in Greek to apply to
each of the words in
the series.
ATN Grk “persecu-
tions, sufferings,” as
a continuation of the
series from v.10.
BsnIn Antioch, in lco-
nium, and in Lystra.
See Acts 13-14 for the
account of these per-
secutions.
CTNGrk “will advance
to the worse.”
DTNGrk “deceiving
and being deceived.”
ETH Grk “but you,
continue,” a com-
mand.
FTHGrk “knowing,”
giving the reasons
for continuing as v. 14
calls for.
GTNGrk “those from
whom you learned.”
HTNOr “All scrip-
ture.”

suThere is very
little difference in
sense between every
scripture (empha-
sizing the individual
portions) and “all
scripture” (empha-
sizing the composite
whole). The former
option is preferred,
because it fits the

normal use of the word “all/every” in
Greek (wiic, pas) as well as Paul's nor-
mal sense for the word “scripture” in the
singular without the article, as here. So
every scripture means “every individual

portion of scripture.”

IsuInspired by God. Some have connect-
ed this adjective in a different way and
translated it as “every inspired scripture
is also useful.” But this violates the par-
allelism of the two adjectives in the sen-
tence, and the arrangement of words
makes clear that both should be taken as
predicate adjectives: “every scripture is in-

spired...and useful.”
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my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my endurance,
las well as the persecutions and sufferings® that happened
tome in Antioch, in Iconium, and in Lystra.BI endured these
persecutions and the Lord delivered me from them all. 2ZNow
in fact all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. ? But evil people and charlatans will go from
bad to worse,© deceiving others and being deceived them-
selves.? 4 You, however, must continue® in the things you
have learned and are confident about. You know* who taught
you€15and how from infancy you have known the holy writ-
ings, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. 16Every scripture” is inspired by God'
and useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, 7that the person dedicated to
God* may be capable' and equipped for every good work.

Charge to Timothy Repeated

I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who

is going to judge the living and the dead, and by his ap-
pearing and his kingdom: 2Preach the message, be ready"
whether it is convenient or not,° reprove, rebuke, exhort?
with complete patience and instruction. 3 For there will be a
time when people® will not tolerate sound teaching. Instead,
following their own desires,® they will accumulate teachers
for themselves, because they have an insatiable curiosity to
hear new things.54 And they will turn away from hearing the
truth, but on the other hand they will turn aside to myths.”
5You, however, be self-controlled” in all things, endure hard-
ship, do an evangelist's work, fulfill your ministry. 6For Iam
already being poured out as an offering, and the time for me
todepart”isat hand.’I have competed well;* I have finished
the race; I have kept the faith! 8Finally the crown of righ-
teousness is reserved for me. The Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award it to me in that day—and not to me only, but also
to all who have set their affection on* his appearing.

Travel Plans and Concluding Greetings

9 Make every effort to come to me soon. '© For Demas" de-
serted me, since he loved? the present age, and he went to
Thessalonica. Crescens went to Galatia and Titus to Dalma-
tia."Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you,
because he is a great help® to me in ministry.” 2Now I have
sent Tychicus to Ephesus. *When you come, bring with you
the cloakIleftin Troas with Carpasand the scrolls, especially
the parchments. 4 Alexander the coppersmith did me a great
deal of harm. The Lord will repay him in keeping with his deeds.”
15You be on guard against him® too, because he vehemently
opposed our words. 16 At my first defense no one appeared
in my support; instead they all deserted me—may they not
be held accountable for it. 7But the Lord stood b?r me and
strengthened me, so that through me the message’ would be

JTNOr “rebuke,” “censure.” The Greek
word implies exposing someone’s sin in
order to bring correction.

KTnGrk “the man of God," but &vBpwmog
(anthrdpos) is most likely used here in a
generic sense, referring to both men and
women.

LTnThis word is positioned for special
emphasis; it carries the sense of “com-
plete, competent, able to meet all de-
mands.”

MTNOr “the word."

NTN Or “be persistent.”

OTNGrk “in season, out of season.”
PTNOr “encourage.”
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aThGri “useful.”

2 TIMOTHY 3-4

QTN Grk “they”; the
referent (the people
in that future time)
has been specified

in the translation for
clarity.

RTNGrk “in accord
with.”

STnGrk “having an
itching in regard to
hearing,” “having itch-
ing ears.”

TsnThese myths were
legendary tales char-
acteristic of the false
teachers in Ephesus
and Crete. See paral-
lels in1Tim 1:4; 4.7;
and Titus 1:14.

UTHOr “sober,” “tem-
perate.”

VTN Grk “of my de-
parture.”

WsnThe expression

I have competed well
(Grk “I have competed
the good competi-
tion") uses words that
may refer to a race or
to a boxing or wres-
tling match: “run the
good race” or “fight
the good fight.” The
similar phrase in 1 Tim
118 uses a military
picture and is more
literally “war the good
warfare.”

X1nGrk “all who have loved.”
¥ sn Demas is most likely the same indi-
vidual mentioned in Col 4:14 and Phlm

ZTNGrk “having loved.”

b Or “in serving me.”

cTHGrk “showed me much evil."
dsnAn allusion to Ps 28:4.

eTNGrk “against whom,” as a continua-
tion of the previous clause. Because of
the length and complexity of the Greek
sentence, a new sentence was started
here in the translation.

fTnOr “the preaching.”



