sackcloth!
Lament and run to and fro by the walls;
For Milcom shall go into captivity
With his priests and his princes together.

4 Why do you boast in the valleys,
Your flowing valley, O backsliding daughter?
Who trusted in her treasures, saying,

‘Who will come against me?’
5 Behold, I will bring fear upon you,”

Says the Lord God of hosts,
“From all those who are around you;
You shall be driven out, everyone headlong,
And no one will gather those who wander off.

6 But after ward I will bring back
The captives of the people of Ammon,” says the Lord.

JUDGMENT ON EDOM

7Against Edom.
Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Is wisdom no more in Teman?
Has counsel perished from the prudent?
Has their wisdom vanished?

8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Dedan!
For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him,
The time that I will punish him.

9 If grape- gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave some gleaning grapes?
If thieves by night,
Would they not destroy until they have enough?

10 But I have made Esau bare;
I have uncovered his secret places,a

And he shall not be able to hide himself.
His descendants are plundered,
His brethren and his neighbors,
And he is no more.

11 Leave your fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive;
And let your widows trust in Me.”

12For thus says the Lord: “Behold, those whose judgment was not to drink 
of the cup have as sured ly drunk. And are you the one who will altogether go 
unpunished? You shall not go unpunished, but you shall surely drink of it. 13For 
I have sworn by Myself,” says the Lord, “that Bozrah shall become a desolation, 
a reproach, a waste, and a curse. And all its cities shall be perpetual wastes.”

14 I have heard a message from the Lord,
And an ambassador has been sent to the nations:

“Gather together, come against her,
And rise up to battle!

15 “For indeed, I will make you small among nations,
Despised among men.

49:10 a Compare Obadiah 5, 6    
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16 Your fierceness has deceived you,
The pride of your heart,
O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
Who hold the height of the hill!
Though you make your nest as high as the eagle,
I will bring you down from there,” says the Lord.a

17 “Edom also shall be an astonishment;
Everyone who goes by it will be astonished
And will hiss at all its plagues.

18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah
And their neighbors,” says the Lord,

“No one shall remain there,
Nor shall a son of man dwell in it.

19 “Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the floodplaina of the Jordan
Against the dwelling place of the strong;
But I will suddenly make him run away from her.
And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her?
For who is like Me?
Who will arraign Me?
And who is that shepherd
Who will withstand Me?”

20 Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that He has taken against Edom,
And His purposes that He has proposed against the inhabitants of Teman:
Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out;
Surely He shall make their dwelling places desolate with them.

21 The earth shakes at the noise of their fall;
At the cry its noise is heard at the Red Sea.

22 Behold, He shall come up and fly like the eagle,
And spread His wings over Bozrah;
The heart of the mighty men of Edom in that day shall be
Like the heart of a woman in birth pangs.

JUDGMENT ON DAMASCUS

23Against Damascus.

“Hamath and Arpad are shamed,
For they have heard bad news.
They are fainthearted;
There is trouble on the sea;
It cannot be quiet.

24 Damascus has grown feeble;
She turns to flee,
And fear has seized her.
Anguish and sorrows have taken her like a woman in labor.

25 Why is the city of praise not deserted, the city of My joy?
26 Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets,

And all the men of war shall be cut off in that day,” says the Lord of hosts.
27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus,

And it shall consume the palaces of Ben- Hadad.”  a

JUDGMENT ON KEDAR AND HAZOR

28Against Kedar and against the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon shall strike.

Thus says the Lord:

49:16 a Compare Obadiah 3, 4    49:19 a Or thicket    49:27 a Compare Amos 1:4    
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49:23–27 “There is trouble on the sea; 
it cannot be quiet.” Little know we what 
trouble may be upon the sea at this 
moment. We are safe in our quiet cham-
ber, but far away on the salt sea the hurri-
cane may be cruelly seeking for the lives 
of men. Hear how the death fiends howl 
among the cordage; how every timber 
starts as the waves beat like battering 
rams upon the vessel! God help you, poor 
drenched and wearied ones! My prayer 
goes up to the great Lord of sea and 
land, that He will make the storm a calm, 
and bring you to your desired haven! Nor 
ought I to offer prayer alone, I should 
try to benefit those hardy men who risk 
their lives so constantly. Have I ever done 
anything for them? What can I do? How 
often does the boisterous sea swallow 
up the mariner! Thousands of corpses 
lie where pearls lie deep. There is death- 
sorrow on the sea, which is echoed in the 
long wail of widows and orphans. The 
salt of the sea is in many eyes of mothers 
and wives. Remorseless billows, ye have 
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“Arise, go up to Kedar,
And devastate the men of the East!

29 Their tents and their flocks they shall take away.
They shall take for themselves their curtains,
All their vessels and their camels;
And they shall cry out to them,

‘Fear is on every side!’

30 “Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths,
O inhabitants of Hazor!” says the Lord.

“For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken counsel against you,
And has conceived a plan against you.

31 “Arise, go up to the wealthy nation that dwells securely,” says the Lord,
“Which has neither gates nor bars,
Dwelling alone.

32 Their camels shall be for booty,
And the multitude of their cattle for plunder.
I will scatter to all winds those in the farthest corners,
And I will bring their calamity from all its sides,” says the Lord.

33 “Hazor shall be a dwelling for jackals, a desolation forever;
No one shall reside there,
Nor son of man dwell in it.”

JUDGMENT ON ELAM

34The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam, 
in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, 35“Thus says 
the Lord of hosts:

‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam,
The foremost of their might.

36 Against Elam I will bring the four winds
From the four quarters of heaven,
And scatter them toward all those winds;
There shall be no nations where the outcasts of Elam will not go.

37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies
And before those who seek their life.
I will bring disaster upon them,
My fierce anger,’ says the Lord;

‘And I will send the sword after them
Until I have consumed them.

38 I will set My throne in Elam,
And will destroy from there the king and the princes,’ says the Lord.

39 ‘But it shall come to pass in the latter days:
I will bring back the captives of Elam,’ says the Lord.”

JUDGMENT ON BABYLON AND BABYLONIA

50  The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon and against the land of 
the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.

2 “Declare among the nations,
Proclaim, and set up a standard;
Proclaim— do not conceal it—
Say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed.
Merodacha is broken in pieces;
Her idols are humiliated,
Her images are broken in pieces.’

50:2 a A Babylonian god; sometimes spelled Marduk    

993  |  JEREMIAH 50:2

devoured the love of women, and the 
stay of households. What a resurrection 
shall there be from the caverns of the 
deep when the sea gives up her dead! Till 
then there will be sorrow on the sea. As if 
in sympathy with the woes of earth, the 
sea is for ever fretting along a thousand 
shores, wailing with a sorrowful cry like 
her own birds, booming with a hollow 
crash of unrest, raving with uproarious 
discontent, chafing with hoarse wrath, or 
jangling with the voices of ten thousand 
murmuring pebbles. The roar of the sea 
may be joyous to a rejoicing spirit, but to 
the son of sorrow the wide, wide ocean 
is even more forlorn than the wide, wide 
world. This is not our rest, and the rest-
less billows tell us so. There is a land 
where there is no more sea— our faces 
are steadfastly set towards it; we are 
going to the place of which the Lord hath 
spoken. Till then, we cast our sorrows 
on the Lord who trod the sea of old, and 
who makes a way for His people through 
the depths thereof.  Charles Spurgeon

50:1–7 He said the sheep is like one who 
has gone astray. And also in the Gospel 
He said, “the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). And also in the parable only 
one is lost out of the hundred that the 
shepherd who dwelled with them came 
to find, who also, after laying it on his 
shoulders, returned it to the ninety- nine. 
For we are all one body and one sheep. 
He who is the feet and the head and 
the rest is the Shepherd who, after He 
came, brought together bone with bone 
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3 For out of the north a nation comes up against her,
Which shall make her land desolate,
And no one shall dwell therein.
They shall move, they shall depart,
Both man and beast.

4 “In those days and in that time,” says the Lord,
“The children of Israel shall come,
They and the children of Judah together;
With continual weeping they shall come,
And seek the Lord their God.

5 They shall ask the way to Zion,
With their faces toward it, saying,

‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord
In a perpetual covenant
That will not be forgotten.’

6 “My people have been lost sheep.
Their shepherds have led them astray;
They have turned them away on the mountains.
They have gone from mountain to hill;
They have forgotten their resting place.

7 All who found them have devoured them;
And their adversaries said, ‘We have not offended,
Because they have sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice,
The Lord, the hope of their fathers.’

8 “Move from the midst of Babylon,
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans;
And be like the rams before the flocks.

9 For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon
An assembly of great nations from the north country,
And they shall array themselves against her;
From there she shall be captured.
Their arrows shall be like those of an expert warrior;a

None shall return in vain.
10 And Chaldea shall become plunder;

All who plunder her shall be satisfied,” says the Lord.

11 “Because you were glad, because you rejoiced,
You destroyers of My heritage,
Because you have grown fat like a heifer threshing grain,
And you bellow like bulls,

12 Your  mother shall be deeply ashamed;
She who bore you shall be ashamed.
Behold, the least of the nations shall be a wilderness,
A dry land and a desert.

13 Because of the wrath of the Lord
She shall not be inhabited,
But she shall be wholly desolate.
Everyone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified
And hiss at all her plagues.

14 “Put yourselves in array against Babylon all around,
All you who bend the bow;
Shoot at her, spare no arrows,
For she has sinned against the Lord.

50:9 a Following some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Syriac; Masoretic Text, Targum, 
and Vulgate read a warrior who makes childless.    
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and joint with joint, and after He united 
them, He took them up to His country. 
And the unity arises through love and 
truth and the choice of good. Thus to 
His own Word He united all. But if some 
who are disobedient have appeared, they 
have acquired an incurable condition. 
Thus every Israelite is one according to 
the true relationship. For we are all one 
body and one loaf of bread, and we par-
take of one Spirit. But a sheep that goes 
astray is one who in word and practice 
does not join the hunt of what is proper, 
either by not seeking or by not finding. 
And the one who knows and does what 
concerns knowledge does not go astray. 
But the one who goes astray is driven 
out by lions. For your Adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seek-
ing someone to devour. And also already 
young lions roaring to seize and seek 
from God food for themselves lay snares 
for the righteous.  Origen
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15 Shout against her all around;
She has given her hand,
Her foundations have fallen,
Her walls are thrown down;
For it is the vengeance of the Lord.
Take vengeance on her.
As she has done, so do to her.

16 Cut off the sower from Babylon,
And him who handles the sickle at harvest time.
For fear of the oppressing sword
Everyone shall turn to his own people,
And everyone shall flee to his own land.

17 “Israel is like scattered sheep;
The lions have driven him away.
First the king of Assyria devoured him;
Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:

“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land,
As I have punished the king of Assyria.

19 But I will bring back Israel to his home,
And he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan;
His soul shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead.

20 In those days and in that time,” says the Lord,
“The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none;
And the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found;
For I will pardon those whom I preserve.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim, against it,
And against the inhabitants of Pekod.
Waste and utterly destroy them,” says the Lord,

“And do according to all that I have commanded you.
22 A sound of battle is in the land,

And of great destruction.
23 How the hammer of the whole earth has been cut apart and broken!

How Babylon has become a desolation among the nations!
24 I have laid a snare for you;

You have indeed been trapped, O Babylon,
And you were not aware;
You have been found and also caught,
Because you have contended against the Lord.

25 The Lord has opened His armory,
And has brought out the weapons of His indignation;
For this is the work of the Lord God of hosts
In the land of the Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the farthest border;
Open her storehouses;
Cast her up as heaps of ruins,
And destroy her utterly;
Let nothing of her be left.

27 Slay all her bulls,
Let them go down to the slaughter.
Woe to them!
For their day has come, the time of their punishment.

28 The voice of those who flee and escape from the land of Babylon
Declares in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God,
The vengeance of His temple.

995  |  JEREMIAH 50:28
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29 “Call together the archers against Babylon.
All you who bend the bow, encamp against it all around;
Let none of them escape.a

Repay her according to her work;
According to all she has done, do to her;
For she has been proud against the Lord,
Against the Holy One of Israel.

30 Therefore her young men shall fall in the streets,
And all her men of war shall be cut off in that day,” says the Lord.

31 “Behold, I am against you,
O most haughty one!” says the Lord God of hosts;

“For your day has come,
The time that I will punish you.a

32 The most proud shall stumble and fall,
And no one will raise him up;
I will kindle a fire in his cities,
And it will devour all around him.”

33Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“The children of Israel were oppressed,
Along with the children of Judah;
All who took them captive have held them fast;
They have refused to let them go.

34 Their Redeemer is strong;
The Lord of hosts is His name.
He will thoroughly plead their case,
That He may give rest to the land,
And disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon.

35 “A sword is against the Chaldeans,” says the Lord,
“Against the inhabitants of Babylon,
And against her princes and her wise men.

36 A sword is against the soothsayers, and they will be fools.
A sword is against her mighty men, and they will be dismayed.

37 A sword is against their horses,
Against their chariots,
And against all the mixed peoples who are in her midst;
And they will become like women.
A sword is against her treasures, and they will be robbed.

38 A droughta is against her waters, and they will be dried up.
For it is the land of carved images,
And they are insane with their idols.

39 “Therefore the wild desert beasts shall dwell there with the jackals,
And the ostriches shall dwell in it.
It shall be inhabited no more forever,
Nor shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation.

40 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah
And their neighbors,” says the Lord,

“So no one shall reside there,
Nor son of man dwell in it.

41 “Behold, a people shall come from the north,
And a great nation and many kings
Shall be raised up from the ends of the earth.

50:29 a Qere, some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Targum add to her.    
50:31 a Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate read The time of your 
punishment.    50:38 a Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Syriac reads sword; 
Septuagint omits A drought is.    
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42 They shall hold the bow and the lance;
They are cruel and shall not show mercy.
Their voice shall roar like the sea;
They shall ride on horses,
Set in array, like a man for the battle,
Against you, O daughter of Babylon.

43 “The king of Babylon has heard the report about them,
And his hands grow feeble;
Anguish has taken hold of him,
Pangs as of a woman in childbirth.

44 “Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the floodplaina of the Jordan
Against the dwelling place of the strong;
But I will make them suddenly run away from her.
And who is a chosen man that I may appoint over her?
For who is like Me?
Who will arraign Me?
And who is that shepherd
Who will withstand Me?”

45 Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord that He has taken against 
Babylon,

And His purposes that He has proposed against the land of the Chaldeans:
Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out;
Surely He will make their dwelling place desolate with them.

46 At the noise of the taking of Babylon
The earth trembles,
And the cry is heard among the nations.

THE UTTER DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON

51  Thus says the Lord:

“Behold, I will raise up against Babylon,
Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai,a

A destroying wind.
2 And I will send winnowers to Babylon,

Who shall winnow her and empty her land.
For in the day of doom
They shall be against her all around.

3 Against her let the archer bend his bow,
And lift himself up against her in his armor.
Do not spare her young men;
Utterly destroy all her army.

4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans,
And those thrust through in her streets.

5 For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah,
By his God, the Lord of hosts,
Though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.”

6 Flee from the midst of Babylon,
And every one save his life!
Do not be cut off in her iniquity,
For this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance;
He shall recompense her.

7 Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand,
That made all the earth drunk.

50:44 a Or thicket    51:1 a A code word for Chaldea (Babylonia); may be translated The Midst 
of Those Who Rise Up Against Me    
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The nations drank her wine;
Therefore the nations are deranged.

8 Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed.
Wail for her!
Take balm for her pain;
Perhaps she may be healed.

9 We would have healed Babylon,
But she is not healed.
Forsake her, and let us go everyone to his own country;
For her judgment reaches to heaven and is lifted up to the skies.

10 The Lord has revealed our righteousness.
Come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God.

11 Make the arrows bright!
Gather the shields!
The Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes.
For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it,
Because it is the vengeance of the Lord,
The vengeance for His temple.

12 Set up the standard on the walls of Babylon;
Make the guard strong,
Set up the watchmen,
Prepare the ambushes.
For the Lord has both devised and done
What He spoke against the inhabitants of Babylon.

13 O you who dwell by many waters,
Abundant in treasures,
Your end has come,
The measure of your covetousness.

14 The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself:
“Surely I will fill you with men, as with locusts,
And they shall lift up a shout against you.”

15 He has made the earth by His power;
He has established the world by His wisdom,
And stretched out the heaven by His understanding.

16 When He utters His voice—
There is a multitude of waters in the heavens:

“He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth;
He makes lightnings for the rain;
He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”  a

17 Everyone is dull- hearted, without knowledge;
Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image;
For his molded image is falsehood,
And there is no breath in them.

18 They are futile, a work of errors;
In the time of their punishment they shall perish.

19 The Portion of Jacob is not like them,
For He is the Maker of all things;
And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance.
The Lord of hosts is His name.

20 “You are My battle- ax and weapons of war:
For with you I will break the nation in pieces;
With you I will destroy kingdoms;

21 With you I will break in pieces the horse and its rider;
With you I will break in pieces the chariot and its rider;

51:16 a Psalm 135:7    
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22 With you also I will break in pieces man and woman;
With you I will break in pieces old and young;
With you I will break in pieces the young man and the maiden;

23 With you also I will break in pieces the shepherd and his flock;
With you I will break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen;
And with you I will break in pieces governors and rulers.

24 “And I will repay Babylon
And all the inhabitants of Chaldea
For all the evil they have done
In Zion in your sight,” says the Lord.

25 “Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain,
Who destroys all the earth,” says the Lord.

“And I will stretch out My hand against you,
Roll you down from the rocks,
And make you a burnt mountain.

26 They shall not take from you a stone for a corner
Nor a stone for a foundation,
But you shall be desolate forever,” says the Lord.

27 Set up a banner in the land,
Blow the trumpet among the nations!
Prepare the nations against her,
Call the kingdoms together against her:
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.
Appoint a general against her;
Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts.

28 Prepare against her the nations,
With the kings of the Medes,
Its governors and all its rulers,
All the land of his dominion.

29 And the land will tremble and sorrow;
For every purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon,
To make the land of Babylon a desolation without inhabitant.

30 The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting,
They have remained in their strongholds;
Their might has failed,
They became like women;
They have burned her dwelling places,
The bars of her gate are broken.

31 One runner will run to meet another,
And one messenger to meet another,
To show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides;

32 The passages are blocked,
The reeds they have burned with fire,
And the men of war are terrified.

33For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:

“The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor
When it is time to thresh her;
Yet a little while
And the time of her harvest will come.”

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
Has devoured me, he has crushed me;
He has made me an empty vessel,
He has swallowed me up like a monster;
He has filled his stomach with my delicacies,
He has spit me out.

999  |  JEREMIAH 51:34
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35 Let the violence done to me and my flesh be upon Babylon,”
The inhabitant of Zion will say;

“And my blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea!”
Jerusalem will say.

36Therefore thus says the Lord:

“Behold, I will plead your case and take vengeance for you.
I will dry up her sea and make her springs dry.

37 Babylon shall become a heap,
A dwelling place for jackals,
An astonishment and a hissing,
Without an inhabitant.

38 They shall roar together like lions,
They shall growl like lions’ whelps.

39 In their excitement I will prepare their feasts;
I will make them drunk,
That they may rejoice,
And sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says the Lord.

40 “I will bring them down
Like lambs to the slaughter,
Like rams with male goats.

41 “Oh, how Sheshacha is taken!
Oh, how the praise of the whole earth is seized!
How Babylon has become desolate among the nations!

42 The sea has come up over Babylon;
She is covered with the multitude of its waves.

43 Her cities are a desolation,
A dry land and a wilderness,
A land where no one dwells,
Through which no son of man passes.

44 I will punish Bel in Babylon,
And I will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed;
And the nations shall not stream to him anymore.
Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall.

45 “My people, go out of the midst of her!
And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the Lord.

46 And lest your heart faint,
And you fear for the rumor that will be heard in the land
(A rumor will come one year,
And after that, in another year
A rumor will come,
And violence in the land,
Ruler against ruler),

47 Therefore behold, the days are coming
That I will bring judgment on the carved images of Babylon;
Her whole land shall be ashamed,
And all her slain shall fall in her midst.

48 Then the heavens and the earth and all that is in them
Shall sing joyously over Babylon;
For the plunderers shall come to her from the north,” says the  

Lord.

49 As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall,
So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall.

51:41 a A code word for Babylon (compare Jeremiah 25:26)    
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51:49–57 The design of the prophet is, 
as I have reminded you, to raise up the 
minds of the godly that they might not 
succumb under their trials, on seeing 
that they were exposed to shame and 
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50 You who have escaped the sword,
Get away! Do not stand still!
Remember the Lord afar off,
And let Jerusalem come to your mind.

51 We are ashamed because we have heard reproach.
Shame has covered our faces,
For strangers have come into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house.

52 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord,
“That I will bring judgment on her carved images,
And throughout all her land the wounded shall groan.

53 Though Babylon were to mount up to heaven,
And though she were to fortify the height of her strength,
Yet from Me plunderers would come to her,” says the Lord.

54 The sound of a cry comes from Babylon,
And great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans,

55 Because the Lord is plundering Babylon
And silencing her loud voice,
Though her waves roar like great waters,
And the noise of their voice is uttered,

56 Because the plunderer comes against her, against Babylon,
And her mighty men are taken.
Every one of their bows is broken;
For the Lord is the God of recompense,
He will surely repay.

57 “And I will make drunk
Her princes and wise men,
Her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men.
And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says the King,
Whose name is the Lord of hosts.

58Thus says the Lord of hosts:

“The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken,
And her high gates shall be burned with fire;
The people will labor in vain,
And the nations, because of the fire;
And they shall be weary.”

JEREMIAH’S COMMAND TO SERAIAH

59The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of 
Neriah, the son of Mah seiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah 
to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was the quartermaster. 
60So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would come upon Babylon, all 
these words that are written against Babylon. 61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, 
“When you arrive in Babylon and see it, and read all these words, 62then you 
shall say, ‘O Lord, You have spoken against this place to cut it off, so that none 
shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but it shall be desolate forever.’ 63Now 
it shall be, when you have finished reading this book, that you shall tie a stone 
to it and throw it out into the Euphrates. 64Then you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon 
shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they 
shall be weary.’ ”

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM REVIEWED

52  Zedekiah was twenty- one years old when he became king, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His  mother’s name was Hamutal 

the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2He also did evil in the sight of the Lord, 

1001  |  JEREMIAH 52:2

were destitute of all honors. He then 
says that the time would come when 
God would take vengeance on the idols 
of Babylon. And thus God claims for 
Himself that power which seemed then 
to have almost disappeared; for the tem-
ple being overthrown, the Babylonians 
seemed in a manner to triumph over 
Him, as God’s power in the temple was 
overcome. Then as the ruin of it, as we 
have said, seemed to have extinguished 
God’s power, the prophet applies a rem-
edy, and says that though the temple was 
overthrown, yet God remained perfect 
and His power unchangeable. But among 
other things he bids the faithful patiently 
to wait, for he invites their attention to 
the hope of what was as yet hidden. . . . 
“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” 
that is, though you are confounded, yet 
God will give you a reason for glorying, 
so that you shall again sing joyfully His 
praises. But he says, “the days are com-
ing;” by these words he reminds us that 
we are to cherish the hope of the prom-
ises until God completes His work; and 
thus he corrected that ardor by which we 
are seized in the midst of our afflictions, 
for we wish immediately to fly away to 
God. The prophet, then, here exhorts the 
faithful to sustain courage until the time 
fixed by God; and so he refers them to 
God’s providence, lest they assumed too 
much in wishing Him to act as their own 
minds led them.  John Calvin

52:1–30 Jeremiah’s prophecy opens with 
God saying, “I am ready to perform My 
word” (1:12); and it closes with evidence 
that God did what He said He would do. 
This chapter parallels 2 Kings 24–25 and 
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according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3For because of the anger of the Lord 
this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, till He finally cast them out from His 
presence. Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

4Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on 
the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his 
army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege 
wall against it all around. 5So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of 
King Zedekiah. 6By the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the fam-
ine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the 
land. 7Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled and 
went out of the city at night by way of the gate between the two walls, which was 
by the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans were near the city all around. 
And they went by way of the plain.a

8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook Zed-
ekiah in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him. 9So they 
took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land 
of Hamath, and he pronounced judgment on him. 10Then the king of Babylon 
killed the sons of Zed ekiah before his eyes. And he killed all the princes of Ju-
dah in Riblah. 11He also put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon 
bound him in bronze fetters, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till 
the day of his death.

THE TEMPLE AND CITY PLUNDERED AND BURNED

12Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month (which was the 
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan, the 
captain of the guard, who served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13He 
burned the house of the Lord and the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusa-
lem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire. 14And all the army of 
the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down all the walls 
of Jerusalem all around. 15Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive some of the poor people, the rest of the people who remained in 
the city, the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, and the rest of 
the craftsmen. 16But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poor 
of the land as vinedressers and farmers.

17The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, and the carts and 
the bronze Sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in 
pieces, and carried all their bronze to Babylon. 18They also took away the pots, 
the shovels, the trimmers, the bowls, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils 
with which the priests ministered. 19The basins, the firepans, the bowls, the 
pots, the lampstands, the spoons, and the cups, whatever was solid gold and 
whatever was solid silver, the captain of the guard took away. 20The two pillars, 
one Sea, the twelve bronze bulls which were under it, and the carts, which King 
Solomon had made for the house of the Lord— the bronze of all these articles 
was beyond measure. 21Now concerning the pillars: the height of one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, a measuring line of twelve cubits could measure its circumfer-
ence, and its thickness was four fingers; it was hollow. 22A capital of bronze was 
on it; and the height of one capital was five cubits, with a network and pome-
granates all around the capital, all of bronze. The second pillar, with pomegran-
ates was the same. 23There were ninety- six pomegranates on the sides; all the 
pomegranates, all around on the network, were one hundred.

THE PEOPLE TAKEN CAPTIVE TO BABYLONIA

24The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the sec-
ond priest, and the three doorkeepers. 25He also took out of the city an officer 
who had charge of the men of war, seven men of the king’s close associates 
who were found in the city, the principal scribe of the army who mustered the 

52:7 a Or the Arabah, that is, the Jordan Valley    
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also Jeremiah 39; and it sets the stage for 
your reading of Lamentations. Zedekiah 
was a rebel, not only against the king of 
Babylon but also against the Lord; and he 
lost both battles. He led his sons and his 
leaders into death and himself into dark-
ness and bondage. The religious leaders 
who had persecuted Jeremiah were slain 
by the enemy (v. 24–27). The temple was 
plundered despite the promises given by 
the false prophets (27:19–28:4). The walls 
were broken down, and the city and the 
temple were burned. God would rather 
destroy His city and His house than per-
mit His people to sin successfully. If they 
will not glorify Him in obedience, they 
must honor Him in judgment. The peo-
ple were deported to remain in captivity 
for seventy years (25:1–14). The words of 
Jeremiah were precious to them during 
those difficult years, just as God’s Word 
should be precious to His people “in 
exile” in this world today. Follow Jeremi-
ah’s good example and joyfully feed on 
His Word (15:16).  Warren Wiersbe
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people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in 
the midst of the city. 26And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took these 
and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27Then the king of Babylon 
struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah 
was carried away captive from its own land.

28These are the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: in the 
seventh year, three thousand and twenty- three Jews; 29in the eighteenth year 
of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred 
and thirty- two persons; 30in the twenty- third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebu-
zaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hun-
dred and forty- five persons. All the persons were four thousand six hundred.

JEHOIACHIN RELEASED FROM PRISON

31Now it came to pass in the thirty- seventh year of the captivity of Jehoi-
achin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty- fifth day of the month, 
that Evil- Merodacha king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, lifted up the 
head of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. 32And he 
spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the 
kings who were with him in Babylon. 33So Jehoiachin changed from his prison 
garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 
34And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king of 
Babylon, a portion for each day until the day of his death, all the days of his life.

52:31 a Or Awil- Marduk
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52:31–34 Here ends the history of the 
kingdom of Judah. I shall only observe 
the severe judgment of God upon this 
people, whose kingdom was made up 
of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
and half the tribe of Manasseh. In the 
numbering of the persons belonging to 
these two tribes, (counting half of the 
number of the tribe of Manasseh) we 
find one hundred twenty- six thousand 
one hundred: we find of them one hun-
dred forty- eight thousand four hundred 
and fifty. Here, we find no more of them 
carried into captivity, than four thousand 
and six hundred. From whence we may 
judge what a multitude of them were 
slain by the sword, by the famine, and 
pestilence! It is a dreadful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God, to mock 
His messengers, despise His words, and 
misuse His prophets, ‘till there be no 
remedy.  John Wesley
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WHAT THE WHOLE WORLD 
IS WAITING FOR
N. T. Wright

The early Christians did not believe in progress. 
They did not think the world was getting better 
and better under its own steam— or even under 
the steady influence of God. They knew God had 
to do something fresh to put it to rights.

But neither did they believe that the world 
was getting worse and worse and that their 
task was to escape it altogether. They were 
not dualists.

Since most people who think about these 
things today tend toward one or other of those 
two points of view, it comes as something of a 
surprise to discover that the early Christians 
held a quite different view. They believed that 
God was going to do for the whole cosmos what 
he had done for Jesus at Easter. This is such a 
surprising belief, and so little reflected on even 
in Christian circles, still less outside the church, 
that we must set it out step by step and show 
how the different early writers developed differ-
ent images that together add up to a stunning 
picture of a future for which, so they insisted, 
the whole world was waiting on tiptoe.

FUNDAMENTAL STRUCTURES 
OF HOPE
The clearest statements of the large- scale 
Christian hope are found in the New Testa-
ment, in Paul and in the book of Revelation. I 
want to explore these now, drawing out as we 
do so the ways in which they answer the two 
opposite views I have sketched. We need to 

notice, in particular, the way in which three 
themes emerge.

First, the goodness of creation. Granted the 
swirling currents of alternative worldviews avail-
able in the first century, it is a remarkable feature 
of the earliest Christianity known to us that it 
refused to lapse at any point into a cosmological 
dualism in which the created world is regarded 
as less than good and God- given. But it is good as 
creation, not as an independent or self- sufficient 
“nature.” There is no suggestion of pantheism or 
even panentheism. God and the world are not 
the same thing, nor is everything simply held 
within something called “god.” Within biblical 
theology it reclaims the case that the one living 
God created a world that is other than Himself, 
not contained within Himself. Creation was from 
the beginning an act of love, of affirming the 
goodness of the other. God saw all that He had 
made, and it was very good; but it was not itself 
divine. At its height, which according to Genesis 
1 is the creation of humans, it was designed to 
reflect God, both to reflect God back to God in 
worship and to reflect God into the rest of cre-
ation in stewardship. But this image- bearing 
capacity of humankind is not in itself the same 
thing as divinity. Collapsing this distinction 
means taking a large step toward a pantheism 
within which there is no way of understanding, 
let alone addressing, the problem of evil.

Second, then, the nature of evil. Evil is real 
and powerful, within biblical theology, but it 
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consists neither in the fact of being created 
nor in the fact of being other than God (since 
being loved into life by the one God is quite 
good enough!) nor yet in the fact that it’s made 
of physical matter and belongs within space and 
time instead of being pure spirit in an eternal 
heaven. Nor— and this is crucial—does evil con-
sist in being transient, made to decay. There is 
nothing wrong with the tree dropping its leaves 
in the autumn. There is nothing wrong with the 
sunset fading away into darkness. Evil consists 
in none of those things; indeed, it is precisely 
the transience of the good creation that serves 
as a pointer to its larger purpose. Creation was 
good, but it always had a forward look. Tran-
sience acts as a God- given signpost pointing not 
from the material world to a nonmaterial world 
but from the world as it is to the world as it is 
meant one day to be— pointing, in other words, 
from the present to the future that God has in 
store. The human project of bringing wise order 
to the garden is not yet complete, and without 
transience we might the more easily be led into 
idolatry, treating the creature as though it was 
the creator— which, goodness knows, is all too 
easy as it is. What matters is eschatological dual-
ity (the present age and the age to come), not 
ontological dualism (an evil “earth” and a good 
“heaven”).

Evil then consists not in being created but 
in the rebellious idolatry by which humans 
worship and honor elements of the natural 
world rather than the God who made them. The 
result is that the cosmos is out of joint. Instead 
of humans being God’s wise vice- regents over 
creation, they ignore the Creator and try to 
worship something less demanding, some-
thing that will give them a short- term fix of 
power or pleasure. The result is what the Bible 
sometimes calls “spiritual death.” In Genesis, 
and indeed for much of the Old Testament the 
controlling image for death is exile. Adam and 

Eve were told that they would die on the day 
they ate the fruit; what actually happened was 
that they were expelled from the garden. Turn-
ing away from the worship of the living God is 
turning toward that which has no life in itself. 
Worship that which is transient, and it can only 
give you death. But when you do commit that 
idolatry, evil is unleashed unto the world, set-
ting off chain reactions with incalculable con-
sequences. Mysteriously, this out- of- jointness 
seems to become entangled with the transience 
and decay necessary within the good but incom-
plete creation so that what we perhaps mislead-
ingly call natural evil can be seen as, among 
other things, the advance signs of that final 
“shaking” of heaven and earth that the prophets 
understood to be necessary if God’s eventual 
new world was to be born.

Third, the plan of redemption. Precisely 
because creation is the work of God’s love, 
redemption is not something alien to the creator 
but rather something He will undertake with 
delight and glad self- giving. Redemption doesn’t 
mean scrapping what’s there and starting again 
from a clean slate but rather liberating what has 
come to be enslaved. And because of the analy-
sis of evil not as materiality but as rebellion, 
the slavery of humans and of the world does 
not consist in embodiment, redemption from 
which would mean the death of the body and 
the consequent release of the soul or spirit. The 
slavery consists, rather, in sin, redemption from 
which must ultimately involve not just goodness 
of soul or spirit but a newly embodied life.

This is the plan that throughout the Bible 
is articulated in terms of God’s choice of Israel 
as the means of redemption and then, after the 
long and checkered story of God and Israel, 
God’s sending of His son, Jesus. Incarnation— 
already adumbrated in the Jewish tradition in 
terms not least of the Temple as the place where 
God chooses to live on earth— is not a category 
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mistake, as Platonists ancient and modern imag-
ine. It is the center and fulfillment of the long- 
term plan of the good and wise creator.

If you tell this story from the point of view of 
the good creation, the coming of Jesus emerges 
as the moment all creation had been waiting for. 
Humans were made to be God’s stewards over 
creation, so the one through whom all things 
were made, the eternal son, the eternal wis-
dom, becomes human so that He might truly 
become God’s steward, ruler over all his world. 
Equally, if you tell the story from the point of 
view of human rebellion and the consequent 
sin and death that have engulfed the world, this 
again emerges as the moment all creation had 
been waiting for: the eternal expression of the 
Father’s love became the incarnate expression 
of the Father’s love so that by His self- giving to 
death, even the death of the cross, the whole cre-
ation can be reconciled to God. If you put these 
two ways of telling the story together and cast 
them into poetry, you will find you have rewrit-
ten Colossians 1:15–20. This is the real cosmic 
Christology of the New Testament: not a kind 
of pantheism, running under its own steam and 
cut off from the real Jesus, but a retelling of the 
Jewish story of wisdom in terms of Jesus Him-
self, focusing on the cross as the act whereby 
the good creation is brought back into harmony 
with the wise creator.

The balance of the clauses in the poem 
in Colossians 1 shows the extent to which 
Paul insists on holding together creation and 
redemption. Redemption is not simply making 
creation a bit better, as the optimistic evolution-
ist would try to suggest. Nor is it rescuing spirits 
and souls from an evil material world, as the 
Gnostic would want to say. It is the remaking of 
creation, having dealt with the evil that is defac-
ing and distorting it. And it is accomplished 
by the same God, now known in Jesus Christ, 
through whom it was made in the first place. 

It is highly significant that in the passage just 
after the great poem of 1:15–20, Paul declares 
that the gospel has already been announced to 
every creature under heaven (1:23). What has 
happened in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, in other words, is by no means limited to 
its effects on those human beings who believe 
the gospel and thereby find new life here and 
hereafter. It resonates out, in ways that we can’t 
fully see or understand, into the vast recesses of 
the universe.

THE MARRIAGE OF HEAVEN 
AND EARTH
Perhaps the greatest image of new creation, 
of cosmic renewal, in the whole Bible is the 
scene set out in Revelation 21–22. It’s a passage 
not well enough known or pondered (perhaps 
because, in order to earn the right to read it, 
one should really read the rest of the Revelation 
of St. John first, which proves too daunting for 
many). This time the image is that of marriage. 
The New Jerusalem comes down out of heaven 
like a bride adorned for her husband.

We notice right away how drastically dif-
ferent this is from all those would- be Christian 
scenarios in which the end of the story is the 
Christian going off to heaven as a soul, naked 
and unadorned, to meet its maker in fear and 
trembling. As in Philippians 3, it is not we who 
go to heaven, it is heaven that comes to earth; 
indeed, it is the church itself, the heavenly Jeru-
salem, that comes down to earth. This is the 
ultimate rejection of all types of Gnosticism, of 
every worldview that sees the final goal as the 
separation of the world from God, of the physi-
cal from the spiritual, of earth from heaven. It is 
the final answer to the Lord’s Prayer, that God’s 
kingdom will come and His will be done on earth 
as in heaven. It is what Paul is talking about in 
Ephesians 1:10, that God’s design, and promise, 
was to sum up all things in Christ, things both in 
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heaven and on earth. It is the final fulfillment, 
in richly symbolic imagery, of the promise of 
Genesis 1, that the creation of male and female 
would together reflect God’s image in the world. 
And it is the final accomplishment of God’s great 
design, to defeat and abolish death forever— 
which can only mean the rescue of creation 
from its present plight of decay.

Heaven and earth, it seems, are not after 
all poles apart, needing to be separated forever 
when all the children of heaven have been res-
cued from this wicked earth. Nor are they simply 
different ways of looking at the same thing, as 
would be implied by some kinds of pantheism. 
No, they are different, radically different, but 
they are made for each other in the same way 
(Revelation is suggesting) as male and female. 
And when they finally come together, that will 
be cause for rejoicing in the same way that a 
wedding is: a creational sign that God’s project 
is going forward; that opposite poles within cre-
ation are made for union, not competition; that 
love and not hate have the last word in the uni-
verse; that fruitfulness and not sterility is God’s 
will for creation.

What is promised in this passage, then, is 
what Isaiah foresaw: a new heaven and a new 
earth replacing the old heaven and the old 
earth, which were bound to decay. This doesn’t 
mean that God will wipe the slate clean and start 
again. If that were so, there would be no celebra-
tion, no conquest of death, no long preparation 
now at last complete. As the chapter develops, 
the bride, the wife of the Lamb, is described 
lovingly: she is the new Jerusalem promised 
by the prophets of the Exile, especially Ezekiel. 
But unlike in Ezekiel’s vision, where the rebuilt 
Temple takes eventual center stage, there is no 
Temple in this city (21:22). The Temple in Jerusa-
lem was always designed, it seems, as a pointer 
to, and an advance symbol for, the presence 
of God Himself. When the reality is there, the 

signpost is no longer necessary. As in Romans 
and 1 Corinthians, the living God will dwell with 
and among His people, filling the city with His 
life and love and pouring out grace and healing 
in the river of life that flows from the city out 
to the nations. There is a sign here of the future 
project that awaits the redeemed in God’s even-
tual new world. So far from sitting on clouds 
playing harps, as people often imagine, the 
redeemed people of God in the new world will 
be the agents of His love going out in new ways, 
to accomplish new creative tasks, to celebrate 
and extend the glory of His love.

CONCLUSION
Of course, other passages in the New Testament 
speak of new creation. Ideally one would want 
to factor in the glorious picture of the city that 
is to come, at present in heaven but destined 
for earth, which we find in Hebrews 11 and 12. 
One would certainly want to discuss the famous 
passage in 2 Peter that, echoing Isaiah, speaks 
of waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which justice will dwell. We should certainly 
place here Ephesians 1:15–23, one of the grand-
est of all statements of the theme. But I come 
back, as I have often done over the years, to the 
great poem in Colossians 1:

He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation.
For by Him all things were created that 

are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers.
All things were created through 

Him and for Him.
And He is before all things,  
and in Him all things consist.
And He is the head of the body,  

the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead,
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that in all things He may have 
the preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in Him 
all the fullness should dwell,

and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself,
by Him, whether things on earth 

or things in heaven,
having made peace through the 

blood of His cross. (vv. 15–20)

It is of course only through imagery, 
through metaphor and symbol, that we can 
imagine the new world that God intends to 
make. That is right and proper. All our lan-
guage about the future, as I have said, is like a 
set of signposts pointing into a bright mist. The 
signpost doesn’t provide a photograph of what 
we will find when we arrive but offers instead 
a true indication of the direction we should be 
traveling in. What I am proposing is that the 
New Testament image of the future hope of the 
whole cosmos, grounded in the resurrection of 
Jesus, gives as coherent a picture as we need 
or could have of the future that is promised 
to the whole world, a future in which, under 
the sovereign and wise rule of the creator God, 
decay and death will be done away with and a 
new creation born, to which the present one 

will stand as mother to child. What creation 
needs is neither abandonment nor evolution 
but rather redemption and renewal; and this 
is both promised and guaranteed by the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead. This is what the 
whole world’s waiting for.

This in turn clears the way for the other top-
ics concerning the Christian future hope: God’s 
putting all things to rights through the coming 
of Jesus, and the bodily resurrection itself.

As I reflect on God’s future plans for the 
world, I am reminded of the great teacher and 
pastor Bishop Lesslie Newbigin. Someone once 
asked him whether, as he looked to the future, 
he was optimistic or pessimistic. His reply was 
simple and characteristic. “I am,” he said, “nei-
ther an optimist nor a pessimist. Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead!” The whole world is wait-
ing, on tiptoe with expectation, for the moment 
when that resurrection life and power sweeps 
through it, filling it with the glory of God as the 
waters cover the sea.

Adapted, with permission, from Chapter 6, 
“What the Whole World’s Waiting For,” in 

N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking 
Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of 

the Church. New York: HarperOne, 2008.
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CREEDS OF 
THE CHURCH
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,

God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

He came down from heaven;
He became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried.
The third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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