PASTORAL CARE




Pastoral visitation to hospitals and homes is one of the most
important duties of the man of God, and especially of the minis-
ter of God. In this he will have the opportunity to provide a heal-
ing, helping, guiding, and encouraging presence to those in need.
If they are believers, he can remind them of God’s care, His pres-
ence, and His help in this time of need. If they are yet unsaved,
he may gently remind them of God’s love and willingness to for-
give and to save. People truly need the pastor or minister’s love,
prayer, friendship, understanding, counsel, and sympathy.



Hospital Visitation Checklist

By Dr. Charles A. Thigpen

O 1. Remember that you are God’s representative, God’s servant.

O 2. Talk about the Lord; the visit must be spiritual in nature.

O 3. Make the visit friendly and casual, not stiff and formal.

O 4.Depend upon God for guidance, understanding, and direction.
O 5. Purpose that your visit will be uplifting, expressing Christian joy.

O 6. Determine to bring cheer, consolation, comfort, encouragement,
and hope to the sick.

O 7 Show love, concern, and deep personal interest, both for the
patient and for family or friends present.

O 8.Leaveyour card and return later if your visit is at an inappropriate
time.

O 9. Endeavor to meet spiritual needs of the unsaved and to edify the
believer.

O 10. Be sure your hospital visits are brief—no more than five to ten
minutes in length.

O 11. Read or quote a brief passage of Scripture, and always close with
prayer.



Home Visitation Checklist

O

O

By Dr. Charles A. Thigpen

1. Remember that you are God’s representative, God’s servant.

2. Talk about the Lord; the visit must be spiritual in nature.

3. Make the visit friendly and casual, not stiff and formal.

4. Depend upon God for guidance, understanding, and direction.
5. Always call ahead to determine a convenient time for your visit.
6. Learn to listen as needs are shared.

7. Seek to win people to Christ, or to build them up if they are
believers.

8. Keep in strict confidence any matters shared with you as pastor.

9. Make necessary arrangements for any counseling needs.

O 10. Keep your visit under one hour—30 to 45 minutes is ideal.

O 11. Be very approachable; try to understand the needs and concerns

of the person or persons.

O 12. Read a passage from the Bible and have prayer to close.



Traditional Verses to Share with
the Sick, Dying, or Bereaved

By Dr. Charles A. Thigpen

SCRIPTURE TO SHARE WITH BELIEVERS WHO ARE SICK

Psalm 8:1-9: O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the
earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. When I
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars,
which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a
little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and hon-
our. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;
thou hast put all things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and
the beasts of the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. O LORD our Lord,
how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

Psalm 23:1-6: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh
me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and
I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 46:1-7: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake
with the swelling thereof. Selah. There is a river, the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the
most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall
help her, and that right early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were
moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. The LORD of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
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Psalm 96:1-4: O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all
the earth. Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation
from day to day. Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders
among all people. For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is
to be feared above all gods.

Psalm 118:1-8: O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his
mercy endureth for ever. Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth
for ever. Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for
ever. Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for
ever. I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and
set me in alarge place. The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can
man do unto me? The LORD taketh my part with them that help me:
therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. It is better to
trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.

John 14:1-6: Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and
the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither
thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.

John 14:13-18: And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in
my name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I
will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave
you comfortless: I will come to you.

John 15:15-17: Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all
things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
These things I command you, that ye love one another.
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Romans 5:1-8: Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experi-
ence, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 8:26, 27: Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the
will of God.

Romans 8:28-34: And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his pur-
pose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justi-
fied, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us.

Romans 8:35-39: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are Killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal-
ities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



RESOURCES FOR THE MINISTER 908

Hebrews 4:14-16: Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro-
fession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

James 1:2-6: My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temp-
tations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

James 5:14-18: Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the
Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righ-
teous man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

1 John 5:1-5: Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that
is begotten of him. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are
not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who
is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God?
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